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tives and in similar roles 
have Ivy League degrees, 
but I wouldn’t trade my 
upbringing in Monroe 
County for any degree.”

Comer spoke of the 
things he was the proud-
est of, that he says might 
be taken for granted. 
Amongst those things 
were the school system, 
the county water treat-
ment plant, hospital, air-
port, and golf course.

He also spoke of the 
strength and character 
that family-owned/op-
erated businesses ad to 
the community.

“We are self-sufficient 
people. We take care of 
our own, and we haven’t 
often had a lot of out-
side help,” Comer said. 
“The ten largest employ-
ers in our county are 
multi-generational fam-
ily businesses.

Next, Senator David Giv-
ens took the platform, 
sharing fond memories 
of Monroe County when 
his Green County team 
often lost basketball 
games to the Monroe 
Falcons and pondered 
if the forefathers of the 
county knew that 200 
years later, what they 
established would still 
remain. 

Representative Bart 
Rowland spoke as well, 
saying that his fami-
ly has been part of the 
county for 110 of the 200 
years and that there is 
no place he’d rather live 
and work. 

Sid Hale, well known 
in Monroe County for 
his efforts to preserve 
and cherish memories 
and history of his home, 
spoke. He was quick to 
say he was not a histo-
rian but shared a brief 
history of the county and 
state. He began by say-
ing that Kentucky was 
known as the ‘dark and 

bloody grounds’ because 
the Native Americans 
came here to hunt. In 
the 1780s settlers settled 
in areas known as Foun-
tain Run, Meshack, and 
Watson’s Store (later 
Tompkinsville). In June 
of 1792, Kentucky was 
officially formed, and on 
January 19, 1820, Mon-
roe County was formed 
from parts of already 
established Barren and 
Cumberland counties. 
The county was named 
after President James 
Monroe.

“I don’t know who 
coined the phrase ‘home 
is where the heart is’, but 
I know they were right. 
If you were born in Mon-
roe County, if you moved 
to Monroe County, if you 
spent any time here at 
all, it is in your blood. 
And it got in your heart. 
I am so proud to be an 
America, I am so proud 
to be a Kentuckian, and I 
am so very, very proud to 
be a Monroe Countian.”

Shelia Rush, the Direc-
tor of Old Mulkey State 
Park also took the plat-
form to talk about the 
exciting events that will 
be held throughout the 
year, in conjunction with 
this momentous celebra-
tion. 
“They say it takes a vil-
lage and there is no bet-
ter village than this,” 
Rush said. 

Events will begin in 
March and will take 
place through October 
when the grand fina-
le of a Blue & Gray Ball 
will be held. An exhibit 
about the life of Presi-
dent James Monroe will 
be on display at various 
locations. Rush stressed 
her excitement about the 
extensive and diverse list 
of events and expressed 
great emotion and ex-
citement for all events*.

However, one event 

seemed to tug at her 
heartstrings the most. 

On August the 21st, 
Monroe County will ob-
serve the Korean War 
and its local history. 
When Rush met with the 
Korean Veterans, she 
asked what would make 
the event memorable 
and special to them, and 
Jerry Agers suggested 
that it would be some-
thing if they could see a 
“Huey” helicopter again 
because they were all in 
one at some time or an-
other.
“The sound of a Huey 
meant that help was on 
the way, it meant that 
wounded comrades were 
being saved, it meant 
that they got to come 
home,” Rush said. It was 
no easy task, but Rush 
took it upon herself to 
locate a Huey, and not 
one, but two will be com-
ing for the event. Those 
who wish may take a ride 
in a Huey helicopter. 
Rides will be $50, but it 
is one of the few associ-
ated events with any cost 
at all. Other highlights 
of the event were chil-
dren dressed as pioneers 
singing “My Old Ken-
tucky Home”, the sign-
ing of the proclamation, 
and the unveiling of the 
bicentennial cake, built 
by students at the Mon-
roe Vocational School, 
assisted by the children 
of Wee Care Daycare.

One of the events this year will be a battle re-enactment. 
Rush kicks up her heels in a happy dance with a soldier.

Comer spoke eloquently 
and sentimentally about 
the place he calls home. 

Bart Rowland spoke with 
pride of his Monroe County 
home.

Rush encouraged the 
crowd to take part in 
all of the events and to 
participate throughout 
the year, while at work, 
school, and play. 

*The events are too nu-
merous to mention in this 
article, however, in Feb-
ruary a complete listing 
of the events taking place 
between March and Octo-
ber of this year will be in 
the Monroe County Citizen. 
More details can be found 
by visiting monroecoun-
ty2020.com. None of the 
events would be possible 
without sponsors, volun-
teers and supporters.

 

Karidee, Addisyn and Luke sang  “My Old Kentucky Home” 
in period appropriate clothes that resemble what children 
wore 200 years ago.

Comer and Headrick shake hands as Rush watches.

Sen. David Givens with Mr. Headrick who headed up the 
kick off event and served as the emcee. 

Side Hale gave a brief 
history of Monroe County. 

Rush was full of excitement 
and exuberance during her 
presentation of events.


