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As I begin my
address, I would

like to use this oppor-
tunity to offer my sin-
cere gratitude to all of
you.  While it is tradi-
tional that a “thank
you” section can be
found in every valedic-
torian speech ever
written, it does not
make my many thank-yous
any less heartfelt or any less
genuine. 
First and foremost, I thank

God for life, for my salva-
tion, and for the ability to be
here in front of all of you.
Without Him, I would be
nothing.  
I then want to thank my

devoted parents and grand-
parents for pushing me to do
my best - not only in school
but also in every part of my
life.   They have instilled
moral principles and taught
me to pursue excellence,
along with humility, in all
things. 
In addition to my parents

and grandparents, I would
not be the person I am today
without my brothers having
set examples of perseverance
and hard work.  
And I must thank

GCHS teachers and admin-
istrators who are among the
best in the world.
Additionally, I would like to
express my appreciation to
the entire staff of the Greene
County School District. 
I could never forget the

devoted elementary teachers
and aides who taught us pri-
mary skills, took care of
basic needs such as wiping
noses, pulling baby teeth,
and giving  warm hugs and a
good start.  
Also, to the cafeteria staff

who have given us encourag-
ing words  and smiles in the
middle of a rough day, I want
to extend a huge thank you. 
Yes, even to you, Bubba

Clay and Chico Jack, for
motivating students with
your positive attitudes, I say
thank you! 
Without all of these won-

derful people, none of us
would be who we are today. 
While all of these people

have had a big influence on
who we are, the events  we
encounter in life can make
all the difference in life’s
outcomes.  The truth is,
everyone is going through
something. Life is tough! 
I am reminded of one of

my mom’s favorite sayings,
“What you go through in
life can make you bitter or
better; the choice is yours.”  
Most of the time, there is

nothing we can control
about the events life presents
to us — except one thing,
our RESPONSE!   The
importance of our response
has been instilled within
many of us. We know it as
“E+R=O.”  
The E+R=O law is a truth

many football players and
coaches will recognize.
While E+R=O sounds like
some conundrum from our
algebra classes, what those
variables represent  are
“event plus response equals
outcome.” 
Oftentimes, we cannot

control the event or choose
the outcome we want, but
we can control how we
RESPOND to the events.
Our RESPONSE is what
defines each of us as a per-
son.   We, not our circum-
stances, dictate whether we
lie down or stand up to fight
in the face of adversity —
whether we lash out in hos-
tility, turn the other cheek
in humility, or learn from
an event or deny it.
If the crisis we all face right

now, Covid-19, has done
one  thing, it has taught us
all about adversity. There is
no denying that the time we
have spent distancing our-
selves from friends and fam-
ily, missing the last days of
high school,   enduring the
time of unemployment, and
experiencing fear caused by
this pandemic has been a
test for us all. However, it is
how we RESPOND to this
and other events that will
make a positive impact on
our future.  
Here is an example: we can

lament the two months we
have missed as GCHS sen-
iors, or we can choose to
focus on the almost thirteen
beautiful years we have  had
prior to this pandemic. You
see, it is our RESPONSE  to
this or any crisis that is piv-

otal, more than the
event itself.  
The Bible is filled

with people from
whom we can draw
comparisons about
a RESPONSE to
failure or crisis.
Judas Iscariot is a
prime example of
how we can

respond the wrong way.
Prior to Jesus’ death, Judas,
one of the twelve disciples
— plotted to betray his
friend, Jesus.  This horrible
decision ultimately resulted
in Judas taking his own life
because of the deep guilt he
felt.   Judas perceived him-
self as unforgivable. Judas
chose to lie down, chose to
give up — chose not to fight
back.  He obviously felt that
he could never recover from
his wrong. 
Let us be honest. We all

make mistakes that can put
us in seemingly impossible
situations. Some of those
mistakes have far-reaching
consequences; some are
resolved by a simple, “I’m
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