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Peter and the Wolf
On Sunday, January 

5th, visitors tat the Lake 
Worth Beach Public Li-
brary were treated to a 
read along Chamber Music 
concert.

The Lakeside Chamber 
Players performed the 

fairy  tale Peter the Wolf.
Each character in the 

tale was performed by 
an instrument in the or-
chestra.

The Lakeside Chamber 
Players mission is to enrich 
the cultural live of  our 

community by providing 
quality concerts designed 
to meet the evolving needs 
of the modern concert-
goers in the 21st century 
through partnerships and 
collaborations with com-
munity cultural centers.

One Moment In Time
By Helen Vogt Greene

January 16, 1925, 95 
years ago, is the date that 
the $600,000 ‘El Nue-
vo’, now called the Gulf 
Stream Hotel, opened its 
doors with a royal fanfare. 
The question today is will 
the historical treasure 
‘rise again’ to reclaim the 
glories and its opulent 
past?

The discussion of a new 
hotel was so important 
that as early as January 
15, 1920 a ‘crowd’ of 300 
Lake Worth residents, in 
about 50 automobiles, 
traveled to Fort Lauder-
dale and paid $1 each for a 
dinner to inspect the Bro-
ward Hotel. The Broward 
was to be the ‘replica’ for 
the purposed hotel.

The Lake Worth Her-
ald published the first 
announcement on March 
21, 1923. “Land has been 
purchased, architectural 
plans approved and con-
tract let for a $250,000 
five-story fire-proof ho-
tel of 100 rooms to be 
erected...by the El Nuevo 
Hotel Company.”

The new hotel, 100x135 
feet, faced Lake Avenue 
and “R” Street, which 
is now Golfview, over-
looking the park, which 
is deeded to remain the 
same, and the lake. By 
March 5, 1924 the Spanish 
style  hotel  room numbers 

had increased from 100 to 
131 with private baths. 
“The location selected is 
conceded to be one of the 
best sites in Lake Worth.”

With the support of the 
Lake Worth Commission, 
with Mayor Alex Drake, 
the company owned by 
G.H. Glover hired the 
architectural firm of G. 
Lloyd Preacher and Com-
pany. The ‘El Nuevo’ 
dream became an Art 
Deco reality.

As the ‘El Nuevo’ was 
being built, Florida was 
experiencing a ‘building 
boom.’ With Henry Fla-
gler setting the example, 
The Seaboard Air Line 
and the Atlantic Coast 
Line railroads were the 
‘rails’ for the booming 
developmental growth.

The new millionaires 
of America were looking 
for a ‘Garden of Eden’ and 
ways to escape the chill-
ing winters of the north. 
Traditionally, these ‘snow 
birds’ opened the season 
on November 15 and re-
turned north on April 20 
the next year.

In 1925, Florida’s pros-
perity dreams, with fi-
nancial scandals and land 
swindles, began to fade. 
In 1926 and 1928, Mother 
Nature set into motion two 
of the most devastating 
and damaging hurricanes.  
The Miami Hurricane of 
1926 did only minimal 

damage to Lake Worth.
September 8, 1928, the 

story of the hurricane that 
is listed as the fourth worst 
hurricane made landfall. 
As to the El Nuevo Hotel, 
Jonathan Koontz’s, in his 
book “Lake Worth: Jewel 
of the Gold Coast” tells 
their story.

The El Nuevo “a hotel 
that was already on the 
verge of financial col-
lapse was in the middle 
of the violent hurricane 
which ended one phase of 
Lake Worth’s existence. 
The roof of the hotel was 
blown off, and seven feet 
of sand was deposited in 
the lobby.” Add to this, the 
crash of the 1929 Stock 
Market and the El Nuevo 
claimed bankruptcy.

It was not until the 
summer of 1936 that the 
bankruptcy claim was 
heard.  It was on the steps 
of the Palm Beach County 
Court House. “The first 
and only bid for $5,000 
made.”

The bid was made 
by the young attorney 
from Washington, D.C., 
Richard C. Marshall, III.  
Marshall was represent-
ing his father General 
Richard C. Marshall, II 
and Colonel H.C. Maddox.  
Within minutes, they be-
came the new owners of 
the new hotel called the 
Gulf Stream Hotel. There 
were ‘Ripples’ of rebirth.

Wi t h  r e b i r t h  a n d 
change comes expansion.  
Over the following years, 
the Gulf Stream Hotel 
became the Gulf Stream 
Hotel and Villas, which 
included ten properties, 
each with their own story. 
Once more Lake Worth 
became the place “where 
summer spends the win-
ter.”

For 30 years,the gen-
tile lifestyle of the Gulf 
Stream, was in the hands 
of the General Manager, 
Benjamin R. Pease, a 
gentleman’s gentleman. 
He passed away on Janu-

ary 6, 1974. His legacy was 
passed on to the ever so 
capable William Donnell. 
His lovely wife, Ellen, be-
came the manager of the 
Gulf Stream Inn. They 
were two of the most gra-
cious hosts of Lake Worth 
and Afternoon Tea took 
on a new meaning.

In 1997, with promises 
of returning the historic 
treasure to its days of 
glory, the new owners 
invested over $3 million 
dollars in renovations. On 
January 11, 1983, the Gulf 
Stream Hotel was placed 
on the National Register 

of Historic Places.
The grand and trea-

sured Art Deco hotel of 
the past, the Gulf Stream 
Hotel, has remained va-
cant for more years than 
we can remember. Time 
and Mother Nature is 
taking its toll.

Perhaps, 2020 will be 
the new decade and year 
for new beginnings for 
honoring the past for fu-
ture generations. In these 
financially challenging 
days and the growing 
costs of preserving the 
past, we wish the new 
owners only the very best.


