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Difficult Decisions:

A Couple Says ‘I Do’

By Hope Lenamon
On AnneClaire (McCannon) and Heath Huffman’s
wedding day everything went
beautifully, but nothing went
according to plan.
Their June 5, 2020, wedding date fell in the midst of
a surge of COVID-19 cases
across Texas. As they prepared to say “I Do,” venues
were required to limit occupancy, and guests concerned
for their health began to have
pre-wedding jitters.
By mid-April the couple
decided they would still exchange vows in the summer,
and reschedule the full ceremony and reception.
“I had to let go of this expectation I had for such a long
time in my head,” AnneClaire
said of the wedding which
took a year-and-a-half to plan.
“You expect normal things to
go wrong on your wedding
day, like, flowers don’t get set
up right, or someone might
show up a little late… But
the fact that the event you’ve

been planning might not even
happen…”
“It was frustrating,”
Heath finished.
Heath, a 2014 graduate of
McGregor High School, met
AnneClaire, of Marble Falls,
in a service organization at
Texas A&M. The two started
as friends, began dating, and
were engaged two years later
in November 2018. Both
Heath and AnneClaire graduated from Texas A&M later
that year. After graduation,
Heath returned to McGregor
to work at Huffman Farms,
while AnneClaire is working
through her second year of
Vet School at A&M.
While the initial decision to move their wedding
was tough, changing the date
of their big day proved even
more frustrating. By the time
their venue, Peach Creek
Ranch, allowed a date switch,
only two options remained in
2020: November 12 or December 31. They chose New
Years Eve, and luckily, were

able to negotiate out of having to pay a $2,000 holiday
event fee. However, they
must still pay the venue workers holiday pay. They also
had to call all the other vendors who charged fees for the
new date—something they
said was understandable, yet
stressful.
“We were almost done
paying for everything,” AnneClaire said. “Now it’s like,
‘Here’s these extra costs you
now have to cover.’”
The bright spot of the experience, they said, was having a small ceremony they
would not have experienced
otherwise. Kevin and Sheryl
Huffman, Heath’s parents,
made an altar at their home.
AnneClaire hand painted
bottles and set Mason Jars and
flowers out for decoration.
Only their parents, siblings,
grandparents, and Maid of
Honor and Best Man were in
attendance. Paul Allison officiated, and the two families
came together to share com-

Packing a shoebox for
Operation Christmas Child
(OCC) presents no age barriers—a fact demonstrated
by Margie Wheat, an active
97-year-old shoebox packer.
Even this year of COVID-19
has not slowed her down in
providing special items for
many boxes. She might not
be able to get out to all the
stores she would like, but she
still manages, with the help of
her daughters and friends, to
find just what she thinks is essential.
Margie’s two favorite
items are soccer balls and
Barbie dolls with a complete
handmade wardrobe.
Every year she provides soccer
balls and pumps for boys and
girls alike, and she also sews
special outfits for the dolls.

“Especially blessed is the
little girl who receives one of
Margie’s Barbie doll boxes,“
stated a friend. Bendable
bead dolls with wild hairdos
are another Wheat specialty.
Margie’s influence, and
a great illustration of no age
limits, was readily visible at a
recent College Avenue Baptist
Church (OCC) packing party: among the packers were
daughter Cathy, granddaughter Charlotte, and 5-year-old
great-granddaughter
Ainsleigh. And a seond packing
party was staffed with people
of all ages, ranging from 86
down to age four.
Operation
Christmas
Child is a Samaritan’s Purse
project that distributes shoeboxes packed with God’s love
in the form of practical and

exciting gifts. Churches, organizations, and individuals
across the Moody, Oglesby,
Crawford and McGregor
(MOCM) area are once again
packing shoeboxes, working
toward the OCC goal of 11
million shoeboxes distributed
across the world to over 100
countries.
For 2020, the MOCM
area has the goal of reaching
or beating the 2019 intake of
1580 boxes. College Avenue
Baptist Church will again be
serving as the drop-off center. National Collection Week
is Monday, November 16 to
Monday, November 23. For
additional information about
our local project or to receive
OCC boxes and other materials, call 254 722-1345.
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munion.
While Heath joked two
ceremonies meant they could
get married twice without
ever having to get divorced,
he and AnneClaire said the
experience was truly a lesson
in communication and only
made their marriage stronger.
Plus, they said, a celebration
of their love would be a good
way to end a pretty awful
year.
“There’ve been blessings in disguise through all
of this,” AnneClaire said. “It
made me realize, even more,
it’s really about two people
coming together.”
Difficult Decisions is an
ongoing series looking into
tough choices members of our
community are facing during
the ongoing coronavirus pandemic. If you, or someone
you know, made a difficult
decision and would like to
share, please email Hope at Heath and AnneClaire Huffman made the decision to
hopelenamon@mcgregormir- move their big wedding ceremony and reception, but
ror.com.
they still found a way to say, “I Do.”

Operation Christmas Child: Unbound by Age

Margie Wheat with her Barbie dolls
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Ruby Dennis

Ruby H. Dennis Previously of McGregor, Texas
passed away September 8,
2020. Services will be held
at 11:00 am; Thursday, September 17, 2020 at 10th and
Colcord Church. Burial will
be Friday at Texas Veterans
Cemetery in Killeen.
Ruby Hazel Dennis was
born on November 22, 1943
in McGregor, Texas to I.J. and
Lola Mae Jones. She attended
the East 3rd and Pullen Street
Church of Christ with her parents in her early years.
Ruby attended George
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Washington Carver High
School in McGregor, Texas.
She later attended McLennan
Community College and received certifications as a Certified Nursing Assistant and a
Medication Aide. Though she
worked in many areas to include retail sales, food service
and Army civilian personnel,
her passion was always in
the field of healthcare and in
particular, senior care. She
worked as a Certified Nursing Assistant at Quality Care
Nursing Home in Waco,
Texas for over six years and
as a Certified Nursing Assistant and Medication Aide at
St. Catherine Center also in
Waco, for more than 16 years
until retirement.
Ruby deeply cared for
her patients and consistently
treated them with dignity and
respect. The patients and
their families loved her for
the genuine compassion that
she always displayed. Ruby’s
mantra was to care for the
patients as if they were family and in the way she would
want to be cared for.
She married Frank A.
Dennis on September 8,
1965. From this union, they
raised five children. As a
very supportive Army wife,
she traveled with Frank and
the children to many military
locations across the United
States and Germany until
1985 when Frank retired from
the Army and they relocated
to Waco, Texas.
In 1986, under the
leadership of Brother Agathus Robinson both Ruby
and Frank confessed Christ
as their Savior and were baptized at the East 3rd and Pul-

len Street Church of Christ of
McGregor, Texas. They later
moved their membership to
the 10th Street and Colcord
Avenue Church of Christ in
Waco where Ruby remained
faithful until her death.
Ruby was preceded in
death by her parents; four sisters, Rose Dawn Jones, Geraldine Green, Bernice Brooks
and Hester Haynes and two
brothers, I. J. Jones, Jr. and
Carter Lee Jones.
Ruby leaves behind a loving and very devoted husband,
Frank A. Dennis, five children
which she cherished, Yolanda
C. Dennis-Lowman (Barry) of
Madison, Alabama; Brenda L.
Humphrey (Paul) of Powder
Springs, Georgia; Eretta D.
Dennis of Waco, Texas; Frank
A. Dennis, Jr. of West Haven,
Connecticut and Anthony
B. Dennis (Ericca) of Tulsa,
Oklahoma; eight beautiful
grandchildren, Nikia A. Diaz
(Bryan); Breanna N. Dennis;
Deremier A. Smith (Zach);
Anthony Z. Dennis; Kourtney
D. Lowman; Aven Z. Dennis;
Mikayla D. Dennis and Amari
J. Dennis; two sisters, Dyres
M. Washington of Lancaster,
Texas; Sharon L. Nance (William) of McGregor, Texas and
one brother, Charles J. Jones
of Killeen, Texas; and a host
of nieces, nephews, relatives
and friends.

Marti Pollard
Peterson
Marti Peterson, 85, went
to her heavenly home on
September 6, 2020. Marti
was born February 6, 1935 in
Oglesby, Texas to Ernest and
Ida Casey.
Marti moved to Houston
as a young wife and mother
but she always considered
Oglesby to be “home.” She
attended every Oglesby High
School reunion she could and
was very proud to be named
“Coming Home Queen” one
year. An honor for being the
attendee who traveled the farthest to attend.
She felt very strongly
about sharing her faith in Jesus Christ and led others to
Christ through her time as a
volunteer with the Jail Ministry of Houston’s First Baptist
Church.
Marti formed an auto title
service in 1966 and employed
several family members in the
business over the years. She
enjoyed her work until retiring
in 2010.
She is predeceased by her
parents, Ernest (Pete) and Ida
Pollard and her sister, Ernestine McKenzie. She is sur-

vived by her daughter, Donna
Stafford and husband Mike,
grandsons, Alan Hale and
wife Melissa, Erik Hale and
wife Tracy, great grandchildren, Reagan, Cooper, Macy,
Kinley, Katelyn, and Cameron Hale, sister, Liz Isbill and

nephew Robert Isbill.
A memorial service will
be held Saturday, September
19, 2020 at 11:30 a.m. at First
Baptist Church Oglesby with
burial to follow at Post Oak
cemetery in Oglesby, Texas.

Out of abundance of caution, the McLennan County
Tax Office is closed to the
public for various reasons
until further notice. The office is still open and services
are still available by mail and
online. As always, payments
can be deposited in the drop
box located to the right of the
entrance of the McLennan
County Records Building.
The COVID-19 situation
is evolving on a daily basis
and will continue to be evaluated closely for the benefit of
the customers and staff of the
McLennan County Tax Office. We understand that this
may be an inconvenience to
some and have increased our
availability on the telephone
to assist the public with any
transaction they may have.
The main telephone number
is 254.757.5130.
Property taxes will continue to incur penalty and
interest if not paid timely.
Please drop payments in the
drop-off box, mail the payment to P.O. Box 406 or pay
online with a convenience fee.
For motor vehicle transactions, Governor Abbott has
waived certain vehicle registration, titling, and parking
placard regulations in Texas

under the Governor’s Disaster
Declaration. Services are still
available by mail and online.
The McLennan County
Tax Office is located in Waco
with substations in West and
McGregor. Most transactions
can be processed through the
mail at P.O. Box 406, Waco,
TX 76703.

County Tax Office lobby
closed to the public

Rhett
Revolution
Memorials

To send memorials or
honorariums to The Rhett
Revolution mail to The Rhett
Revolution, P.O. Box 49, McGregor, Texas 76657. The
Rhett Revolution is a 501(c)
3 organization and is tax deductible. An email has been
set up for the McGregor Food
Pantry. It is mcgregorfoodpantry @gmail.com.
The Food Pantry distributes each month on the last
Sunday of the Month between
2:00 and 3:00 p.m. located at
Second and Madison Streets.
The Rhett Revolution is
looking for volunteers. To
learn more about it contact
any member of the group at
the above email.

