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property along the 
roadway.

The payments com-
plete most of the land 
purchases the city will 
need for the project, 
which is a joint effort 
between the Oklahoma 
Department of 
Transportation and the 
city of Yukon.

The project will 
widen the highway 
between Main Street 
and Wagner Road, add-
ing shoulders and a 
center turn lane.

In addition, a por-
tion of the roadway 
from Main Street to 
Ash Street will become 
four lanes.

This is the second 
phase of a three-phase 
project that eventually 
will widen the roadway 
and straighten it 
between Main Street 

and Northwest 
Expressway.

The first phase of the 
project began in 
January and is now 
about 80 percent com-
plete, said Lisa 
Shearer-Salim, an 
ODOT spokesperson.

It is on target to be 
completed in the 
spring, she said.

The first phase 
includes the relocation 
of the highway about 
15 feet to the west of its 
current location to 
make room for a 1,500-
foot bridge, which is 
replacing three outdat-
ed bridges.

Those bridges cross 
the North Canadian 
River.

Salim said most of 
the work on the new 
bridge has been com-
pleted. What remains 

is the road realign-
ment.

Crews also are 
realigning the road 
north of Wilshire, she 
said.

That $14 million 
project also is adding 
shoulders and turn 
lanes, and will 
straighten curves to 
reduce a line-of-sight 
issue.

The first phase 
begins at Wagner Road 
and ends just north of 
Wilshire Boulevard.

The third phase of 
the project, which is 
planned for 2023, will 
be a continuation of 
the first phase from 
Wilshire to Northwest 
Expressway.

That project will 
involve Oklahoma City.

Salim said each of 
the projects is on 

schedule.
However, she did say 

that could change 
based on budget con-
straints as well as the 
new eight-year plan, 
which is expected to be 
released in December.

Meanwhile, another 
major road project in 
Yukon is well under-
way.

Crews have been 
working for more than 
a month on the cre-
ation of an interchange 
at Interstate 40 and 
Frisco Road.

City and ODOT offi-
cials broke ground on 
the project last week.

The project will 
widen Frisco Road to 
four lanes from NW 23 
Street to Vandament.

The area from 
Vandament to State 
Highway 66 was wid-

ened last year in prepa-
ration for this project.

City officials say the 
interchange will pro-
vide travelers with 
access to Frisco Road 

and hopefully reduce 
traffic on Garth Brooks 
Boulevard.

That project is 
expected to take about 
a year to complete. 

Look Who’s 90!
HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY 
OZELLA!
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“I thought it would 
be a neat tree to have,” 
he said. 

For about a year, the 
tree lived in a pot, until 
the Kissners were sure 
it could survive a win-
ter. 

Since then, other 
than losing a couple 
limbs to ice, the tree 
has thrived.

“I love it,” Martha 
said. “I think it’s an 
amazing tree.”

Now, the Kissners 
have given away a few 
saplings of their own. 
Even in October, tiny 
leaf-tipped branches 
sprouted from the 
ground surrounding 
the tree. 

The family indicated 
that, if they ever decid-
ed to move, they’d 
make sure the new resi-
dents knew the impor-
tance of the tree.

“It’s something to be 
proud of,” Roger said.
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Donations are tax 
deductible.

Members may nomi-
nate charities for con-
sideration, and at each 
meeting three chari-
ties are chosen for pre-
sentations. Following 
the presentations, 
members vote on 
which nonprofit they 
would like to support, 

and the nonprofit with 
the most votes will 
receive the funds 
raised that night. 

On Monday, 76 mem-
bers were in atten-
dance, Bishop said, 
and 17 additional 
women voted virtually. 
Even more watched 
via a Facebook Live 
broadcast.

“We were really 
thrilled with the num-
ber of people who 
came out,” Bishop 
said. “It was really a 
nice evening.”

Riley said the money 
donated to 
Compassionate Hands 
will help supplement 
the nonprofit organiza-
tion’s funds, which are 

down drastically due 
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“We have had to can-
cel at least five fund-
raising events that 
were part of the budget 
for 2020,” Riley said. 

Compassionate 
Hands is a nonprofit 
organization that helps 
Yukon residents in 

temporary crisis – and, 
Riley said, right now 
there are a lot of peo-
ple in need.

“There is some real 
need, and we’re seeing 
a lot of people who’ve 
never received help 
before from anyone,” 
Riley said. “I’ve heard 
the quote over and 
over - ‘I’ve never done 

this before.’”
Power of 100 

Canadian County’s 
next meeting will be 
its first of the new 
year, scheduled for 
Jan. 11. 

For more informa-
tion, or to join Power 
of 100 Canadian 
County, visit powerof-
100cc.org. 
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More than 100 pieces 
of jewelry remains in 
the custody of the 
Canadian County sher-
iff’s office.

The presumed cos-
tume jewelry was origi-
nally locked up at the 
old Canadian County 
Jail before 2016 after a 
store burglary poten-
tially occurred.

Lt. Jerry Hendrick, 
who began working the 
case in the spring of 
2016, said the 80 to 100 
pieces of inexpensive 
jewelry has manufac-
turing tags still on 
them. 

However, the sher-
iff’s office has been 
unable to identify 
where the jewelry came 
from because there is 

not a store name on the 
tags, just the company 
that made them.

Hendrick did not 
release the manufactur-
er’s name, as he did not 
want people to claim 
the jewelry solely by 
knowing who made the 
pieces.

“I’ve got a couple of 
pieces that are really 
unusual,” said 
Hendrick.

The second case of 
found jewelry consists 
of 30 to 40 other pieces, 
which could have also 
been a product of a bur-
glary or may have fall-
en out of someone’s 
vehicle, he said. The 
jewelry was found on 
the side of a road.

The pieces of each 
group range from ear-
rings, rings, pearl neck-
laces and more. 

Hendrick said he has 
a man’s and woman’s 
watch that appears to 
be particular to receiv-
ing with the purchase 
of a foreign motorcycle.

Despite being cos-
tume jewelry, the piec-
es together cost about 
$4,000 to $5,000.

While Hendrick has 
received calls from 
across the state, he has 
not been able to match 
any of the items with 
descriptions people 
give.

In hopes of saving 
the county money, 
Hendrick said to return 
the jewelry to its right-
ful owner rather than 
paying a jeweler to ana-
lyze the pieces.

Anyone with infor-
mation about the jewel-
ry is asked to call 
Hendrick at 295-6763.

Some of the found jewelry at the Canadian County Sheriff's Office consist of earrings 
still on manufacturing packaging. Other items include rings and necklaces. Photo / 
Provided

By HALEY HUMPHREY
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Sheriff hopes to locate owners of lost jewelry

Volunteers with 
Santa’s Toy Shoppe 
are working hard to 
ensure that, in these 
uncertain times, needy 
children in Eastern 
Canadian County have 
toys for Christmas.

Santa's Toy Shoppe 
provides Christmas 
presents for children 
up to 15 years of age. 

Last year alone, the 
organization provided 
toys for more than 
1,200 children.

“We are hopeful to 
provide toys this 

year,” said Jim Poe, 
president of the non-
profit organization. 

Poe said he expects 
to see an increase in 
need this year, but he’s 
not sure exactly how 
much. 

And at the same 
time, the toy shoppe 
has other hurdles to 
clear.

“Because of the 
virus, we have lost the 
ability to utilize our 
volunteers from the 
past,” Poe said. “In the 
past, we’ve used pom 
squads, cheerleaders, 
church groups, soccer 
teams and volleyball 

teams, et cetera. We 
can’t use them this 
year.”

So, Poe is also in 
need of volunteers. 

“If anyone would 
like to volunteer to 
assist, we’re going to 
adhere to all CDC sug-
gestions, which means 
wearing face masks, 
social distancing and 
wearing gloves,” Poe 
said. 

Plus, there’s the fact 
that many of the shop-
pe’s toy drop-off loca-
tions – which includes 
Yukon and Mustang 
fire stations, area 
schools and businesses 

like banks – may see 
reduced foot traffic or 
be unable to serve as a 
site this year. 

Poe said he’s still in 
the process of contact-
ing drop-off sites, and 
drop-off boxes are usu-
ally delivered Nov. 1. 

“I’m anticipating 
less funding,” Poe 
said. “The reason for 
that is because our 
number one donation 
site has been Yukon 
and Mustang fire 
departments. They get 
the majority of our 
toys. Next are the 
schools, and I’m not 
certain as to what 

kind of toy drive the 
schools can do this 
year. Third is banks, 
and people aren’t real-
ly going inside banks.”

The toy shoppe, this 
year, has gone fully 
digital, Poe said.

All applications will 
be submitted and pro-
cessed online, and 
recipients will receive 
emails the first week 
of December with a 
date, time and location 
to pick up their toys. 

“Someone who is in 
need of toys can go to 
our website, follow the 
prompts and fill out 
the application,” Poe 

said. “From that appli-
cation, we’ll advise 
them of their date, 
time and location for 
the toys.”

Poe said he’s unsure 
at the moment wheth-
er the organization 
will structure its dis-
tribution as it usually 
does, where parents 
and guardians “shop” 
for toys for their chil-
dren, or if the shoppe 
will offer pre-packaged 
bundles for pickup. 

For more informa-
tion, or to apply for 
toys, visit www.
ecctoyshoppe.com. 

Santa's Toy Shoppe facing hurdles this season
By LARISSA COPELAND
layout@theyukonreview.com


