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BIRD HUNTING

Early dove season kicks off new hunting adventures
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Photo by John N. Felsher

Greg Lein admires a mourning dove he shot while hunting
on the Portland Landing Special Opportunity Area near EIm
Bluff, Ala.

BY JOHN N. FELSHER

One of the most numer-
ous and prolific game birds
in North America, mourn-
ing doves offer extremely
fast and challenging wing
shooting as they kick off a
new season afield.

Dove season in the North
Zone runs from Sept. 5 to
Oct. 25. In the South Zone,
which includes Mobile and
Baldwin counties, the season
lasts from Sept. 12 to Nov. 1.
Sportsmen can again hunt
doves statewide from Nov. 21-
29 and from Dec. 12 through
Jan. 10, 2021. Sportsmen can
bag up to 15 doves per day in
any combination of mourn-
ing and white-winged doves.
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Native to the arid south-
western states and Mexico,
white-winged doves began
expanding their range
northward and eastward in
the past few years. White-
wings resemble mourning
doves, but with bold white
wing patches that make very
distinctive identification
marks in flight.

“Mourning doves occur
statewide,” advised Seth
Maddox, the Alabama Divi-
sion of Wildlife and Fresh-
water Fisheries Migratory
Game Bird Coordinator.
“White-winged doves are
mostly in Mobile and Bald-
win counties.”
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Neighbors Who Know These Neighborhood:s.

When you are searching

for the special place to call
home, no one can be more
helpful than a Realtor who
knows your hometown. Qur
Realtors know this market and
are a part of a family-owned
company that has been
operating in and helping to
build this area for decades.

CALL YOUR LOCAL
AGENTS TODAY!
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