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Cutting the cord
Barberton
Monday, March 15
• Six juveniles were
charged with underage
consumption after they
were caught drinking and
smoking marijuana.
• A man’s daughter ran
away while he was asleep,
but she was found on
Wilbeth Road in Akron and
was brought back home.
• A woman received an
email from Walmart about
a purchase she didn’t make
and wasn’t sure how the
items were paid for.
• Clifford Blackstone,
35, was summonsed for
aggravated menacing after
sending violent and threatening voice recordings to
his brother’s girlfriend.
• A man reported a
hit-skip after his car was
rear-ended by a tan Saturn
in the Giant Eagle Parking
lot.
• David Simmons, 36,
was arrested after becoming
combative with officers and
reaching for a knife during
a pat down. Full story on
Page 4.
• Terry Starcher, 54, was
summonsed for theft after
he was caught stealing
an Amazon package off
someone’s porch.
• A man told police his
wife threatened him with
a knife during a fight, but
was unable to provide any
proof. Due to conflicting
statements and a lack of
evidence, no charges were
filed.
Tuesday, March 16
• A woman’s friend took
off with her car after she left
the vehicle to run an errand,
but the car and the friend
were later found.
• A woman got into a
fight with her boyfriend’s
daughter, who she has
temporary custody of.
The woman says she was
punched in the head several
times during the fight and
the daughter was turned
back over to Child Services.
• Jerry Cottrell, 39,
was arrested for domestic
violence after assaulting his
wife. Full story on Page 4.
• A woman received lewd
photos of her ex-husband
with a new woman from
someone on Facebook. The
ex-husband denied sending
the photos and believes they
were sent by an ex-girlfriend
who lives out of state.
• A daughter and her
father got into a fight and
officers made a referral to
Child Services after the
juvenile said her father had
been physically abusive to
her in the past.
• Two juveniles were
caught throwing rocks at
cars near Elmwood Avenue
and Central Avenue. They
were charged for obstructing
official business after they
ran and further charges
for criminal damages are
pending.
• A mother contacted
police after her daughter
broke her curfew. She
believed her daughter was
with man in Akron who

she was not supposed to
be in contact with, but
the daughter eventually
returned home.
• Police received several
complaints about a man
yelling and carrying an axe
downtown. Officers found
the man in the police station
parking lot and gave him a
ride to Barberton Hospital
for treatment.
Wednesday, March 17
• Jennifer Beswetherick,
48, was summonsed for
possession of drug abuse
instruments and paraphernalia in the Subway
parking lot.
★ A man took away his
son’s internet access and a
fight ensued.
• A woman called police
to put the fear of God into
her adult son after he threw
a water bottle at her during
a fight. The son claims his
mother started the fight
and went to his room for
the evening.
• A woman’s ex-husband
took off in her car after a
verbal argument. It was later
returned and no charges
were filed.
• A woman was transpor ted to Barber ton
Hospital for an overdose.
• Barberton Fire investigators are investigating a
house fire due to suspicious
circumstances.
• A man reported a
hit-skip after his car was
hit by a tractor trailer near
Dee’s Diner.
• A woman called police
after her estranged husband
climbed in through the
window while drunk and
began yelling and throwing
things. He was given a
warning and willingly left
for the night.
Thursday, March 18
• A man’s daughter ran
away at night but returned
a few hours later.
• A man began fighting
with his daughter and
pushed her to the ground
multiple times. He also
pushed her down three
concrete stairs, leaving
her with a sprained ankle,
and smashed her head
into the ground multiple
times. The man was issued
a warrant for domestic
violence, a felony in the
third degree.
• Tristian Harris, 19, was
summonsed for trespassing
after he went onto his aunt’s
property multiple times
against her wishes.
• A man went to an ATM
and accidentally drove off
without taking the money
that was dispensed. He is
unsure if the money was
taken by the driver behind
him or taken back by the
machine.
• David Simmons, 36,
was arrested for DOC
intoxication after walking
around intoxicated near
Rally’s and threatening
officers.
Friday, March 19
• Officers noticed a no
parking sign with black
spray paint covering the
lettering on Creedmore
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Avenue and contacted the
signal department.
• Officers administered
Narcan to man who was
found unconscious. He
admitted to using heroin
after regaining consciousness and was transported to
Summa Barberton Hospital
for treatment.
• A man contacted police
after his estrange wife, who
has a protection order in
place against him, tried to
contact him.
• A woman contacted
police after her dog was
attacked by a loose dog.
• Rochelle Johnson, 25,
was arrested for a warrant
out of Akron.
• Someone broke into a
woman’s unlocked vehicle
and stole several items.
• Property was found in
the back yard of a home on
College Street and taken to
the impound lot.
Saturday, March 20
• A Corporate Electric
employee was accused
of stealing $7,500 while
working. An investigation
into the matter is pending.
• A man caught his
underage daughter drinking
in a car with a friend and
she took off running after
he told her to get out of the
car. She returned home later
that evening.
• A woman reported
a f r a u d u l e n t Pa y Pa l
transaction.
• A couple argued over
personal issues and agreed
to separate for the night.
• Jeremiah Clark, 19,
was arrested for domestic
violence after throwing
glasses and kitchen utensils
at his mother. He also spit
in her face and cursed at her
and had to be restrained by
a friend.
• Jerek Gerard, 29, was
arrested on a warrant for
domestic violence threats
after threatening church
members. Full story on
Page 3.
Sunday, March 21
• A couple got into an
argument over finances and
separated for the evening.
• Bradley Mason, 41,
was arrested for domestic
violence after he hit his
girlfriend repeatedly while
driving and threatened to
kill her.
• A couple argued over
issues in their home but
eventually separated for
the night.

Norton
Thursday, March 12
• A woman contacted
police after her boyfriend
knocked over a heavy
shelving unit in her
direction during a fight.
She told officers he was
becoming more violent and
had guns in the house. The
boyfriend said the only gun
he owns is a BB gun and
both accused the other of
having psychological issues.
• David Lee Selby, 33, was
issues a summons for license
required due to previous
warrants.

POLICE REPORTS

Information obtained from Barberton and Norton police reports

Gerard arrested for
threatening church
The First Church of
Christ decided to close the
doors of the church due to
concerns about COVID-19
and a member of the church
wrote his half-brother and
fellow church member to
inform him.
The half brother, Jerek
Gerard, video chatted with
him while drunk and
questioned him about
the decision to close the
church. Later on, Gerard
went on Facebook live
and made threats toward
his half brother and the
church if the church

closed. He appeared to
be driving while filming
the video and may have
been driving to his half
brother’s house to carry
out his threats. He also
wrote another fellow
parishioner, who he threatened to “come after” if
the doors of the church
were closed on Sunday.
A temporary protection
order was filed for the half
brother and a warrant for
domestic violence threats
was typed on Gerard.
Gerard was later arrested
by the Monroe Falls Police

• Officers were
dispatched to People’s
Bank for a report of a
customer who was acting
strange. The customer,
Vincent Downs, 18,
appeared to be on drugs
and was summonsed for
possession after officers
found marijuana and glass
pipes his car.

Friday, March 13
• A woman contacted
police after two fraudulent
checks were made out of her
account.
Saturday, March 14
• A juvenile was charged
with assault after pulling
a pocket knife out during
a fight.

Jerek Gerard
Department and was transported to Barberton Jail.

