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Health care workers Simmons threatens
prepare for COVID-19 police during arrest

COURTESY PHOTO

Katie Kelley makes homemade masks for herself and
her co-workers.

Tayler Thompson
Herald Staff Writer
COVID-19 (coronavirus) has made it to the
homeland and hospitals are
doing everything they can
to prepare for the spread of
the outbreak and keep their
staff and patients safe.
According to coronavirus.ohio.gov, Ohio has
442 confirmed cases as of
March 23, a number which
has unfortunately been
rising daily. Triage tents are
going up at area hospitals
and health care workers are
being prepped for what is
to come.
Katie Kelley, a nurse at
both Summa Barberton and
Akron Children’s Hospital,
took matters into her own
hands when she learned
hospitals were running
low on personal protective
equipment (PPE). Katie
started sewing masks for
herself and her co-workers
to use in the event that
the hospitals run out of
these supplies completely.
She stated, “I recognize
that there is a nationwide
shortage on essential PPE
and feel a strong obligation
to try and keep my patients
and co-workers as safe as
possible throughout this
difficult time.”
In addition to a low
supply of PPE, hospitals are
also running low on tests for
COVID-19. Like the flu,
there is no cure for coronavirus. With a positive
test result or not, patients
with mild symptoms are
instructed to stay home
and distance themselves
from others.
Hospitals are taking extra
precautions to keep their
staff and patients safe, such
as utilizing the triage tents,
taking every staff member
or visitor’s temperature at
the door prior to coming
in contact with any patients
and limiting the number of
patient visitors.
Summa has implemented a no visitor policy

with a few exceptions:
patient who is in serious or
critical condition or under
hospice care, end-of-life,
patient in the emergency
department, mothers in
labor (significant other is
permitted), children who
are 18 years of age or under
(parents permitted), people
undergoing surgery, Akron
Children’s NICU (limited
to mom and one additional
visitor per day), adult
patients with a cognitive or
mental disability requiring
help with the provision of
medical care or activities
of daily living, speaking
for the patient, keeping
patient safe, people who
must exercise a power of
attorney or court-appointed
guardianship for a patient,
people performing official
governmental functions
and persons requiring an
outpatient test or procedure
where a companion is
required for support.
The message given by
President Donald Trump as
well as Gov. Mike DeWine
is simple: stay home.

An anonymous passerby
reported an intoxicated
person near Save-A-Lot
and officers located David
Simmons, 36, stumbling
out of the store.
He was unsteady and
admitted to being intoxicated, so officers told
Simmons he would not
be allowed to walk home.
He began arguing with
officers about whether he
could ride in the front
seat of the police cruiser,
but reluctantly agreed to
sit in the back. Simmons
also attempted to shake an
officer’s hand and began
purposefully coughing
on him after making
comments about the coronavirus COVID-19.
Officers conducted a
pat down after noticing a
knife clipped to Simmons’
pants, during which
Simmons displayed aggressive behavior and reached
down toward the knife.
He was placed in handcuffs
and transported to the
Barberton City Jail where

he became increasingly
combative with officers and
jail staff. Simmons made
threats to shoot and murder
officers and eventually had
to be handcuffed to the
booking counter for safety.
Officers had a similar run
in with Simmons March
18, where he was flagging
down and harassing cars.
On this day he also made
threats to officers and false
statements about having the
coronavirus COVID-19
and was arrested for DOC
intoxication.

Cottrell arrested for
domestic violence
A woman was assaulted
by her husband. The
husband, Jerry Cottrell,
39, grabbed her head
during an argument and
slammed it against a
wall several times before
gathering his belongings
and leaving the house.
She suffered numerous
injuries to her head and
officers observed a large
dent in the wall where
the incident took place.
A warrant for domestic
violence was issued on
Cottrell, who was later
arrested by Akron Police

Stay away from people.
The only way to slow the
spread of this virus is to
keep a distance in hopes
that hospital staff won’t
be overwhelmed with the
number of patients they
take in.

Did you know

Board of nurses is large
According to the
National Council of State
Boards of Nursing, nurses
are the second largest group
of licensed professionals in
the United States. While
laws vary depending on
where nurses work, many
nurses must have their
licenses renewed at certain
intervals. State boards
of nursing, sometimes
referred to as “BONs,”
were established to oversee
and assure the safe practice
of nursing in an effort to
protect the public’s health.
Part of the responsibilities
of a BON is to evaluate
licensure applications, and
some BONs, depending on
the state laws, will handle
license renewals as well.

David Simmons

The goal of license renewals
is to ensure licensed nurses
are up to date on the latest
best practices and procedures. In addition, nurses
who have not practiced
in some time but want to
return to practicing may
need to take a refresher
course to ensure they can
still serve as competent
nurses. In states where
renewals are required,
nurses who continue to
practice without renewing
their licenses may be subject
to discipline. Nurses are
urged to stay abreast of the
licensing laws where they
practice and to contact
their BON if they have
any questions about the
licensure process.

Jerry Cottrell
and transferred to the
Barberton City Jail.

Repair bare
spots in the lawn
Caring for a lawn to keep
it lush and green can require
equal measures of patience
and hard work. Various
invaders can attack grass
or contribute to its demise.
One problem many homeowners face is bare spots.
Bare spots can occur for
various reasons. Heavy
foot traffic, grubs or other
pests, fungi, pet urine,
or too much or too little
water can contribute to
bare spots. The how-to
resource The Spruce says
that correcting the source
of bare spots can prevent
new issues, particularly if
grubs or other pests are
damaging the grass. Then
homeowners can address
existing bare areas.
It is unlikely that bare
spots will just fill back in
on their own. Reseeding
spots or using sod to fill in
bare areas can help lawns
look lush.
• Begin by raking and
removing any dead grass
and other debris from the
lawn. Check to make sure
that grubs or insects are not
attacking the lawn. If they
are, use targeted treatment
options for those pests.
• Break up and aerate any
soil that is compacted in the
bare spot.
• Amend the soil in the
bare area with loamy soil
or compost to improve on
the nutritional makeup and
texture so that it is amenable
to grass-growing. If you
notice that the entire lawn
is looking a little sparse,
top-dressing the rest of the
lawn at this point also can
help improve its vitality.
• Sprinkle seeds in the
bare spot (disperse seeds
over the rest of the lawn if
you want to over-seed and

improve the thickness of the
lawn). If you prefer sod, cut
a portion of the sod to fit
the bare area and place on
the amended soil.
• The Scotts company
says to lightly water newly
seeded or sodded areas
daily for at least two weeks
to keep the top inch of
soil consistently moist
but not soggy. Gradually
water more as the seedlings
develop and the grass begins
to fill in. Deep water at
least once or twice a week
after the new grass reaches
mowing height.
• The grass should grow
slightly longer than the rest
of the lawn, and wait until
the color of the patched
area begins to blend in with
the rest of the lawn before
mowing. This could take
a few weeks, and the area
should be avoided until
then.
Eventually, and with
treatment, bare spots can
be remedied and become
indistinguishable from
other areas of the lawn.
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