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The graduating class of
2020, you’re special. It’s
the first year of a new
decade. You were born into
the world with the after-
math of 9/11 as your back-
drop. Changing things.
That was the theme then,
and that is the theme as you
begin your own journeys
through life. 
Your final days of school

were cut short. You missed
prom, your spring sports
and those final days walk-
ing the halls saying good-
bye to teachers and friends.
It was your rite of passage
from this chapter to the
next. You handled it well.
Those are days that will
never return, but it will
make your first class
reunion so special. In the
meantime, keep those
bonds alive. 
You will be part of histo-

ry. Your class will be part
of history lessons. The
future will see all the
unique ways you showed
you could adapt to change
and adversity. Instead of
just giving up, you showed
up. In the past several
weeks, you worked with
school administration and
teachers to come up with a
plan. You compromised,
willingly. And those are
qualities you will carry
with you throughout life.
No matter how bleak the
circumstance may seem,
you can show up and be

part of the change. 
Now is not only a

time for you to be an
example, it’s also a
time to learn. You have
joined the ranks of
your grandparents who
began their adult lives
amid adversity and
struggle. Think about
all those that have gone
before you. Ask your
grandparents about their
high school years. Many of
you know someone who
was shipped off to war
before their high school
graduation, earning their
diplomas years later. Some
didn’t make it home. 
Some of your grandpar-

ents lived through the
struggle of integration.
Imagine having been part
of the first graduating inte-
grated class. Think about
the struggles many students
faced on both sides. They
persevered. They changed
and adapted. The closeness
of those friendships is still
evident today. Talk to
them. Ask them their sto-
ries. And most important-
ly, listen. One day in your
future, it might be you
answering those questions.
All these students made

their way into the world in
a time of uncertainty and
change. Because of them,
you are here, and you are a
testament to the strength of
people. So, don’t let people
tell you positive change

can’t happen. The world is
changing. You will be the
leaders of change. Your
actions will affect your
future. It will affect your
children’s futures. Think
about how you want histo-
ry to remember you.  
As you begin to make

your way into the military,
the medical field, the edu-
cation system, construc-
tion, your own business
and the many other things
you all will become, you
will meet new people.
They will come from dif-
ferent areas of the country,
or the world. Not everyone
will have the same back-
grounds and perspective,
and some of these things
will clash. That’s life. If
everyone thought the same,
there would be no progress. 
Keep a positive focus

because positivity is conta-
gious. Keep a humble atti-
tude because you don’t
know what’s going on in
the life of the person next
to you. Remember the
changes you make will
affect the lives of your

grandchildren. You are
navigating a challeng-
ing time, and your out-
come is up to you. 
You have come a long

way since those kinder-
garten days, and you
have many more great
days ahead of you. You
have done an outstand-
ing job together, and

together, you can do great
things for the future.
Congratulations to the sen-
iors of 2020, and good luck
to all of you. 
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