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City Council—Continued from Page One
naming of The Scale House
on The Exchange property.
Dr. Watson Arnold and Phil
and Deedie Hering made a donation of $40,000 in memory
of Cavitt Caufield. This building will be now be known as
the Cavitt Caufield Center .
Cassie Thomas, director
for The Exchange said she
has had others express interest in naming rights for the

jail house space and the main
building.
The second item on the
agenda drew public attention.
The item was listed as: to discuss and take possible action
regarding approval of Resolution R-5-20, a resolution of
the City of McGregor, Texas
approving the purchase and
finance certain property for an
appraisal office in Copperas

Thursday
Sept. 17, 2020

Cove, Texas.
Mayor Jimmy Hering
assured citizens that the City
was not purchasing property
in Copperas Cove, but was
worded correctly to post, but
realizing it could cause confusion.
Mitch Fast, of the Coryell
Appraisal District addressed
the council and explained that
since McGregor had property
in Coryell County (SpaceX) t

the City was one of many taxing units that needed to act on
approving the purchase of the
appraisal office building in
Copperas Cove.
The County had previously been leasing a building,
but found a building to purchase that would better serve
the needs of the county.
The County needed a 3/4
majority approval of all the
taxing units to be able to ap-

prove the purchase.
“It’s not really a dollar
issue,” Fast told the council.
McGregor’s portion of the
total taxing units is 0.08 percent.
City Manager Kevin Evans said that if citizens were
uncertain about a city council
agenda item, they could always contact the city for explanation.
In other action, the council approved Ordinance

0-21-20, amending article VI-Abandonment or vacation of public way; repealing
secions 52-223 through 52227 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of McGregor,
Texas; creating new sections
52-223 relating to the abondonment of streets, alleyways
and portions thereof. This
action would aid in bringing
property back on the tax rolls
in the future.

thousands and thousands
of dollars in buying rightof-way, building road beds
and financing the G.C.S.F.,
all on the strength of promises made to them by the
men from Galveston. But
the Galveston men changed
their plans. They bought
some cheap land to the east,
built their own city, built
a terminal and left Belton
high and dry on the western
branch.
They named their town
Temple in honor of the engineer who was building the
road. From that day until
this, Belton has never recovered its position of prominence in Bell County. This
shift to the east placed Waco
in a logical position to get
the main railraod instead of
having to build a tap, and the
railroad committee began
to work in earnest, viisiting
Galveston and lavishly entertaining Sealy, Gresham
and their associates in Waco.
The record of exactly
what the Gulf Colorado and
Santa Fe finally asked Waco
to pay has not been discovered, but Belton had paid
over $75,000 and Fort Worth
was paying over $85,000
plus other concessions.
Waco, much larger than
either of these town, would
have been asked for a larger
fee. Some Wacoans objected
to any further railroad expenses because the town was
still paying off bonds on the
Central Railroada. Also, they
did not trust these men who
had double-crossed Belton.
In 1880, while the argument
raged, men from the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railraod (MKT) came to Waco
and offered to bring in their
trians at the cost to Waco of
“not one red cent” but only
the right-of-way and depot
space. This tipped the scales,
and the G.C. & S.F. was told
to go elsewhere.
Dr. McGregor had become quite friendly with
the Galveston men and had
fought to bring the railroad
to Waco. When this project
failed , he told Sealy that he
would give them free rightof-way through his ranch 17
miles to the west. They accepted his offer. The steam
engines of those days had
to stop frequently for water
and one stop was placed at
the springs on the McGregor
land; it was called McGregor
Springs when the line
opened on August 31, 1881.
With the coming of
the railroad, the Great Prairie began to grow. A small
town called Banks was developed on the west side of
the railroad at Sheep’s Creek
beyond the McGinley Addition. More farmers and
ranchers moved in and settled in the surrounding area.
In Waco the promoters
of the narrow gauge Tap line
under the leadership of William Cameron began laying
tracks westward toward McGregor Springs. In December, 1881,, Dr. McGregor,
establishing the location of
the juntion of the two railroads.
Obviously, Dr. McGregor still had contact with
Galveston, because in the
saame December 1881, John
Sealy purchased 196 acres of
land for $10 an area for the
development of a new town.
The well-to-do men in

the area wanted the things a
town could bring them: good
schools, doctors, banks, sotres
and churches, and John Sealy
was ready to see that they got
their town. He divided his 196
acres into streets, blocks, and
lots and began to advertise a
sale of lots for September 7,
1882.
Sealy’s block of land
went from Third Street on the
north (between the old bank
and Lee Hardware) to about
8th Street on the south and
running about 8 blocks both
east and west of the G.C. &
S.F. with equal portions lying
on each side of the railroad.
Many of the original homes
in McGregor were built in
East McGregor. Abstracts of
land in this area contain the
original plat of this purchase
and are divided into the lots as
Sealy laid them out.
By June 1882, the narrow
Tap line, which was an extension of Texas and St. Louis
Railroad (later called The Cotton Belt) reached McGregor
Springs. The Waco Examiner
of June 20, 1882, had a story
which is interesting enough to
be copied almost in its entirety. It is headlined “McGregor
Springs, A Sunday Ride to a
town That Is To Be”.
“Shortly after 8 o’clock
Sunday morning the Palace
Drawing Room Car, City of
Waco, the Texas & St. Louis
Road, drew up at the corner of
Mary and 3rd Street with the
locomotive headed westward.
By 9 o’clock probably 25 Wacoans were on board, making
up together with the railroad
officials a decidedly pleasant party. The start was made
about half past nine and the 18
miles to McGregor covered
within two hours, slow time
being purposely made partly
out of caution for a new road
and to view the country along
the line. Miles of grain fields
covered with the golden grain
shocked ready for threshing,
broad acres of dark green
healthy looking corning and
field after field of crowing
cotton were to be seen.
“The road traverses one
of the richest agricultural sec-

tions of the county and the
crops are good. One switch,
Summit, about nine miles
from town, is already being
utilized by farmers for shipping grain, as it will be this
fall for cotton. The location
of the second station is not yet
definitely decided. Portions of
the ride revealed the stretches
of really striking scenery especially after crossing South
Bosque and Harris Creek,
the latter place we think will
eventually become very popular for excursions, for which it
is admirably adapted, affording shade, water and fishing.
“McGregor is the junction with the Santa Fe road
about two miles north of
Banks and named in honor of
our townsman, Dr. G.C. McGregor. It is on the open prairie but with timber and some
spring water near. It is an eligible site for a town and we
expect to see a thrifty village
grow up there.
~ Several big piles of
rails are stacked at the junction; sixteen miles one of the
railroad gentlemen said, but
to the non-railroader who
gauged the piles, not with
narrow-gauge measure either,
it seemed about enough to lay
seven miles. We shall hope,
however, the railroader was
correct for Gatesville is getting very anxious.
“Some little time was
spent at McGregor; all the
houses there are to be built
yet. And about noon the train
started homeward, the lack of
a turntable compelling the engine to back and push the car.
Just before starting homeward
an elegant lunch, furnished by
Mr. Scarborough of McLellan House and Mr. Roper of
the Pacific, was opened and
enjoyed by all present. Mr.
Sealy and the railroad officials gave courteous attention
to the comfort of every passenger and in a coach which
left nothing to be desired in
the way of elegance and ease,
for the City of Waco is a place
on wheels. The journey both
ways was pleasant enough,
the road is remarkably smooth
for new work and the home

run was accomplished a little
quicker than the trip out. Regular trains will soon be put on
to McGregor and then business will open up lively.”
With plans for the new
town getting into full swing,
ads began to appear in all the
major state newspapers to
announce the big auction. In
Galveston, in Belton, in Fort
Worth and in Waco people
were told about the excursion trains that would be running to the new prairie town
(if you bought property, you
got your ticket money back).
September 7, 1882 was to be
a gala day, a day to remember.
The people of Texas read the
ads—and they came!
A state land commissioner with a power-of-attorney
from John Sealy stood on a
railroad flat car on the siding
and auctioned off both the
Sealy land and that of the other investors who opened the
town-site. The price of lots
started at $40.
It was felt that the little
town of Banks was too close
and should be abandoned; so,
those people were offered a
special deal: trade in your
property in Banks for a place
in the new town. One enterprising man jacked his store
up on wheels, pulled it to McGregor, bought the lot where
Irene’s Flowers and Gifts now
stands, set it down and opened
up for business while the auction was still in progress.
Only one woman, Mrs.
Susie West, the grandmother
of Mrs. Harris Fagg, came to
town and bought property on
the first day, and she stayed
to live out her long life here.
Just two months after the initial sale of lots there were 27
stores in operation in the new
town. McGregor was on its
way.
Thanks to the Bert and
Dorothy Lee Family for gifting The Mirror with an original copy of the town lot advertisement. It is being framed
and can seen at The Mirror office following Founders Day.
Happy 138 th Birthday
McGregor!

How McGregor came to be—History of McGregor

Dr. G.C. McGregor

McGregor got its name
from Dr. Gregor Carmichael
McGregor. The following information came from a history of McGregor written by
McGregor’s late town historian Margaret Smith.
Dr. McGregor was a
well-to-do physician in Industry, Texas. His Industry home
has been moved and restored
as part of Texas University’s
model town of Winedale.
When the Civil War broke
out, Dr. McGregor enlisted
with the Confederacy, but
was sent back home because
he was the only doctor for
three counties. During the
war years he was almost constantly on horseback, visiting
his patients. During one particularly severe winter spell,
he got frost-bite and lost a leg.
With the end of the war, he
decided to retire.
He later took 500 mile
horseback trip through this
general area. He kept a penciled diary describing the
land north as far as Valley
Mills. When his Waco home
was torn down to make way
for the Masonic Temple on
Columbus Avenue, this diary was found in the carriage
house. It was turned over to
Roger Conger and was preserved. Dr. McGregor liked
the land he saw on his beforementioned horseback survey
and bought some 3000 acres
in this vicinity and in 1873,
moved to Waco to put his children in Waco University—
now Baylor.
Dr. McGregor became
active in social and banking
circles. He built his mansion at 7th and Columbus on
a spot called in an old newspaper article “McGregor’s
Hill”; one reporter wondered
why the good doctor chose to
build “so far out of town.” Dr.
McGregor never lived in the
town of McGregor, but some
of his relatives did live in the
area.
Early newspapers told of
the death of an uncle, and the
Waco Examiner and Patron on
December 27, 1878 told of Dr.
McGregor’s return from a visit
of several days in the vacinity
of Comanche Springs where
he had taken his son Walter
to select and establish a sheep
ranch. The site chosen was on
a bluff on Harris Creek about
five miles below Comanche
Springs. This must have been
across from the McGregor
Cemetery, as the bluff there is
the only one in the described
area. This would have been a
good site as there was ample
water in the creek and in the
adjacent springs.
But the story shifts far
to the south to the island
of Galveston. At that time
Galveston was a bustling
port—the largest city in
Texas. The merchants, occasionally still referred to as
“pirates” in those dads, were
making money hand over fist.

Most settlers entered Texas at
this port. All goods shipped to
and from the colonists had to
go through the hands of the
dealers in the island city. But
they had their problems.
The only railroad was
the Galveston, Houston, and
Henderson which began in
Galveston and still ended in
Houston. Galveston had financed the railroad but Houston reaped the benefits. Other
railroads had been built to
Houston and the two cities
had begun to fight with each
other over the lucrative shipping business. Galveston was
not a healthy place. The sea
wall had not been built and
each year fevers plagued the
citizens of this low-lying land.
In 1867 Newspaper of those
days carried fearful stories of
the spread of this diseasse and
Houston clamped an embarago on all rail traffic into and
out of the beleagured island.
Early Waco papers carried
stories hotly denying a rumoree that “a shipment from
Galveston had been smuggled
into Waco and was on the railroad docks in town.” There
was a story of a mailman hundreds of miles inland working
a bag of mail from Galveston
and dying of yellow fever.
With few medicines available,
the very words “yellow fever”
caused a panic.
However, the wily Houston merchants discovered
how profitable the 1867 embargo had been, so each year
when malaria or any mild
fever struck Galveston, they
again closed down the railroaad and isolated the island.
This was right after the Civil
War; many of the Galveston
men were veterans and some
hot-heads suggested putting
on their uniforms and taking
the railroad by force.
Cooler heads prevailed
and a group of Galveston
citizens decided to build their
own railroad not only by-pass
Houston, but also avoid Harris County altogether. After
several false starts, a syndicate headed by John Sealy
and Walter Gresham founded
the Gulf Coclorado and Santa
Fe and started north.
These two names were
well-known and still are today.
John Sealy’s name is on a hospital he helped to found, and
, if you have ever toured the
Bishop’s Palace in Galveston,
you were visiting the mansion which Walter Gresham
built for his family at a cost of
several million dollars even in
those days. This roalroad had
not connection with the present Atcheson Topeka and Santa Fe, but was wholly owned
by the Galveston syndicate.
However, it was sold to the
A.T &S.F in 1887. The original road was planned to go to
Belton where a railroad yard
and a junction to go west were
to be built. From Belton it was
to go north through Gatesville
and on to Fort Worth, a town
of 6,000 people in north Texas.
Dr. McGregor became
an active member of a railroad committee in Waco. An
organization was formed to
raise money for a narrowguage Tap road to go west
from Waco to connect wiwth
the Gulf Colorado and Santa
Fe at Gatesville so that the
town would have rail connections with both Galveston and
Fort Worth. The citizens of
the town of Belton invested
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