
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2020 • THEYUKONREVIEW.COM • VOLUME 62 NUMBER 84 • 50 CENTS 

SPORTS: Millers fall in heartbreaker 7A
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Yukon’s city hall 
will be closed to the 
public for at least 
two weeks after an 
employee tested posi-
tive for COVID-19.

City spokesperson 
Jenna Roberson said 
the city was notified 
Friday that a city 
hall employee had 
tested positive.

The employee, 
whose name has not 
been released, last 
worked on Oct. 9 and 
is recovering at 
home. The employee 
will be required to 
quarantine for at 
least 14 days.

Roberson said the 
city’s utility billing 
drive-thru will 
remain open and 
staff will be available 
to answer questions.

Walk-in payments 
will not be allowed 
until further notice.

Meanwhile, 
Roberson said the 
city is closely moni-
toring the situation, 
and will take whatev-
er actions are neces-
sary.

In addition, the 
city is requiring that 
all employees wear 
masks while engag-
ing with the public, 
as well as all employ-
ees at the Yukon 
Community Center, 
Dale Robertson 
Center, Jackie 
Cooper Gym and 
Mabel C. Fry Public 
Library wear masks.
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The second phase of 
the State Highway 4 
expansion project is 
continuing to move for-
ward quickly.

The Yukon City 
Council, last week, 
approved more than 
$104,650 in payments to 
property owners.

The purchases 
included strips of land 
that will be used to 

relocate utilities as 
well as allow for ease-
ments along the high-
way, which will be wid-
ened as part of the proj-
ect.

The city agreed to 
pay $22,000 to the 

Dwight E. Langstraat 
and Phyllis J. 
Langstraat Revocable 
Living Trust; $9,850 to 
the trust agreement of 
Duward and Velma 
Walker and $36,400 to 
each Jonnie Marie 

Elder Jacquez and the 
2001 revocable trust of 
Marilynn S. Heard.

In addition, the city 
obtained two tempo-
rary easements for 

City to pay $104k for highway projects
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A GROWING LEGACY
Not far from Route 66, in a Yukon neighbor-

hood, a piece of history grows. 
For more than a decade, Roger Kissner and his 

wife, Martha, have tended to a tree grown from 
the Survivor Tree, an American elm that with-
stood the bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah 
Federal Building on April 19, 1995.

“It was about this big when we got it,” Kissner 
said, holding his hands roughly a foot apart. “I 
don’t remember the exact year we got it, but my 
granddaughter was 6 or 8 years old when we 
planted it, and she’s 19 now.”

Kissner’s granddaughter, Gabrielle Kissner, 
helped him plant the tree. 

Now at least 30 feet tall, it towers over the 
house.

According to information from the Oklahoma 
City National Memorial Museum, the Survivor 
Tree became an iconic symbol of hope and resil-
iency following the 1995 bombing, which killed 
168 people and injured hundreds more. 

Kissner remembers that day well. 
He was about two blocks from the Murrah 

Building, in a restaurant.
“It shook everything around us,” he said. “I saw 

smoke coming up from the Murrah Building.”
Kissner took out his cell phone to call his boss, 

he said, when a man approached him.
“This guy walked up to me,” he said. “He looked 

like he had little pieces of glass all over him. He 
was from the social security office in the building, 
and he wanted to use my phone to call his wife 
and tell her he was all right.”

But the phone lines were already jammed, 
Kissner said. So Kissner gave the man a ride to 
Moore, and by the time he returned to downtown 
Oklahoma City, it was inaccessible.

When Kissner learned that Survivor Tree sap-
lings were being given out at the memorial muse-
um, he knew he wanted one.

Survivor Tree sapling 
is thriving in Yukon

Martha and Roger Kissner stand with a tree grown from a sapling of the Survivor Tree, 
an American elm that withstood the bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building 
in downtown Oklahoma City on April 19, 1995. The couple has tended to the tree since 
planting it more than a decade ago. Photo / Larissa Copeland
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Group raises thousands for Compassionate Hands

From left to right, Power of 100 Canadian County co-founders and board of directors 
Tresa Smith, Tammy McKee, Anita Bishop, Kim Baker and Nancy Campbell stand for a 
picture during the organization’s first meeting, in which it raised $10,000 to be donat-
ed to Compassionate Hands in Yukon. Photo / Provided.

A newly formed 
group of women  in 
Canadian County is 
giving back in a big 
way: by raising $10,000 
for Compassionate 
Hands in Yukon.

Power of 100 
Canadian County held 
its first meeting 
Monday, bringing 
together community- 
minded women who 
want to make a differ-
ence. 

“The first meeting 
was just overwhelming-
ly amazing,” said 
co-founder Anita 
Bishop. “We had so 
many members attend, 
and everybody was so 
positive. It was an all-
around amazing night.”

Bishop said the orga-
nization is still collect-
ing funds from its 
members, and she 
hopes to have Power of 

100 Canadian County 
present a check to 
Compassionate Hands 
next week.

“We are extremely 
grateful to be the recip-
ient of this inaugural 
event,” said Joanne 
Riley, Compassionate 
Hands director. “We 
feel like the Power of 
100 is an incredible 
movement here in our 
community and in 
Canadian County, and 
the response has been 
overwhelming of how 
many women have 
joined already. We’re 
so thankful to be nomi-
nated and selected.”

Each quarter, mem-
bers of Power of 100 
Canadian County will 
meet to combine their 
resources. Members 
are asked to donate 
$100 each at meetings, 
with the goal of raising 
at least $10,000 overall. 
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