
Old Deals, New Wheels By: Dr. James L. Snyder What It’s Like in Heaven
Since my mom went 

to be with Jesus, I’ve 
been thinking about 
heaven a lot.

Second Corinthians 
5 encourages us that 
being absent from the 
body means believers 
are with the Lord.  And 
I believe that!  Since 
my mother is not here, 
that means she is WITH 
HIM!  PtL!

When Colossians 
3:2 calls out, “Set your 
minds on things above, 
not on earthly things,” 
that’s EXACTLY what 
I’m doing.  Now, I pon-
der what’s going on up 
there.  And I have lots of 
questions!

I can picture the song, 
“I Can Only Imagine” 
playing out in my mind.  
My mom loved Jesus, 
so when she saw Him…
she probably cried.  But 
what then?!

I’m wondering…
when you get to heaven, 
are all your believing 
family members lined 
up to see you?  Like in 
a tunnel at a football 
game?  Do they call 
your name over a loud-
speaker so they know 
who is coming next?  Is 
there a ginormous white 
board listing new arriv-
als?

When you get to 
heaven, is there an Ori-
entation you go through 
so you will know where 
everything is?  And do 
Bible “greats” have 
break-out sessions 
where you can stop 
by and get the details?  

A new resident has parked itself in the 
driveway of the parsonage. After ten years of 
the old resident parked outside, it is a nice 
change to see this new one.

For the past year, the Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage has been looking for a new 
vehicle. When I say looking, I really mean, 
“Looking.” She leaves no stone unturned in 
her quest, especially for a new vehicle.

After a year of searching, she finally found 
one that met her credentials. I did not believe 
it at first. I know it takes something very 
special to really please her. For her to come 
home one evening and say, “I finally found 
the van I want,” was a shocking moment for 
me.

When she found this particular vehicle, 
she was truly ecstatic. I really cannot blame 
her. After a year of searching, searching, and 
finding one and then discovering it was not 
what you wanted has to be a tiring experi-
ence; all the vehicles she rejected throughout 
the past year.

But the story is not over when she finds the 
vehicle she wants. It’s really just beginning.

The next step, of course, is to go to the 
salesman and bargain for a good price.

First, there has to be a trade-in price for 
her current vehicle. Trust me when I say, she 
knows just what it’s worth and will not take 
a dime less. The salesman, on the other hand, 
thinks he can use her trade-in as a bargaining 
chip. Is he going to be surprised!

After the trade-in is settled comes the price 
for the new vehicle. According to her re-
search, my wife knows exactly how much 
that vehicle is worth. I would not be sur-
prised that she knows more about it than the 
salesman.

By: Dawn Reed
“Moses is in mansion 
#301, Noah in #120, Si-
mon Peter #402…”

Are their “regions” in 
heaven?  Do all the Ken-
tuckians hang out to-
gether in one spot?  Will 
I still have an accent?!

Is there coffee in 
heaven?  I want to think 
there is!  I picture my 
mom talking and laugh-
ing at a table with Corrie 
ten Boom, Harriet Tub-
man and Mary the moth-
er of Jesus-all women of 
courage.

And who has “cloud 
duty”?  Do they take 
turns?  Every day, the 
sky displays a breath-
taking work of art for 
us to behold if we only 
look up.  Do you see it, 
too?  One day last week, 
it looked as if three dif-
ferent abstract artists 
had worked on it.  Yes-
terday evening, there 
were layers upon layers 
of fluffy clouds from 
bright white, to light 
blue and then a deeper 
slate blue.  Whose turn 
was that?! 

It has only been a 
few weeks since my 
sweet mother has been 
in heaven yet it seems 
like it’s already been a 
year.  It still hurts deep-
ly.  But…I am choosing-
hourly, daily-to think of 
the good things and still 
have joy.  I’m trusting 
the God she trusted and 
I’m looking forward to 
seeing her again!  Then 
I will know all the an-
swers!

The next step is for her to drive the vehicle 
around to make sure everything is working. 
Nobody can do this better than she can. If up 
to me, if the engine starts, I am satisfied. If 
I can drive around the block, I am ecstatic.

Not so with the Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. After her intense inspection and 
trial run, she will know everything about that 
vehicle.

My job, although not as important as hers, 
is to sign all the paperwork, including the 
bank loan.

For the past week, I heard what a great deal 
she got and how wonderful this new van is. 
And, she should know because she did all of 
the work.

I am certainly not complaining, because, 
with her expertise in this area, I do not have 
to try to find a van for her. As she was ex-
ploiting all the merits of this new van, I just 
smiled because she was happy. You know 
the saying about a happy wife.

As she was going on about her van, I could 
not help but think of what Solomon said. 
“Who can find a virtuous woman? for her 
price is far above rubies. The heart of her 
husband doth safely trust in her, so that he 
shall have no need of spoil. She will do him 
good and not evil all the days of her life” 
(Proverbs 31:10-12).

I may not be as wise as Solomon, but like 
him, I made the find of a lifetime.

Dr. James L. Snyder is pastor of the Family 
of God Fellowship, 1471 Pine Road, Ocala, 
FL 34472. He lives with his wife in Silver 
Springs Shores. Call him at 352-687-4240 
or e-mail jamessnyder2@att.net. The church 
web site is www.whatafellowship.com.
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Dr. James L. Snyder 

Many things about me could be called into 
question, and a lot has. I get that. However, the 
most attractive thing about me is my nose. I am not 
sure of the reason why, it looks like anybody else’s 
nose.

My nose, however, attracts everything around it, 
from dust to pollen and other unmentionables. 
If there is something not attracted to my nose I 
haven’t found it yet.

This past week has been no exception. If it was 
in the air, it was in my nose. I do not know why 
my nose is so attractive to things, but there it is. I 
am the one that suffers the consequences of that 
attractive nose of mine. To be very certain, I did not 
pick my nose, it came with my face.

It seems the older I get, the more attractive my 
nose gets. I do not know if that is old age or if I am 
just beginning to notice it. When I was younger, 
of course, I was busy with other things, although I 
cannot remember what they were. Now that I am 
older, I have more time to pay attention to stupid 
things like my nose.

I can sneeze at the drop of a hat, which is one 
reason I do not wear hats anymore.

One mystery surrounds my sneezing. When I start 
sneezing, it has to be at least three sneezes. Why 
three? You’ll have to ask my nose about that. It 
never fails; my sneeze is a consistent triplet activity.

Coming into the house the other day, I stopped and 
started one of those sneezing fits. The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage said, “Why didn’t you 
sneeze outside before you came into the house?”

I know she can control everything around her, 
including me, which is the difference between her 
and me. The one thing I can never control is my 
nose. If I could control my nose, I probably could be 
a happier person.

My nose will sneeze whenever it wants to sneeze, 
and I have no authority over that decision. It never 
asks my permission!

I only know three seconds after I sneeze that I am 
going to sneeze. That creates many problems with 
me during this time of the year.

My wife once instructed me that when I sneeze, I 
need to sneeze into the elbow of my shirtsleeve. 
This has caused me to change shirts at least three 
times a day, which has made the laundry basket a 
problem.

One time my wife asked, “Why are there so many of 
your shirts in the laundry basket?”

“Just look at the right sleeve,” I instructed her.

When she did, an awful Yuk sound came from her 
direction.

This week my sneezing has been the worst I have 
ever known it. I do not have a cold, the flu, or any 
sinus infection, just a nose that sneezes all the time. 
I do not have a headache or sore throat, or clogged 
lungs. I am just sneezing for no reason at all, which 
is a source of frustration for me.

I hate it when I am about to take a sip of coffee, and 
I sneeze. After I jump up and do a happy dance, I 
change my trousers for clean ones. Coffee can really 
be hot, especially when you sneeze.

Is there such a thing as a sneezeologist? I sure 
would like to get some counsel on how to control 
my sneezing. Somebody needs to be an expert on 
sneezing. Sure, I am an expert on sneezing, but 
not on how to quit sneezing. That is my biggest 
problem.

Every Sunday, I am so frightened that in the middle 
of my sermon I am going to have a sneezing fit. 
Nothing could clear the church quicker than one of 
my sneezing fits to be sure.

After one of my sneezing fits, I wondered if there 

is such a thing as a sneezing contest. If there is, I 
am sure I could come very close to taking home the 
trophy.

I once asked my wife, “Do you think that sneezing is 
an exercise?”

Looking at me, she said rather soberly, “Well, it’s an 
exercise on my patience.”

I am not sure if that was a positive answer or not. 
Although I am skeptical, I did not want to ask and 
find out for certain. I exercised my right to keep my 
mouth shut.

My wife and I went out to eat dinner the other 
night, and the restaurant was rather crowded. 
Everything was going quite excellent, we ordered 
and the waitress went to process our order, and we 
enjoyed our time together.

Then it happened. I did a very loud triple sneeze 
heard all through the restaurant.

 “Thanks,” my wife said very quietly, “for all the 
attention our way.”

 I looked around, the people were looking at me, 
and I could not see anyone smiling. I was afraid to 
smile back at anybody. I was tempted to explain 
what happened, but I thought otherwise.

 I then thought of what Solomon once said. “Even 
a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is counted wise: 
and he that shutteth his lips is esteemed a man of 
understanding” (Proverbs 17:28).

 I may not be able to control my sneezes, but I think 
with a great deal of work and concentration, I can 
keep my mouth shut when necessary.

 Dr. James L. Snyder is pastor of the Family of God 
Fellowship, 1471 Pine Road, Ocala, FL 34472. He 
lives with his wife in Silver Springs Shores. Call him 
at 352-687-4240 or e-mail jamessnyder2@att.net. 
The church web site is www.whatafellowship.com.

Have Nose, Will Sneeze


