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Buy Easter
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Asbury All Stars hope
show will be rescheduled

Page 7

Children learning at home

An Easter candy sale is
at Victory Chapel, 32 W.
Bellisle, Akron. It features
homemade, delicious, wide
variety and bargain prices.
Dates are Saturdays March
28, April 4 and April 11,
11 a.m.-5 p.m., practicing
state mandate regulations
for safety.

Saint
Andrew’s
oﬀers worship
In response to the
COVID-19 issues, Saint
Andrew’s Episcopal Church
is offering a short video
worship. The ser vice
accessed through Facebook
includes a bible reading,
prayers and a short meditation. One video was
recorded March 14 and
is available for viewing.
Other video worships will
be uploaded every Saturday.
All are welcome to watch,
just “like” Saint Andrew’s
Episcopal Church of
Barberton Facebook page.
Please know that the church
is praying for the city, area
and its people that everyone
may all be safe from this
virus and remain healthy.

Save the date
Norton Class of 2010
will have a 10-year reunion,
Saturday, Aug. 29, 7-10
p.m. at the great room at
Wolf Creek Winery, 2637
S. Cleveland Massillon
Road, Norton.

Class of
'75 meets
The Barberton High
Class of 1975 will be
celebrating their 45th
class reunion Friday, July
24-Sunday, July 26. Friday
they will gather Downtown
to mingle, dine as each
desires and have some
drinks (soft or hard) and
catch up. Ignite Brewery,
Kave Coffee, Corner Cafe,
Casa Del Ranchero, Block
7, M&M’s Taphouse,
Green Diamond, Angie’s,
Parasson’s, White House
Chicken and Al’s will
possibly be open for 4th
Friday that night all in the
immediate area. An Everly
Brothers Cover band will
be playing at the Lake Anna
Gazebo.
Saturday there will be
a potluck type picnic at
Lake Dorothy Park in
the big pavilion. They are
asking everyone to bring a
covered dish to the pavilion,
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Children learn a dance routine on YouTube during stayat-home order.

Tayler Thompson
Herald Staff Writer
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The Asbury All Stars’ April 3 show at the Akron Civic Theatre has been postponed.
Pictured from left are Bob Martin, Rick Usko, Kearsten Kopf, David “Doc” Bowe and
“Westside” Steve Simmons.

Karla Tipton
Herald Staff Writer
Disappointment is a
poignant side effect of the
Coronavirus ban. It has
caused blanket cancellations of school events,
graduations, weddings,
religious worship, concerts,
dining out and just about
everything else that gives
life its color.
The Asbury All Stars, a
Southside Johnny tribute
band composed of the
members of Barberton’s
venerable Easy Street band,
are experiencing their own
disappointment.
March 12 the Akron
Civic Theatre announced
events scheduled through
the end of April at the
vintage venue would not
take place. This included
the April 3 show by the All
Stars, who were scheduled
to open for Bruce in the
USA.

“We really were excited
for that gig,” said Bob
Martin, business manager
and bassist for the band.
The Civic show would
have been a New Jersey rock
gestalt, featuring music
of Bruce Springsteen and
Southside Johnny and the
Asbury Jukes. Martin had
worked months to bring
about a pairing of the two
tribute bands at the Civic,
and it had finally all come
together.
Martin contacted the
theater’s booking manager
about the event’s potential
rescheduling, but said, “I
haven’t heard back. I know
how tough this is for him,
trying to rebook all those
acts.
“We obviously would
love to play,” he said.
The nine-member
Asbury All Stars have not
been rehearsing because of
social distancing rules. “We
fall right under the limit

Blood shortage emerges
Sophia Senderak
Herald Staff Writer
Red Cross is in severe
need of donors, as blood
drive cancellations begin
to cause a nationwide
shortage.
The number of blood
donors has decreased in
the wake of COVID-19,
but unfortunately the need
for blood has not. Nearly
27,000 Red Cross blood
drives have been canceled
across the country, leading
to a loss of over 86,000
donations. Since more
than 80% of the blood
collected by the Red Cross
comes from these organized
drives, the non-profit is now
facing a severe shortage.
In addition to a general
delay in patient care, this

lack of blood will impact
patients in need of surgery,
victims of car accidents and
other emergencies, as well
as patients suffering from
cancer. This unprecedented
lack of available blood
is threatening to cause a
health crisis of its own,
something that would be
disastrous in the current
pandemic.
In order to avoid this
potential crisis, the Red
Cross is asking healthy
individuals to donate blood,
platelets and AB Elite
plasma as soon as possible.
While many drives are
canceled, volunteers can
schedule appointments to
visit Red Cross locations.
In addition to following
normal safety protocols,
(See RED CROSS, Page 8)

(of no more than 10 in a
group),” said Martin.
Beside the show at the
Civic Theatre in April, the
band is also scheduled to
open for Bruce in the USA
at Lorain’s Rockin’ on the
River concert series Friday,
Aug. 7. This show has not
yet been affected by the
Coronavirus ban.
Martin said he also
hopes the second annual
Rock Cancer Concert
on Tuscarawas Avenue,
tentatively scheduled for
Saturday, July 25, will still
take place. Last year’s July
3 event attracted a crowd to
Barberton’s main street that
extended back an entire city
block from the stage, and
raised thousands of dollars
for cancer charities.
“We’re hoping that the
ban will be lifted for the
Rock Cancer show,” said
Martin. “I’ll be proud until
the end of my days that we
pulled that off at least once.”

Since the temporary
closing of area schools due
to COVID-19, parents
have been finding unique
ways to continue to educate
their children in addition to
keeping them happy and
entertained while being
stuck at home.
There are several online
tools to help children
continue to learn during
this time. The company
Age of Learning is giving
children affected by the
closures free access to
their education software.
Their software includes
ABCMouse, which is
geared toward ages 2-8
years, Adventure Academy,
a multi-player game for kids
8-13, and Reading IQ, a
virtual library which tests
the child’s reading level and
surfaces appropriate books
for them. Ohio Governor’s
Imagination Library is also
available at ohioimaginationlibrary.org. Virtual
story-time is being held
online daily.
Some musicians have
put on free concerts as
well as interacting with
fans live on social media.
JoJo Siwa, a popular childstar, has posted several
dance instruction videos on

YouTube teaching children
the dances in her music
videos. YouTube also has
several virtual tours of places
such as zoos, aquariums,
museums and even space.
Teachers from schools all
over have been working
with their students despite
the closure. Most students
are working online or on
packets provided by their
schools to keep up on their
education. Some parents
may feel overwhelmed
at their sudden title of
“homeschool teacher”, but
teachers and staff at the
schools have been providing
continuous support.
Teachers are also finding
ways to connect with their
students outside of the
classroom. Norton Middle
School teacher Matt Davis
shared his experience in
trying to connect with
his students in different
ways. He played Fortnight,
a popular online video
game, with some of his
students. He said, “We
discussed math, upcoming
Google Hangouts and any
questions the students had.
I was even able to connect
a student from another
class into my online class/
work. All these things were
accomplished and I also had
a unique time connecting
(See LEARNING, Page 8)

Stores wrestle with COVID-19
Sophia Senderak
Herald Staff Writer

Summit Mall has temporarily closed its doors to
shoppers in the wake of
COVID-19.
An increased focus
on social distancing and
voluntary quarantining
has led many retail owners,
including Simon Property
Group, to temporarily
shut down locations.
The Indianapolis-based
company is the largest
owner of shopping malls
in the nation, boasting
over 200 locations across
the country. Their decision
to close all U.S. malls,
premium outlets and mills
came after what Chairman,
Chief Executive Officer and
President David Simon

called “extensive discussions” with federal, state
and various local officials
over the need to address
the spread of COVID-19.
This closure affects all
four of the Simon-owned
malls in Ohio, including
Summit Mall in Fairlawn.
All internal mall shops will
remain closed to the public
until at least Sunday, March
29 and anchor store Macy’s,
which made a similar
decision to close all 775 of
its U.S. locations, plans to
reopen Tuesday, March 31.
Summit Mall’s other anchor
store, Dillard’s, still remains
open to customers with
limited hours. The nearby
Walmart on West Market
Street and Aldi on South
Cleveland Massillon Road
have also limited their daily

open times to 7 a.m.-8:30
p.m and 9 a.m.-7 p.m.,
respectively.
Stores closer to home are
making changes as well,
with grocery and discount
shops limiting hours and
taking precautions to
protect shoppers. All Giant
Eagle stores will now open
at 7 a.m. and close at 10
p.m., matching the normal
hours of the Barberton Fifth
Street location. Acme has
announced schedule shifts
as well, with the Norton
location operating from
9 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday
through Saturday and 9
a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday. The
Acme in Coventry will
remain open from 7 a.m.-10
p.m. daily. Walgreens (9
a.m.-9 p.m.), Save-A-Lot (7
(See STORES, Page 8)

