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Tuttle Head Football 
Coach Brad Ballard led 
the Tuttle Tigers as they 
won the 2018 gold ball 
and led a spirited run 
last season. Ballard has 
been a perennial win-
ner with an unques-
tionable record.

However, he can’t do 
it all himself. 

Tuttle has brought in 
two new coaches this 
year, welcoming back 
some guys who were 
working elsewhere last 
season. 

Rather than specializ-
ing on either off ensive 
or defensive units, all of 
Tuttle’s football coach-
es work both sides of 
the ball.
“Chris Finn came 

back to Tuttle,” Coach 
Ballard said. “He’s been 
here before in the past. 
He’s been working over 
at Westmoore. He’s 
also a wrestling coach, 
too. He’s going to do 
our defensive line and 
also help with our tied 
ends. 
“Colin Steverson 

came back to us. Colin 
has been gone for a year, 
but he came back to us 
and he will be coaching 
wide receiver. He was at 
Mustang last year.    I’ll  
be coaching wide re-

ceiver, linebackers, and 
he’ll be our special 
teams coordinator. He’s 
pretty busy. He does a 
good job. “Coach Bell 
helps with the wide re-
ceivers as well. We’ve 
got a couple of fresh-
man coaches that have 
been helping us every 

day, too: Coach Cobb 
and Coach Littlejim. 
“Our freshmen are in 

the same hour as our 
varsity now, so we had 
to have a couple hands 
come in. We only have 
four returning starters 
on our whole team. So, 
everything’s new.”

Tuttle

Ballard introduces Tigers coaching staff
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Above: Chance Cobb, Canon West, Mason Stokes and 
Dillon Ballard on defense making a tackle for the Tigers 
during a scrimmage with Washington.
Right: Brad Ballard coaches during a game last year.
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Contributing Writer

Adam Brotherton 
– Senior Linebacker 
(5’9”, 185)

When the team 
captains were elected 
a couple of weeks ago, 
Brotherton was the 
leading vote getter. He 
is like having another 
coach on the fi eld, a 
fact that was verifi ed 
by Sam Dollar, the 
defensive coordinator 
and linebacker coach. 

“All the guys know that if 
they have a question they 
can go to Adam,” said 
Dollar. 

Brotherton was very 
humbled by being 
chosen as captain. “I feel 
honored to be chosen 
by my teammates to be 
captain,” said Brotherton. 

“I’m really excited to lead 
my teammates and just 
try be the best version 
of me every single day. I 
think that to be a good 
captain you have to be 
completely bought in to 
the program. You have to 
be willing to do anything 
and everything for your 
teammates; for your 
brothers.”

Brotherton says that 
the team had a great 
summer in spite of the 
COVID-19 guidelines. 

“I really feel like the 
guys bought in,” said 
the captain. “We have 
learned that there are 
only two things that we 
control, and that’s our 
attitude and eff ort. Our 
guys really bought into 
that, and it’s going to 
show on the fi eld this 
year.”  

From Coach 
Blankenship: “Adam is 
hands down the best 
leader that I have ever 
coached. He knows our 
defense well enough 
to coach it and that is 
exactly what he spends 
a lot of his time doing. 
Our LB core is stronger 
because of Adams’ 
commitment to taking 
the younger players and 
teaching them the ins 
and outs of the position. 
He is a strong young 
man of character and a 
shining example of what 
we want our program to 
represent. I expect him 
to have a huge year.”

Elijah Young – Senior 
Running Back (5’8”, 
192)

Elijah Young may be 
one of the best-kept 
secrets in 6A football 
this year. He has been 
a star running back at 
every level of football 
he has played, until he 
was stopped by a torn 
meniscus in his junior 
year, which required 
surgery. Young missed 
that entire year, but he 
has totally recovered and 
looking to be an impact 
player for the Broncos 
this year.

  Young say that he is 
back to 100%. “I’m back 
stronger,” said Young. 

“I’ve been working on 
my craft to try to have 
a really good senior year 

for my team and so I can 
go to college.” 

  Th e senior says he 
is strongly motivated 
by his family. “We’re all 
pushing to be the best 
that we be,” said Young. 
We get on each other, 
trying to make us each 
the best person we can 
be in our lives.”

  Young is another 
team-fi rst guy that loves 
his teammates and 
coaches, and also loves 
the town of Mustang. 

“We will fi ght for this 
town,” said Young. “We 
want to make our town 
proud and put it on the 
map. We play for each 
other, but we also play 

for our town. Win, lose 
or draw we will fi ght for 
you until the end. We 
will not stop.”

  From Coach 
Blankenship: “Elijah is a 
special talent. An injury 
kept him from being a 
major contributor last 
season, but I believe that 
he is due for a breakout 
senior campaign.”

Dominique Dunn 
– Senior Bronco Back 
(6’2”, 208) 

Dominique Dunn, 
who plays the crucial 
Bronco Back position for 
Mustang, passes the eye 
test. At 6’2” he is taller 
and faster than most of 

the players that will be 
trying to defend him, 
and he creates matchup 
nightmares for opposing 
defensive coaches. 

Dunn was chosen to 
be one of the captains for 
the 2020 Broncos, which 
speaks volumes about 
how his teammates feel 
about him.  Dunn is a 
selfl ess, humble young 
man that has totally 
bought in to the concept 
of team as defi ned by 
Blankenship and the 
rest of the coaching staff .  
Dunn loves the attitude 
of this Broncos squad. 

“Th e team is looking 
really good,” said Dunn. 

“We have a very good 

bond, and we’re really 
forming a brotherhood. 
Our team attitude is 
amazing. We’re pushing 
each other to be our best 
as we fi ght for positions.” 
Dunn is the returning 
starter at Bronco Back, 
and the coaches expect 
big things from him.  

Dunn has a message for 
the Mustang community. 

“We’re going to have a 
special season this year.” 

From Coach 
B l a n k e n s h i p : 

“Dominique is one of 
the best athletes on our 
team. He is so versatile 
and able to perform 
multiple disciplines on 
the off ensive side. He has 
great size, strength, and 
speed. Th ere is no doubt 
in my mind that he has 
a future at the next level. 
He is the defi nition of a 
young man that leads by 
example. He is a quiet 
kid by nature, but his 
character and work ethic 
did not go unnoticed by 
his teammates as he was 
elected captain this year 
by his peers.”

Wyatt King – Senior 
Off ensive Lineman 
(6’0”, 240)

  Th is is how good 
Wyatt King is: He has 
started every game 
at right guard for the 
Broncos since the third 
game of his sophomore 
year. Just to get on the 
fi eld as a sophomore 
lineman in 6A football is 
quite a feat.

  King likes his teams’ 
chances this year. “I 
think we’re looking 
pretty good,” said King. 

“But, we just need to get 
our timing down. When 
game time comes it’ll be 
perfect. We’ll be ready.”

  King and his 
teammates are thankful 
there’s going to be a 
season. “Th e team is 
hyped that we’re going to 
get to play this year, said 
King. “ We’re going to 
have a heck of a season 
and we’ll be glad to see 
all the fans who support 
us.” 

  From Coach 
Blankenship: Wyatt 
King is playing like a 
senior right now. I have 
been impressed by his 
leadership this year. He 
isn’t the biggest kid on 
our front fi ve, but he 
is tough and aggressive. 
Th e kid will hit you and 
hit you hard. 

Mustang

Four Horseman to watch in 2020
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Pictured clockwise from top left: Senior linbebacker Adam Brotherton, senior running back Elijah Young, senior 
off ensive lineman Wyatt King, senior Bronco back Dominique Dunn.


