
Dr. James L. Snyder

Being limited as to trav-
el and outside activities 
can sometimes get rath-
er boring. You can be 
inactive only so long, 
and then you get in that 
car that drives you to 
crazy land.

My wife keeps herself 
quite busy and I cer-
tainly cannot keep up 
with her. She cannot sit 
down for very long and 
rest.

This is where I come 
in as the husband. I sit 
down and rest for her 
so she can go about and 
keep busy. I must say I 
am very good at resting 
for her.

While rummaging 
through some stuff, 
she discovered a box of 
old photographs of our 
family. 

“Do you know who that 
person is?” My wife 
asked.

I looked at it and could 
not imagine who that 
person was.

“No, it doesn’t look fa-
miliar to me at all.”

My wife just stared at 

me and said, “Take an-
other look.”

I could not figure out 
who that picture was 
and I could not imagine 
the location of where 
that picture was taken.

“That is a picture of you 
just before we got mar-
ried. Now do you re-
member?”

There was a picture of 
a young man with hair 
and as skinny as a lamp 
pole. I just could not see 
that that was a picture 
of me. Now, I am old, 
and my hair is starting 
to retire and, let’s say, 
I’m not skinny.

“Are you sure that’s a 
picture of me?”

“I should know because 
I’m the one that took 
the picture.”

If that’s what I looked 
like back then, what has 
happened to me?

“I sure have changed, 
haven’t I?”

There were pictures of 
our wedding, which I 
really could not remem-
ber. Oh yes, I remember 
getting married, but I 
did not know we were 

that young. Is it legal to 
get married when you 
are that young?

Looking at those wed-
ding pictures, I said 
something perhaps I 
should not have said, 
“Now, I know why you 
married me. I was so 
handsome back then.”

Looking at me for a mo-
ment, she finally said, 
“No, I married you for 
your money.”

We look at each other 
for a moment, and then 
both of us broke out 
in hysterical laughter. 
I may have had good 
looks back then, but I 
certainly did not have 
any money.

Of course, today I have 
neither good looks nor 
money.

Then there were the pic-
tures of our children as 
they were born. I had 
forgotten how young 
they were when they 
were born.

Then there was that 
wonderful picture of all 
of us as a family. My 
wife, our three children 
and I are setting togeth-
er for this photograph.

Wow! It does not seem 
possible that that is 
what we look like way 
back when.

We spent the rest of the 
evening picking up pic-
tures and saying, “Do 
you remember this pic-
ture?” Of course, my 
wife could remember 
more of the pictures 
than I could. I was how-
ever, getting a good pic-
ture of what our life was 
back then, how things 
have changed.

That evening I thought 
of what the apostle Paul 
said. “Behold, I shew 
you a mystery; We shall 
not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed” (1 
Corinthians 15:51).

God has a wonderful 
change in store for those 
who put their faith and 
trust in him.

Dr. James L. Snyder is 
pastor of the Family of 
God Fellowship, Ocala, 
FL 34472. He lives with 
the Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage in Sil-
ver Springs Shores. Call 
him at 352-216-3025 or 
e-mail jamessnyder2@
att.net. The church web 
site is www.whatafel-
lowship.com.
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3005 Hwy 1729, Russell 
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your listing we have a special rate to offer you. Please come in to our office at 120 Wilson St. in Russell 

Springs or call 270-866-3191 and ask to speak to our advertising department.
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Homemade 
Hollow and 
Wiener Stew  

See HOMEMADE, Page 8

Those used to be the days

“Get your shoes on!  
I’ll be there in two 
minutes and can 
take you to Home-
made Hollow!” I had 
called my sister from 
the car.  It might not 
sound exciting to you, 
but she was thrilled.

Just a few weeks after 
our sweet mother had 
gone to heaven, we 
were going through 
her things.   W e 
cried, laughed, and 
told stories through-
out the weekend.  At 
some point, someone 
mentioned Home-
made Hollow.  That’s 
where our grand-
mother, Bonnie, grew 
up:  in McVeigh, KY 

during the 1920’s.  Her 
father, Reece Money-
hun, was a supervisor 
at the coal mine there.  
His wife, Luda, often 
made wiener stew and 
had friends over to play 
Rook way back then.  

Wiener stew was the 
most practical meal to 
share in these parts a 
hundred years ago.  Po-
tatoes, tomatoes, and 
onions all came from 
the garden and then the 
cheapest meat to add 
was “tube steak”.  

I knew the story of 
Homemade Hollow, but 
it was new to my sister.  
She had no idea that a 
big part of our family 
history was only a few 
miles away!

I collected her along 
with her husband, and 
one of my brothers. 

Three miles up the road 
we found the sign for 
Homemade Hollow and 
stepped back in time.  
The house where our 

Dawn Reed


