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GCHS head coach Nick Chatham looks on as senior
Drake Henderson squares up a pitch during the opening
day scrimmage with Richton. Henderson is one of several
top producers back in the lineup for Chatham this season.
Shown (Inset) is senior Kade Kittrell laying down a bunt in
the same game. While Chatham hopes to put together
some big innings with his experienced lineup this season,
he also will continue to pressure opposing defenses with
bunts, hit-and-run calls and steals in order to get runners
into scoring position and across the plate.
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Wildcats have
potential to
post potent
offensive
numbers this
season

By RUSSELL TURNER
Herald Staff

The GCHS Wildcats lost
seven players to gradu-
ation last may, includ-

ing four of the top RBI produc-
ers. That’s a big void to over-
come for any lineup, but the
2020 roster shouldn’t be lack-
ing in production.
With five experienced players

returning for their senior season
and a slew of younger players
with a lot of potential, the Cats
should be able to put runs on
the board. Through Saturday’s
games at Columbia, GCHS has
put up 28 total runs, including
13 in each game Saturday.
“We’ve put together some big

innings and swung the bat well
at times,” Chatham said. “But,
we also weren’t hitting the ball
in a tight game against Petal
and found ways to manufacture
enough runs to win.”
“I told the guys the game was

very likely going to come down
to us executing a bunt in a key
situation. It did and we were
able to get the ball down and
win the game.”
Senior lefty Drake Henderson

is the top returning hitter after

posting a .324 average with
nine RBIs a year ago.
Henderson had just three extra
base hits as a junior, but has a
lot of pop in his bat and should
see those numbers increase in
2020. He finished last season
with 24 hits and 15 runs scored.
He also notched eight stolen
bases, which ties him for the
most among returning players.
Through three games, he’s 3-
of-6 at the plate with an RBI
and four runs scored.
Senior Peyton Roberts, the

other returner with eight stolen
bases and a lock for the top spot
in the batting order, is a key to
the Cats offensive production.
He finished 2019 with a .311
average, which puts him just
behind Henderson among
returning starters. His 25 runs
scored led all players a year ago
and he was second on the team
with 32 hits. He has been a cat-
alyst for GCHS so far in 2020
as well, getting on base and
scoring five runs thus far.
“Drake has been a key part of

our line-up over the past four
years and I am very confident
in his abilities to lead us at the
plate. He has good speed as
well and will help us on the
bases.”
“Peyton has been a staple for

us in the leadoff spot since his
sophomore season. He is a
great baserunner and solid at
the plate. I am expecting great
things out of Peyton this season
as the catalyst at the top of our
line-up.”
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