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Sin! It creeps into our
lives like a slithering
serpent from whom it
comes. Oh, how we need
to be forgiven! How we
want to be forgiven. God
is good, and wants to
have a relationship with
all His creatures. How-
ever, our sins and iniq-
uities stand between us
and our creator. Know-
ing this to be the real
problem of all mankind,
God sent His Son Jesus
as an offering for the sins
of the world.

We now have two choic-
es: to accept the free gift
of forgiveness from our
sins, or accept the penal-
ty of condemnation that

we deserve.

Thank God for the grace
that He offers to each of
us through Jesus! There
is no other way to God
except through Christ,
and we have to follow
His way, and accept His
truth in order to receive
His gift of eternal life
with the Father.

There is one thing that
must be remembered
however, and that is
that we will not receive
any more forgiveness
than we are willing to
extend to those who
have wronged us. We
must understand that
we don’t forgive others
for God’s sake. We don’t
forgive another for the
sake of the one who has
wronged us. We forgive
for our sake, for without
forgiving them, we can-
not see God.
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A visit to Dr. Quackly

I went to see Dr. Quackly
today to see if he could
do somethin’ fer my bad
cough. Th’ doc checked
my chest and throat and
allowed I'd have to have
a shot. Now doctors don’t
mess with givin’ shots.
They got a sadistic lab
technician to do th’ dirty
work.

I thought TI'd be ready
and I rolled my sleeve up.
When she came in and
noticed my sleeve rolled
up she smiled and evil

smile and said, “Buster
we ain’t givin’ no shots in
th’ arm today!”

Why do they give shots
so fer from where th’
trouble is? Shucks, I had
a bad throat and that’s
not near where I got th’
shot.

Ain’t it funny how the
doctors will say, “I'm
gonna ‘give’ you some-
thin’ for your cold?” Their
‘gives’ usually winds up
costin’ a week’s pay!
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Christmas after
Christmas

Celebrating Christmas
at the Perkins’ house
happens the week af-
ter Christmas, so we
have just completed
our “Merry Christmas”
and “Happy New Year”
with Jon and his fami-
ly and Carla and hers.
Not being accustomed
to having anyone in
the house except the
two of us, the sounds of
youth coming from ev-
ery room and the long
discussions among
adults were blessings.
The kitchen was always
bustling with activity
because each has spe-
cial dishes from Frito
pie (Noah) to spaghetti
(J.C.) to mashed pota-
toes (Luke) to creamed
corn (Eme).

The most exciting gift
could have been the
crossbow for J.C. When
his family moved from
Brentwood to Chapel
Hill, TN (which is much
like Edmonton), J.C.
came home one day
from middle school and
announced that it was
bow season. (He has
never been hunting.)
That prompted the new
bow. He can now take
out an elephant. After
hours of his dad putting
it together, everyone
went outside to watch
the “shooting.” There
are two arrows that will
forever remain in a tree
in our yard!

My tradition, when the
kids are all together, is
to take them to a mov-
ie. After arguing over
what to see, we settled
on “CATS.” Luke (16)
read the horrible re-
views, so I thought it
would be fun to see for
ourselves. J.C. had just
seen the play at TPAC
and I had slept through
most of it years ago at
the KCPA in Louisville,
so I was game to see
how the movie version

up the morning, I for-
got. I had the card ready
but did I think of it? No.
How embarrassing when
the following conversa-
tion occurred.

Jon had planned to
leave at ten, have lunch
in Bowling Green, get
to the Corvette plant by
one, and then after the
tour, go to Haywood to
visit Aunt Carolyn (Ber-
ry). Getting everyone
out the door that early
seemed impossible so
Jon suggested switch-
ing the plan to going to
the plant at eleven and
eating last. Guy’s radar
went off. “Son, you sure-
ly know that I am not
going to wait until one
to eat.” Jon assured him
he would not starve. We
have a saying between us
that goes like this: “It’s
not all about you!” So, I
pulled that one out of my
hat. “Guy, you do realize
it’s not all about you!”

Jon looked at me and
said, “This time, I be-
lieve it is about him since
it’s his birthday!” Talk
about mortified, I could

See CHRISTMAS, Page 5
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1st Corinthians 5:1-2,
“It is reported common-
ly that there is fornica-
tion among you, and
such fornication as is
not so much as named
among the Gentiles,
that one should have his
father’s wife. And ye are
puffed up, and have not
rather mourned, that he
that hath done this deed
might be taken away
from among you.”

It is easy today to find
virtually any doctrine
being taught among
groups that call them-
selves Christian. The re-
ality is that even among
the truly faithful today
there is a serious issue
with discipline, both in-
dividual and within the
church body.

There are many who
falsely believe and teach
that we shouldn’t judge
issues that arise within
the church. Using the
Bible as the final au-
thority on this we can
clearly see that there are
times that the church
does need to deal with
things.

Within the Corinthi-
an church, there was
an individual who was
having an affair with his
stepmother. The Apos-
tle Paul was heavily
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SALUTING OUR LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
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critical of the church for
not dealing with it. The
church felt they were
doing well by bringing
in the multitudes by not
criticizing the lifestyle
many of them brought
with them.

In verse six Paul sets
the record straight on
this issue: “Your glory-
ing is not good. Know
ye not that a little leav-
en leaveneth the whole
lump?” His concern was
that if sin wasn’t dealt
with by the church, it
would grow. Paul told
the church that if the
individual didn’t repent
and change his lifestyle
that he needed to be re-
moved from the church.

1st Corinthians 5:11,
“But now I have writ-
ten unto you not to keep
company, if any man
that is called a brother
be a fornicator, or cov-
etous, or an idolater, or
a railer, or a drunkard,
or an extortioner; with
such a one no not to
eat.”

This topic is one that
isn’t popular and one
that some might find of-
fensive but the reality is
dealing with sin within
the church is very im-
portant. If the Apostle
Paul was pastoring a
local church today, he
wouldn’t be very popu-
lar among many mem-
bers because of this. In
ond Corinthians, we

See JUDGMENT, Page 5
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HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
message every day. It's a numerical puzzle designedto spell
out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
number of letters is 6 or more, sublract 4. Ifthe numberis less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the

checked figures give you.
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Place a number in the
empty boxes in such
a way that each row
across, each column

down, and each small

9-box square contains
all of the numbers from
one to nine.

—— Weekly SUDOKU ——

Answer
7|1|9|8|2|5|6|4|3
4|2|8|7|6|3|9|1]5
5(3|(6|a|1]|9]|7|8]2
1/6|7|5[(8|4a[2|3]|9
9(a|3|2|7|1]|8|5]|6
2|/8|5|3|9|6|1|7]|4
3(7|1|9]|4|2]|5|6|8
6(5(2|1|3|8|4a|9|7
8(9la|6|5|7|3[2]1
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