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Crawford overpowers Axtell Longhorns to the tune of 62-0
By Charles Mooney
The Crawford Pirates
set the tone early in the game
against the Axtell Longhorns
last Friday night there by
jumping out to a 28-0 first
quarter lead and rolling to a
convincing 62-0 victory.
The Pirates scored in all
four quarters and held a comfortable 41-0 lead at halftime.
Defensively, the Pirates
controlled the line of scrimmage allowing Axtell seven
first downs, 151 yards rushing
and 184 yards of total offense.
The Pirates also capitalized
on four Longhorn turnovers
including three fumbles and
one interception.
Crawford moved the
chains 21 times and rolled for
346 yards rushing and added
84 yards passing on just 3 of
6 attempts for a total of 430
yards.
The Pirates fielded the
opening kickoff and after a
nice 20 yard return by Colt
Murphree, set up at midfield.
In seven plays they lit up the
scoreboard on a six yard run
by Blaine Hyland. Two extra
point try was good and the Pirates led 8-0 with 8:34 showing on the clock.
After stopping Axtell on
their first turn with the ball,
the Pirates took over again at
midfield. This time on a 2nd
and 10 call, Tanner Merenda

connected with Garrett Pearson on a 50 yard touchdown
pass. Kick by Breck Chambers was good and the Pirates
led 15-0 with 6:19 left in the
first quarter.
Axtell was forced to
punt in their next series. The
punter booted a 34 yard punt
and Crawford’s Luke Torbert
returned it 34 yards to give
the Pirates good field possession at the Longhorn 29. On
the first play, Breck Chambers followed his blockers
and raced into the end zone
for the score. PAT by Chambers was good and Crawford
lead increased to 22-0 with
3:43 left in the initial quarter.
Crawford’s final touchdown of the first quarter
came in just two plays on a
three yard run by Austin Merenda and a 30 yard sprint by
Breck Chambers. Extra point
attempt was no good, but the
Pirates led 28-0 as time ran
out in the first quarter.
Two Pirate scores were
recorded in the second quarter on a three yard burst by
Tanner Merenda and four
yard run by Austin Merenda
with 6:06 left in the first half.
PAT’s for both scores were
good by Chambers and the
score at the end of the third
quarter was 41-0.
Before the third quarter
ended Axtell had their best

Garrett Pearson on long TD run
drive of the night moving the
ball to the Pirate 15 yard line
before fumbling.
One score in the third
quarter came on a Garrett
Pearson 50 yard run. PAT

was good and the scoreboard
read 48-0 with 4:26 left in the
quarter.
Camron Walker scored
the Pirate’s next touchdown
on a fine 29 yard run with

11:53 showing in the final
quarter. Kick was good and
the lead increased to 55-0.
Final score of the game
came on a six play drive that
covered 54 yards. Austin Me-

renda capped off the drive
with an eight-yard run for
the score. Kick by Chambers
was on the mark and the final
score registered 62-0 with still
4:25 remaining.

Austin Merenda on stop.
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Sunset during the game.

Pirates to host Holland Hornets
for homecoming game Friday
The first home game will also be streamed on Facebook Live

Fresh off a big victory
over Axtell, the Crawford
Pirates will face their toughest test so far when they host
the Holland Hornets for their
homecoming game at Pirate
Field this Friday night. Kickoff is set for 7:30 p.m.
For Crawford fans unable
to secure a ticket for the game,
it will be broadcast on Facebook Live. This is the Pirates’
first home game of the season.
First thing that catches
Head Coach Greg Jacob’s eye

regarding Crawford’s opponent is their defense.
“Holland has a very aggressive defense and they
are physical,” the head mentor stated. “They don’t have
many returners this year, but
they look like the same team.

Their offense has changed to a
Slot-T and that seems to fit their
personnel very well. In their first
three games they have been very
effective in this formation.”
Holland has defeated Burton, Bosqueville, and Johnson
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City in the first three weeks and
according to Coach Jacobs, they
are getting better each week.
“We must execute on both
sides of the ball, we must play
smart and tackle well, and we
must be able to execute our offense,” Coach Jacobs emphasized. “Holland is highly ranked
and this will definitely be a big
challenge for us.”
Next week is Crawford’s
open date on the schedule.
Turning to last week’s game
which saw the Crawford Pirates

defeat Axtell by a score of 62-0,
Coach Jacobs commented, “We
thought our team played well
and we were very pleased with
the effort. Our goal was to play
four solid quarters and I believe
we accomplished that. We didn’t
play four strong quarters the
week before against BrucevilleEddy.”
The head coach thought
the Pirate offensive line played
more consistent and the offense
executed better.
Tanner Merenda managed

the offense well and all four
running backs had a great night.
They were Breck Chambers, Garrett Pearson, Blaine Hyland, and
Austin Merenda.
“Our defense played really
solid throughout the game,” the
coach reported. “It was our best
team defensive effort up to this
point. One good thing about the
game is our backups got some
valuable game experience. That
will help develop depth and that’s
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one thing we’ve been stressing
from day one. Our subs were
not mistake free, but they played
hard.”
Another good facet of the
game was that the Pirates had no
turnovers, didn’t have to punt,
and only got flagged six times
for 38 yaards.
“We definitely needed that
momentum going into this week
against a talented Holland team,”
the coach said.
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