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Public land
(continued from page 8)

The public land is situated on the
eastern and western slopes of the
mountain. It can be accessed from
Milo School Road, where there are
several gravel parking areas, and from
Magnolia Road.
The Division of Natural Resources
purchased the property from The Conservation Fund in 2012 and continues
to maintain a forest stewardship management plan for the area.
In 1929, the now-West Virginia Division of Forestry constructed a fire
observation tower atop Sideling Hill
on the WMA; this tower was operational until its retirement by circa
1990. The remains of the old fire
tower can still be found on the top of
the ridge in the northern third of the
WMA.
The majority of the area is covered
by hardwood forest and mixed pines.
Timber ages range from approximately 20 years to 75+ years.
Small wet-weather streams are on
both the east and west slopes of Sideling Hill Mountain and drain into the
Potomac and Cacapon Rivers.
Wildlife there includes white-tailed
deer, wild turkey, black bear, porcupine, squirrels, fox, coyote, fisher and
smaller mammals.
There are no facilities or developments on the area other than maintained roads and trails. The state
maintains it as walk-in only, and terrain can be challenging off-trail. Activities such as mountain biking,
camping, and horseback riding are not
permitted on the WMA.
Sleepy Creek WMA
Part of Sleepy Creek Wildlife
Management Area is in Morgan
County and part in Berkeley County
to the east. The largest swath of public
land in the Eastern Panhandle,
the WMA contains more than
22,600 acres of forested land on
Sleepy Creek Mountain and Third Hill
Mountain.
The original 21,000 acres of the
area were purchased with hunting license sales by the Conservation Commission of West Virginia in December
1950.
Sleepy Creek WMA can be reached
from multiple locations in Morgan
and Berkeley counties.
An access road to the mid-point of
Sleepy Creek Mountain is situated on
White’s Gap Road off Duckwall Road
in eastern Morgan County. The northern end of the mountain can be
reached from the Tuscarora Trail from
a trailhead at Spruce Pine Hollow

Roadside Park along Martinsburg
Road.
Other gated access roads can be
reached from Shanghai Road/Hampshire Grade Road in southern Morgan
County and multiple points in Berkeley County.
The DNR is actively managing timber in Morgan County to improve
habitat for Wild Turkeys, Ruffed
Grouse, Cerulean Warblers, and many
other wildlife species.
Plantings in Sleepy Creek were
done over the course of more than 40
years to by the state to improve habitat. “Salvage cuts” occurred in the late
1980s to manage gypsy moth damage.
For more than 30 years, the state has
also managed the forested areas to attract and support Ruffed Grouse.
More recently, forests were managed
to improve habitat for the Cerulean
Warbler, a canopy-nesting neotropical
migrant songbird species of significant conservation need.
Sleepy Creek WMA has a wide diversity of wildlife habitat, from 150
acres of open land and wildlife clearings, over 100 acres of wetland and
more than 20,000 acres of forest/timberland of oak and hickory species.
Large white pines and a rhododendron-eastern hemlock area can be
found along the Meadow Branch Valley.
Meadow Branch flows through the
WMA, as do Roaring Run and Little
Brush Creek.
Wildlife includes white-tailed deer,
black bear, wild turkey, ruffed grouse,
squirrels (gray and fox), raccoons,
fox, coyote, bobcat, fisher, mink,

Sleepy Creek Lake

beaver, muskrat, and other small
mammals.
A number of species in Sleepy
Creek WMA are rare statewide, regionally, and/or are species of greatest
conservation need (SGCN) listed in
the State Wildlife Action Plan
(SWAP).
Sleepy Creek Lake and the campgrounds (67 campsites) surrounding
the lake are used heavily during the

spring and summer. Roads and walking trails on the WMA are frequently
used by day hikers, backpackers,
horseback riders, birders, and mountain bikers. Camping allowed only at
maintained and marked campgrounds.
Unlawful 4x4 off-roaders and
ATV/UTV riders is a persistent issue
on the area and the state encourages
reporting of their activity to the Natural Resources Police.
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