
4B GREENE COUNTYThursday, September 3, 2020

New coach, new scheme, but Cats
look to remain stingy on defense

Lots of big
shoes to fill for
GCHS, but
coaches feel good
about defensive
potential

By RUSSELL TURNER
Herald Staff

Greene County was
stout on defense a
year ago. They gave

up less than two scores per
game and pitched two
shutouts, which is a big rea-
son the Cats went on an 8-
win roll.
But that was a totally differ-
ent defensive unit. New
defensive coordinator
Timmy Story is installing a
new 5-2 defensive scheme
while also replacing ten of
that unit’s top 14 tacklers
due to graduation.  That is
far from an ideal scenario for
a new coach, but that doesn’t
seem to be a deterrent for
Story.

“I am excited to be here and
excited about getting this
season underway,” Story
said. “We’ve got good kids in
this program and I love
working with them. They
are working hard and learn-
ing more every day.”
“We’re going to be playing
a lot of young guys and that
includes several freshmen
that have been looking really
good. All of our linebackers
and defensive backs are first-
year starters at their posi-
tions. That lack of varsity
playing time hurts, but once
they get a few games under
their belts I expect us to be in
good shape.”
One familiar name from a
year is that of junior nose
guard/tackle Jeremiah
Cochran. Buster, as his
coaches and teammates call
him, is the top returning
player for Story after playing
in all 12 games a year ago.
He was disruptive in the
trenches a year ago and fin-
ished third on the team with
61 tackles. But Cochran is a
few weeks from being back
in action as a medical issue
has him sidelined at least
through the first few games.
Junior J.T. Dunnam saw
action in eight games last

year and showed a lot of
promise with 19 solo tackles
to his credit. He will get the
nod at one of the tackle posi-
tions alongside senior Dugan
McClelland. Senior Anthony
London is expected to see a
lot of playing time as well.
Seniors Chad Thomas and
Zane Turner are projected as
the starters at defensive end,
but senior Dre Grice will see
time there as well. Thomas
and junior Nik Wilson, who
is also on the depth chart at
end, are the only two to have
seen varsity time a year ago,
but Story feels confident the
group can hold their own
this year.
“Chad has really been play-
ing well in practice,” Story
said. “He is a country-strong
kid who uses his hands very
well (against would-be
blockers).”
“Anthony London didn’t
play much last year, but he is
a real coaches’ player,
because he is just a sponge in
picking up what coaches are
teaching him.”
Linebackers Keaton
Hollinghead and Devin
Dueitt each saw action a year
ago. Hollinghead played in
12 games a year ago and is
one of the leading returning

tacklers. Dueitt played in
eight games as a freshman
and equaled that number in
tackles. Both have benefitted
from their time in the weight
room and have their coaches’
confidence. Others that
Story is depending on at
linebacker are Dre Grice and
Ethan Roberts.
“Keto (Hollinghead) is get-
ting better every day,” Story
said. “He is a very versatile
player and could see time at
nose guard and even safety
for us this year. 
“Devin is just a sophomore,
but I am expecting big things
from him. He is a good ath-
lete and extremely quick to
the football. Grice is a good
athlete and is an aggressive
player that has played defen-
sive back, but can also play
linebacker and end. I
thought the linebackers as a
group played well against
George County.”
Holding down the defen-
sive secondary will be junior
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The GCHS Wildcats not only have a lot of big names to replace on the defensive side of the ball this season, they also have new
coaches and a new defensive scheme to learn. First-year defensive coordinator Timmy Story says although his group is inexpe-
rienced, he feels good about their ability, particularly by the time region play rolls around. Shown here are defensive starters
approaching the line of scrimmage in the jamboree against George County last Friday.
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