Lady Dogs Show Grit, Determination in First District Game The McGregor Mirror

Lady dogs celebrate after a strong district opener win against the West Trojans.

Distance Dogs Lead
the Pack at Home
By Hope Lenamon
The Distance Dogs set
the pace at home last Saturday, September 12, for the
McGregor High School Invitational. Both varsity teams
placed first and the boys jayvee team placed second.
“The Cross Country
teams had a dominant weekend in their first home meet
of the season,” Head Coach
Jason Taylor said.
The varsity Lady Dogs
had four runners place in the
top ten individually. The team
competed their two-mile run
against Lorena, Salado, West,
Crawford, Little River, Hubbard and Riesel. Freshman
Kyndall Houchin led the team
with a second place finish and
a time of 12:11.3—a 13-second improvement from her
last race.
Senior Alayia Malbrough
finished in sixth place with a
time of 12:42.7. Juniors Selene Castro and Pilar Perez and
sophomore Estefanny Rocha
placed ninth, 10th and 11th,
respectively. Castro ran a
13:11.0, Perez a 13:13.8, and
Rocha a 13:21.9. Freshman
Estrella Ruiz ran a 14:06.89
and finished 19th, while sophomore Autumn Dunn finished
22nd with a time of 14:34.9.
The varsity Bulldogs had
four runners place in the top
ten individually for their 5k
race against Salado, West,
Riesel, Lorena, Crawford and
Little River Academy. Senior
Eddie Dominguez led the
team with a first place finish
at 16:29.5, and junior Raul
Arceo finished in second with
a time of 16:50.8.
Juniors Sebastian Valdez
finished fourth with a time of
17:19.1, while junior Ryan
Butters finished sixth with a
time of 17:31.7. Freshman
Benjamin Castro finished
15th and dropped more than a
minute off his race time to run
a 18:37.0. Sophomore Dawson Keller finished 17th with
a time of 18:41.8, and senior
Daniel Espinoza finished 56th
with a time of 22:26.7.
For the jayvee boys first
place win as a team, three runners placed in the top ten individually. Zane Mach placed
first, Riley Martin placed fifth
and Alexis Espinoza placed
10th. Leonardo Torres earned
a 13 place finish while Felix
Delgado, Raphael Torres and
Diego Arceo finished 16th,
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Go Bulldogs!

A determined Deja Threadgill goes up for a hit against
the West Trojans. The Lady Dogs won the match, which
was their first district game, in three sets.
29th and 30th.
Although the jayvee girls
did not have enough runners
to place as a team, two of the
Lady Dogs placed in the top
ten individually. Freshman
Jaelynn Thompson finished
third, and sophomore Galilea Delgado finished 10th.
Sophomore Lessly Rebollar
and junior Alyssa Paniagua
finished 19th and 22nd.
“A huge thank you to all
the seniors, parents and MHS
staff that helped to make this
Project Graduation fundraiser
a successful event,” Taylor
added of the meet.
On Thursday, the Distance Dogs will compete at
the Waco Invitational at the
HOT Soccer Complex. The
varsity girls will run at 8 a.m.
followed by jayvee girls, varsity boys and jayvee boys.
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Pilar Perez races to a 10th place
finish. The Lady Dogs placed first
as a team at the McGregor Invitational.
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Alayia Malbrough, who finished in sixth place, runs
the final stretch of her twomile race last Saturday.
Daniel Espinoza beats a runner to
finish with a time of 22:26.7. The
varsity Bulldogs won first place at
the the McGregor Invitational l.
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By Hope Lenamon
The McGregor Lady
Dogs looked strong in their
district opener on September
11 as they defeated the West
Trojans in three close sets at
home.
“The girls played with
confidence, played hard and
never gave up,” Head Coach
Leslie Drummond said.
The night was marked
by back-and-forth action with
two sets extending beyond
the standard 25-point cut off,
as the teams battled for the
two point lead necessary to
secure a set win. The Lady
Dogs came out on top in the
first set with a score of 31-29
and in the second set 26-24. In
a showcase of grit and determination, McGregor was able
to pull ahead in the third and
final set of the night, 25-21, to
secure the match win.
“I am proud of the composure they kept late in the set
to finish,” Drummond added.
Senior Mara Hering led
the team with 15 kills. Freshman Chloe McCauley also
continued to build her reputation on the court, recording
seven kills of her own. Senior
Kiley coats led the team with
23 assists.
The win brought the Lady Mara Hering gets some air as she approaches for a hit.
Dogs record to 8-3 overall and Hering led the Lady Dogs with 15 kills.
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Kyndall Houchin trails the
first place runner by just
seconds. Houchin placed
second and ran a 12:11.3.
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Raul Arceo starts the second
loop of the 5K race course.
Arceo finished in second with
a time of 16:50.8.
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