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McConnell and other
state and local partners
at Pisgah Bay on Ken-
tucky Lake to observe
the Modified Unified
Method of removing
carp from our water-
ways. Senator McCon-
nell and I took a boat
out with members from
Kentucky Fish and Wild-
life to observe this carp
removal method first-
hand. We held a press
conference after our
boating excursion and
I had the opportunity
to hear from local res-
idents and community
leaders on the best ways
to continue combating
Asian carp. I discussed
my successful efforts
advocating for federal
resources to take on the
issue and our continued
attention to eradicating
this invasive species.

Spending Time in
Logan County

I recently spent a very
productive day visiting
with constituents in Lo-
gan County. I had the
opportunity to stop by
Walnut Grove Farm - a
6th generation family
grain farming opera-
tion - for a tour. We dis-
cussed agriculture issues
of importance to their
business and how family
farms like Walnut Grove
are setting an example
for future family farms
in Kentucky. I also vis-
ited the Logan County
Jail to discuss rehabili-
tation programs. Reha-
bilitation is a key issue of
importance to me as we
continue to improve our
workforce and ensure
Kentuckians are able to
access the education and
workforce training pro-
grams necessary to Ken-
tucky’s economic future.

Discussing Welfare Re-
form in Oversight Com-
mittee

In an Oversight and Re-
form Committee hearing
examining policies re-
lated to the workforce,
SNAP benefits, and solu-

tions to lift people out
of poverty, I questioned
witnesses about how the
welfare system is serv-
ing Americans. We dis-
cussed how we can focus
on positive changes to
bring people out of pov-
erty and into the work-
force so Americans can
better provide for them-
selves and their families.
You can view my ques-
tions and remarks here.

Visiting with the Ken-
tucky School Nutrition
Association

Back in Kentucky, I
spoke to the Kentucky
School Nutrition Asso-
ciation about the impor-
tance of public schools
in shaping the next
generation of leaders. I
have great appreciation
for food service profes-
sionals in our public
schools who work tire-
lessly to make sure stu-
dents receive nutritious,
well-rounded meals so
they can focus on be-
ing successful students.
As the top Republican
on the Education and
Labor  Subcommittee
which oversees child nu-
trition and school lunch
programs, hearing the
perspectives of the Ken-
tucky School Nutrition
Association is impera-
tive to my work advanc-
ing school lunch policies
that benefit children.

Workforce
Development
Underway in
Paducah

In early February, I
toured a couple of fa-
cilities in Paducah that
are making waves in
workforce develop-
ment. At the McCracken
County Jail, I saw the
great work underway to
provide inmates with a
pathway to becoming
productive, engaging
members of society. The
training programs they
offer for welding and
HVAC training will help
fill critical workforce
gaps and reduce incar-

ceration rates. I also
stopped by the Paducah
Innovation Hub. Once
the Hub opens, it will
house technical classes
like carpentry, welding,
and engineering. I'm ex-
cited to see the finished
construction of this in-
novative new facility
which will be a model for
education moving for-
ward. As time goes on,
the old model of four-
year degrees and piles
of student loan debt are
not the answer for many
individuals’ education
needs. Instead, we must
emphasize certificates
and skills training. I

thoroughly enjoyed
traveling  throughout
Paducah and seeing

firsthand the need for
a more skills-based ed-
ucation system moving
forward. You can view
more details about my
visit to the McCracken
County Jail here, and
the Paducah Innovation
Hub here. I also encour-
age you to read a recent
column I wrote on skills-
based education here.

EPA Announcement
on Chemicals in
Drinking Water

On February 21st, the
EPA took an important
step in implementing
their PFAS Action Plan
by proposing regulato-
ry determinations for
perfluorooctanesulfonic
acid (PFOS) and perflu-
orooctanoic acid (PFOA)
in drinking water. As
Ranking Member of the
House Oversight and
Reform Subcommittee
on the Environment,
I've been very involved
in discussions on ways
EPA is looking to regu-
late harmful chemicals
in water through sci-
ence-based, data-driven
methods. To view more
information on what
these chemicals are and
what they do, visit here.
You can access more
information about the
EPA’s PFAS Action Plan
here.

ACROSS
1 Sol, la or ti
5 Low-pitched
9 Salt Lake
City resident
14 Ahead by a
single point
19 Otherworldly
glow
20 Admit openly
21 Spanish
appetizers
22 More
sensible
23 Datum for a
hard drive
26 Brand of
fake fat
27 Geriatrics
topic
28 Vegetable in
Cajun
cuisine
29 Beach
birds
31 St. Patty’s
land
32 Gains’
opposites
34 Australian
avian
35 Defunct
figure-
skating
show
37 Robin’s
place
39 Woven
together
41 Take one’s
turn after all
others
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47 Develops an Down, arm answers impact 73 “Tis —’
affinity for of the Indian sound (“So sad”)
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upload 101 Should it a wrench razor) 88 Supporting
66 Like some happen that 8 Hive cluster 51 Stole’s kin 90 “C —
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location-wise 107 Epsom — Hagen (jumping toy) 91 Food tuna
67 Caterer's 108 Redding with 10 Maneuver 53 Utopia 93 Tricolor cat
receptacle aGrammy 11 Each 55 The “D” of 94 Chinese fruit
69 Got the gold 110 Flynn of 12 Strong cD 95 Car security
70 Fruity frozen early films dislike 58 Fate who cut system
dessert 111 Classic tune 13 “It's Gonna the thread of 98 Easy putt
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Lincoln, e.g. go-withs 14 Mil. hangout 59 Secondary tidbits
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O’Connell messaging members 61 Asofnow 105 — the Cow
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HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
message every day. It's a numerical puzzle designed to spell
out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
number of letters is 6 or more, subtract4. I the number s less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the

checked figures give you.
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Just Like Cate & Dogs

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the

numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ &

€ Moderate @ € Challenging
@ & & HOO BOY!
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Place a number in the
empty boxes in such
a way that each row
across, each column

down, and each small

9-box square contains
all of the numbers from
one to nine.

by Dave T. Phipps

SO I DID THE WISE THING FAKED ILLNESS
AND CRAWLED OUT THE BATHROOM WINDOW.
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