Herald

Page 2

Thursday, March 26, 2020

★ © 2020 Vespoint Publishing Company, Inc. ★

FROM THE FRONT

Jaunt or journey? A peek at Ohio’s future
Nicholas Cacioppo
Herald Staff Writer
Amidst the first reported
coronavirus (COVID-19)
deaths in Ohio, as public
life comes to a standstill and
as most businesses shutter
their doors, many Ohioans
are wondering exactly what
to expect and how long they
will have to ride out the
pandemic.
One recent study out
of the United Kingdom
suggests Ohioans may have
to endure the crisis for at
least a year or more. The
Imperial College study
used data from China,
South Korea and Italy to
model outbreak scenarios
in the United States. In the
worst case scenario, nothing
is done to mitigate the
spread of COVID-19, the
outbreak peaks in mid-tolate May, hospitalizations
surge many times greater
than the country’s critical
care capacity, healthcare
systems fail and more than
two million Americans die.
In the best case scenario,
strict restrictions on public
interaction and movement
are put into place, the
outbreak peaks later in
mid June, hospitalization
surges are reduced by 66%,
the healthcare system is
overwhelmed but remains

functioning and deaths are
halved.
Ohio Department of
Health Director Dr. Amy
Acton has continually
stressed that slowing the
rate of infection, ”flattening
the curve” as she calls it, with
social distancing and other
public health measures
means the outbreak peaks
later. Even though roughly
60% of Ohioans, equal
to seven million people,
will contract COVID-19
regardless of actions
taken, delaying the peak
of the outbreak preserves
the capacity of Ohio’s
healthcare system to treat
patients with and without
the disease.
During a March 17
address, Acton said there
is “no scenario by which
[Ohio] won’t have a surge,”
which could further strain
Ohio’s healthcare system as
providers face shortages of
essential treatment, testing
and protective supplies.
Acton described a more
grim situation March 21
when she stated that “everything points to the fact that
[Ohio] had a seeding of this
infection early on” because
of its business connections
with places like Hubei,
China. Early infections in
Ohio coupled with delayed
testing capabilities means

Districts feed students

Barberton students can pick up meal packets on the
featured dates at the listed locations.

Sophia Senderak
Herald Staff Writer
To support students and
their families during school
closings, Barberton and
Norton School Districts
are continuing their food
pickup services.
Barberton students can
pick up meal packets from
all school buildings, Akron
Metropolitan Housing
Authority (AMHA)
housing and select parks
ever y Monday and
Wednesday from 10-11
a.m. through Wednesday,
April 1.
The packets will have
enough food to last for
several days and parents
are urged to help their
student(s) appropriately
build their meals. Any
food not picked up during
the appointed time will be
available for pickup at the
Barberton Salvation Army.

Norton students and
guardians can pick up
breakfast and lunch
packages every weekday
from 9-10 a.m. at Norton
Middle School and will
need to provide their
school ID number to
participate. Staff members
will be waiting outside to
deliver meals directly to
cars as they arrive.
Both districts have
canceled all extracurricular activities and
in-person classes and have
switched over to forms
of online and at-home
learning. Barberton plans
to resume classes Monday,
April 13 and Norton
schools plan to reopen
Tuesday, April 14.
For more information
about the school district’s
response to COVID-19,
visit Barbertonschools.
org or NortonSchools.
org.
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www.facebook.com/barbertonherald

current case and death
totals are “just the tip of
the iceberg,” says Acton,
representing “a snapshot of
history” rather than trends
in real time. These statements indicate extensive
community spread of
COVID-19 is already
underway in Ohio, as Gov.
Mike DeWine has said,
and further reinforce the
assumption that the state
is on track to peak earlier
and surge higher than the
Imperial College study’s
best case scenario predicts.
Essentially, incomplete
evidence points to Ohio
experiencing infection,
hospitalization and death
rates that fall somewhere
between those rates seen in
China and South Korea and
rates seen in Italy.
The study further
predicts that in the absence
of a vaccine, which could
take up to 18 months to
produce and manufacture
in mass quantities, government interventions will
have to be maintained in
order to avoid a resurgence
of infections during the
later months of 2020. This
and statements by Acton,
DeWine and Summit
County Public Health
Medical Director Dr. Erica
Sobolewski allude to the
idea that this pandemic

Chief

will last much longer than
many expect.
Ohioans should not be
fearful, but they should take
seriously the orders given
by government and health
officials. What is known is
that potentially millions
of Ohioans, including
hundreds of thousands of
Summit County residents,
will be infected with
COVID-19. Many will
require hospitalization and
the state’s healthcare capacities will be severely strained.
Possibly tens of thousands
of Ohioans will succumb to
the virus or will die because
of untreated chronic conditions. All of this will happen
over a period of several
months with some level
of restrictions remaining
in place for up to a year or
more. Additionally, as some
economists predict and as
Lt. Gov. John Husted has
alluded to, an economic
recession rivaling the Great
Depression could lead
to long lasting effects on
businesses, communities,
workers and families.
The future is still
uncertain. What is for
sure is this pandemic will
be no short matter. Folks
must come to terms with
that fact and should prepare
to endure the COVID-19
crisis for the long haul.
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Pursley, Dominic Morber
and Mike Benson. Between
the four of them, they have
obtained over $3 million in
grants which allowed for
the purchase of essential
equipment they wouldn’t
otherwise be able to acquire.
“When it comes to
working in the fire
service,” Baldwin said,
“it’s one of the best careers
you could have. I don’t
understand why people
don’t seem to have an
interest anymore.”
He discussed his fears that
there may be a shortage of
firefighters and paramedics
in the near future. The role
of fire chief has not been
filled yet, but his responsibilities are being shared by
a few of the city’s firemen
for now.

For our subscribers, you
are welcome to send an email
to subs@barbertonherald.
com to have your printed
edition switched to the
online edition at no charge.
The online edition is
exactly as the printed edition
with page turn, archives and
more. Otherwise, we will
automatically extend your
printed subscription for the
weeks missed.
During this time, please
consider subscribing to the
online edition and continue
to visit our website and
Facebook pages where we will
post community information
and updates on a daily basis.
Thank you for your
continued support and we
will be back up running
soon.

Online, and
everywhere.

Read the Herald
on your iPad,
smartphone or
other device Page by Page,
Just as it
appears in print.
$16 a year
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residence.
Essential businesses and operations
Businesses dealing with healthcare, public health operations, human services operations, essential government
functions and essential infrastructure will remain open.
This includes stores selling groceries and medicine as
well as gas stations, hardware stores, laundry services and
restaurants offering takeaway. It includes financial and
insurance institutions, businesses needed for transportation,
mail and delivery services, critical trades such as plumbers,
electricians and religious entities. While non-essential
business and operations must cease, at-home businesses or
those working from home may continue. Those working
as first responders, emergency dispatchers, judges, jurors,
law enforcement, corrections personnel and governmental
employees working for or to supply essential businesses and
operations are permitted.
Enforcement
How the order is enforced will be largely up to local
officials. “We agree with the governor that this is not a
joke,” says Norton Police Chief John Dalessandro, “if
you don’t need to take your car out and drive, then please
don’t.” Barberton Police Chief Vince Morber is taking a
similar stance, and hopes Barberton residents continue
to follow the governor’s orders. “People have been doing
really good and I applaud them,” says Morber, “and for
the few folks who might need some negative reinforcement to get the message, Barberton police are coming to
work every single day.”
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2010 Chevrolet HHR LT

2010 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
Extra clean, well maintained tilt steering wheel
and brand-new raised white-letter tires!



2745 NESBITT AVE.
(Akron, Ohio 44319)

We are open for business
Our Entire Menu is Available

for Carry-Out, Drive-Thru Window, and DELIVERY!

Affordable Family Meals

Chicken Tacos (6) Homemade Chips & Pico de Gallo ...$21.99
Marinated Chicken Breast (8) homemade mashed
potatoes, vegetable, salad and dinner rolls .............$52.99

Thank you for your support!!!
We are ready and waiting!

3458 Manchester Road -Akron, Ohio

honeymoongrille.com

ORDER ONLINE at
or call
Hours: Mon-sat: 8:30am-1:30pm, 4-7pm • Sun: 8:30am - 1:30pm
(subject to change based on business levels)

330-644-4355

BUY HERE • PAY HERE!

Extra clean, very well maintained with cruise
control, CD player and only 93K miles on it!

others, receiving schooling
materials, weddings and
funerals, travel required
by law enforcement or
returning to places of

Bad Credit
No Credit
No Problem
VIEW ENTIRE INVENTORY: jaysautosalesinc.net

2009 Ford F-150 XL

2012 Chevrolet Malibu LS

Extra clean, superbly maintained, one owner,
rust free, like-new tires and 8 cylinder engine!

Extraordinarily clean, superbly maintained, tilt
steering wheel, cruise control and like-new tires!

2010 Ford Escape XLS

2013 Dodge Grand Caravan Crew

Extra clean, superbly maintained, one owner,
CD player, alloy wheels and brand-new tires!

Extra clean, well maintained, backing cam,
cruise control, CD player and like-new tires!

500 VETERAN & FIRST RESPONDER DISCOUNT

$

1310 HIGH ST., WADSWORTH • 330-334-1080
HOURS: Mon-Fri 9-6, Sat 9-4, Closed Sun. (family day)

