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During the month of 
February, students usu-
ally learn about Pres-
ident’s Day, celebrate 
Valentine’s Day, and 
try to build a snowman 
on a snow day.  Howev-
er, this past February 
students from Russell 
County Schools em-
barked upon an exciting 
adventure where they 
learned so much more!  
26 students, represent-
ing 2nd-8th grade, par-
ticipated in Western 
Kentucky University’s 
Winter Super Saturday 
sessions where they ex-
plored their passions in 
math, science, history, 
art, and technology.  

According to The Cen-
ter for Gifted Studies, 
“Super Saturdays en-
courages students in 
grades 1 – 8 who are 
of high ability or have 
high interest in a top-
ic to pursue their pas-
sions outside the regu-
lar classroom. Through 
a minds-on, hands-on 
approach to learning, 
students explore and 
investigate such areas 
as math, art, science, 
history, writing, mu-
sic, and performance 
under the thoughtful 
guidance of experi-
enced teachers and in 
the company of enthu-
siastic, like-minded 

peers”.  Russell County 
students learned how 
to become successful 
entrepreneurs, operate 
Virtual Reality tech-
nology, create replicas 
of human organs, pro-
duce various styles of 
artwork, and a plethora 
of other activities.

Not only did students 
receive the opportu-
nity to attend Super 
Saturday sessions, but 
they were also taught 
a valuable lesson about 
the positive effects as-
sociated with giving to 
others.  With the finan-
cial help of the Wicker 
Quinn Family Foun-
dation, Russell County 

Blue Raiders 
earn Mid-South 
Conferencve 
honors
COLUMBIA, Ky. – Sev-
en Blue Raiders earned 
Mid-South Conference 
men’s track & field Aca-
demic All MSC honors, 
conference officials an-
nounced recently.

Jim Headrick, Austin 
Mattingly, Timothy 
Higgs, Levi Owens, Ma-
son Stogsdill, Camer-
on Thurman and Caleb 
Watson each picked up 
the honor.

In order to be nominat-
ed by an institution, a 
student-athlete must 
maintain a minimum 
grade point average of 
3.25 on a 4.0 scale and 
must have achieved at 
least sophomore aca-
demic status.

Along with Lindsey Wil-
son, Cumberlands (Ky.) 
and Thomas More (Ky.) 
led all Mid-South insti-
tutions with seven hon-
orees each. Cumberland 
(Tenn.) and George-
town (Ky.) each had six 
award winners.

Community Trust Bank 
is the proud sponsor of 
the Mid-South Confer-
ence Academic Award 
program.

Community Trust Bank, 
founded in 1903 in Pikev-
ille, Kentucky, currently 
serves the people and com-
munities of Kentucky, West 
Virginia and Tennessee 
with 71 banking locations. 
Community Trust Bank is 
committed to providing its 
customers and the commu-
nities they serve, the high-
est standards of personal-
ized customer service by 
offering both competitive 
and innovative products 
and services.

Winter Super Saturday

everyone will be asked 
to wear a mask.

“We’re also going to 
need people to wear 
these to the grocery 
store or other places 
that they’re going out 
where there are other 
people,” Beshear said.

Any forward-facing 
businesses - those with 
direct, in-person con-
tact with the public - 
will have the ability to 
not serve people who 
are not wearing masks. 

State cases continue 
to rise
During his briefing 
on April 27, Gover-
nor Beshear stated 
that there were at least 
4,146 confirmed posi-
tive COVID-19 cases in 
Kentucky, with 87 new-
ly confirmed. 

The Governor also re-
ported five new deaths 
on Monday, raising the 
commonwealth’s toll to 
213 deaths as related to 
the virus.

“Let’s be smart and 
do the right things,” 
Beshear added. “Let’s 
make sure that as we 
take steps to reopen, 
that we don’t increase 
that count. Our job is 
to protect one another. 
We’ve come too far to 
stop.”

According to Governor 
Beshear, 1,521 Ken-
tuckians have recov-
ered from the virus. 

Testing sites ex-
panded
Governor Beshear an-
nounced last Friday the 
expansion of testing 
sites across the blue-
grass state in an effort 
to help Kentuckians 
receive the care they 
need. This expansion 
will also aid the state to 
better track and control 
COVID-19 across the 
commonwealth.

“Yesterday with our 
drive-through testing, 
we had the single best 
day we’ve had here in 
the commonwealth,” 
Beshear said during his 
April 24 briefing. “And 
this is really import-
ant because if we want 
to move from healthy 
at home to healthy at 
work, we’ve got to in-
crease our testing ca-
pacity. It gives us more 
data about how we 
are going to respond, 
where our hot spots can 
be, and we will learn 
more about how many 
asymptomatic people 
are out there.”

According to the Gov-
ernor, testing has in-
creased by more than 
40% in the past week. 
New testing sites are lo-
cated in Cadiz, Hazard, 
Hopkinsville, Mount 
Vernon, Murray, and 
Louisville.

Drive-thru testing for 
COVID-19 is also now 
available at T.J. Ur-
gent Care located at the 
T.J. Health Pavilion in 
Glasgow. Earlier this 
month, a pilot program 
for the drive-thru test-
ing proved successful, 
and this option is now 
available for health 
care providers to order 
for their patients.

The COVID-19 test is 
a nasal swab, which is 
administered by hospi-
tal staff. According to 
T.J. Regional Health, 
the hospital is work-
ing in conjunction with 
Gravity Diagnostics, a 
lab located in Coving-
ton.

During the drive-thru 
testing, a clinical staff 
member will perform 
the test at the patient’s 
vehicle. The patient 
will then be instructed 
to quarantine at home 
until test results are re-
ceived. Results will be 
available to the provid-

er who ordered the test 
or to other clinical staff 
within approximate-
ly 24 to 72 hours after 
testing.

Testing availability is 
still limited at this time. 
Patients will only be 
tested with an order 
from their provider, 
and only patients who 
meet Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) criteria 
will qualify for an order 
to test.

“We are happy to pro-
vide this service which 
will be a great bene-
fit to the community,” 
Neil Thornbury, CEO 
of T.J. Regional Health, 
said on the provider’s 
website. “It is impera-
tive that patients who 
utilize the drive-thru 
testing location follow 
the instructions and 
comply with their phy-
sician’s orders.”

National and Global 
Update
As of April 27, there 
were over 1 million 
confirmed positive 
COVID-19 cases in the 
United States with al-
most 57,000 virus-re-
lated deaths. New York 
is staying steady at 
nearly 300,000 con-
firmed positive cases, 
the most of any state.

Globally, COVID-19 
has infected over 3 mil-
lion individuals and has 
caused over 211,000 
virus-related deaths 
worldwide.

More information re-
garding key updates, 
actions, and informa-
tion from Governor 
Beshear can be found at 
www.kycovid19.ky.gov 
and also on the Gover-
nor’s official social me-
dia accounts. Governor 
Beshear’s daily press 
briefings occur each 
day at 4 p.m. CT on 
both the KET channel 
and Facebook live.

Schools were able to 
award 20 scholarships 
to students who were 
interested in attending 
the workshops.  Each 
scholarship covered 
the cost of the work-
shop, lunch, and trans-
portation for each 
session.  These acts 
of kindness provided 
students with the con-
fidence to turn their 
dreams into reality!

It is evident to see from 
the smiles that every 
student had a blast 
while attending the 
workshops.  Students 
were able to engage in 
challenging activities 
with like-minded peers 
while visiting a college 
campus.  Students 
were also introduced 
to the physical attri-

butes associated with 
living in a larger city.  
This experience would 
not have been possi-
ble without the Wicker 
Quinn Family Founda-
tion established by Mr. 
Kent Wicker and Mrs. 
Karen Quinn.  Their 
generosity is making 
such an impact on the 
students of Russell 
County!  Also, a spe-
cial thank you to Su-
perintendent Mr. Ford 
and the Russell County 
Board of Education for 
their support and en-
couragement.  In con-
clusion, the positive 
outcomes from this 
experience can best be 
summed up by a quote 
from Mr. Benjamin 
Franklin, “An invest-
ment in knowledge 
pays the best interest”.PHASE continued from page nine


