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Public land protects history, habitat & access to wild areas
Morgan County is home to two
West Virginia State Parks, three state
Wildlife Management Areas, and a
Nature Conservancy preserve. All of
these areas can be explored for free by
the public. Each area gives visitors a
different look at the ridges, mountains, special rock formations, plant
and animal life in our region. The
areas are open to foot traffic in all seasons.
Cacapon State Park
Cacapon State Park is a 6,000-acre
park in the southern portion of Morgan County that covers the valley
floor and rises up the eastern slope of
Cacapon Mountain. It extends more
than 10 miles, tip-to-tip, narrowing to
a finger on the northern end of the
mountain above the Panorama Overlook. Small sections of the western
slope of Cacapon Mountain are also
contained in the park.
Cacapon State Park was built by the
Civilian Conservation Corps on land
that had been clear-cut for its timber
in the early 20th century. It officially
opened July 1, 1937. CCC workers
built cabins in the 1940s, then more
park buildings were added in the
lodge in the 1950s. The golf course
was added to the park in 1973.
The park lodge is now under construction, getting an addition of another wing of 78 rooms, an
indoor/outdoor pool, spa and addition
meeting and eating spaces. The existing lodge rooms are also being renovated. The park’s cabins – a selection
of original log structures from the
CCC era and more modern cabins -have all been upgraded in the last year.
Cacapon State Park has two lakes –
the lower one has a beach and boat

docks for recreation. The upper reservoir lake is open for fishing.
A Nature Center offers insights into
the plants and animals to be found in
the park. Situated in the main picnic
loop area of the park, the center is the
hub for guided hikes.
The park also offers new mountain
biking trails, accessed from the Batt
Pavilion. Below the Batt Pavilion, a
sporting clay range is open for recreational shooting.
A full trail guide is available at the
lodge and Nature Center and can be
downloaded from the West Virginia
State Park website.
Call 304-258-1022 for additional
information.
Berkeley Springs State Park
Berkeley Springs State Park stands
in the center of the county seat of
Berkeley Springs. It is located right
across the town square from the Morgan County Courthouse.
Berkeley Springs State Park is tiny
– just 5 acres – but contains a public
swimming pool, channels of spring
water where the public can wet their
feet and children can splash. The
springs are famous for their mineral
contest. The park has two separate
bathhouses that let visitors soak in
heated spring water as many travelers
have here during the last three centuries.
The park is also the home of the
Museum of the Berkeley Springs in
the upper floor of the Old Roman
Bathhouse.
A park gazebo is used for local musical shows and public events, and the
park fills with vendors, musicians and
visitors during the annual Apple Butter Festival in October.

For more information, call 304-2582711.
Eidolon Nature Preserve
Eidolon is a 354-acre forested
property along the top and east sides
of Sideling Hill west of Great
Cacapon.
The property’s last owners -- Louis
and Marguerite Zapolean –left it to the
Nature Conservancy, which has cared
for the property since 2006 with the
Potomac Valley Audubon Society. Located at 2146 Orleans Road in Great
Cacapon, the property took its name
from women of Greek mythology that
were created by Zeus from mist and
light. Eidolon means “image of the
ideal.”
There are several miles of marked
trail that criss-cross the preserve. An
old coach road there dates back to the
1780s.
The preserve is known to be the
home of Cerulean warblers and many
other species of birds, reptiles and
special plants.
Reach the preserve by taking Route
9 west over Cacapon Mountain,
through the village of Great Cacapon
and further west. Turn onto Detour
Road and follow 9/10 of a mile. Take
a right on Orleans Road and follow
2.1 miles up Sideling Hill. The entrance to Eidolon will be on the right,
marked by a green gate and two stone
pillars. There is a parking area outside
the gate.
Deer hunting is permitted in season.
ATVs and horseback riding are not
permitted. Visitors should carry out
what they carry in to the preserve.
For more information, call the
Potomac Valley Audubon Society at
304-676-3397. A trail map and

brochure are available for download
from the group’s website.
Wildlife areas
Three Wildlife Management Areas
in Morgan County are overseen by the
West Virginia Division of Natural Resources.
Each area was given to or bought by
the state to be put in trust for the public to enjoy, and to provide a habitat
for local wildlife to thrive and multiply. Areas are generally rugged and
have no facilities. Visitors should consult DNR maps of each area.
Widmeyer WMA
Widmeyer Wildlife Management
Area includes 435 acres on the western side of Cacapon Mountain that
drops down to the Potomac River near
the Panorama Overlook. Access is
from along Cacapon Road/Route 9.
There is a gravel parking lot off Cacapon Road and one off Bennett Lane,
which connects to Cacapon Road.
Lois and Lester donated the land for
the WMA in 1977.
The only trails in the area are old
farm and logging roads that have
filled in with low growth. Almost the
entire property is covered by upland
oak-pine mixed forest. Two main
streams drain to the Potomac River
during wet seasons.
Wildlife includes white-tail deer,
wild turkey, squirrels, fox, coyotes
and bear. Hunting is permitted in season.
Camping, mountain biking, and
horseback riding are not allowed on
the area.
Sideling Hill WMA
Created from former timber land
and a private hunting club property,
the 2,415-acre Sideling Hill Wildlife
Management area is located on
Sideling Hill Mountain west of Great
Cacapon.
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