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The Southwest flight 
was piloted by another 
Air Force veteran, Col. 
Knight’s son, Bryan. 
Bryan Knight was only 
five-years-old when he 
said goodbye to his fa-
ther as the elder Knight 
left for Vietnam.

This is yet another 
legacy that these he-
roes leave behind. A leg-
acy that includes their 
sons, daughters, griev-
ing parents, grandpar-
ents and friends.

 Their heroic acts are 
sometimes performed 
to protect those with 
whom they serve. Cor-
poral Jason Dunham 
was a squad leader 
with the Third Bat-
talion, 7th Marines in 
Iraq.

On April 14, 2004, 
his squad approached 
a Toyota Land Cruiser. 
After his squad dis-
covered AK-47s in the 
vehicle, the enemy in-
surgent exited and en-
gaged in hand-to-hand 
fighting with the unit.  
The driver dropped a 
grenade.

To save his fellow 
Marines, Corporal 
Dunham made the ul-
timate sacrifice. He 
threw himself on the 
grenade and tried to 
use his helmet to shield 
the blast. Severely 
wounded by the gre-
nade’s fragments, Cpl. 
Dunham was taken off 
life-support eight days 
later.

Corporal Dunham 
died so other Marines 
could live. He, too, was 
awarded the Medal of 
Honor for his gallantry.

Approximately one 
million men and wom-
en of the U.S. military 
have lost their lives in 

defense of our nation 
since the founding of 
this great Republic. 

Not all have died from 
enemy fire. Some have 
died from diseases that 
have too often festered 
around war zones.  Of-
ten times, deaths from 
disease and accidents 
outnumbered casual-
ties caused by enemy 
weapons. 

During the Spanish 
American War, 60 sol-
diers of the all-black 
24th Infantry Regi-
ment volunteered to 
serve as nurses. Thirty-
six of them would later 
die of yellow fever or 
malaria.

A generation later, 
the flu would kill near-
ly 16,000 U.S. soldiers 
in France during World 
War I. Another 30,000 
American servicemem-
bers died in stateside 
camps.  These men 
and women could have 
isolated safely in their 
homes. But they knew 
they had an important 
job to do. A mission to 
accomplish. They were 
all on a mission to serve.

Even when the ene-
my is an invisible virus 
or a microscopic germ, 
the sacrifices made are 
just as meaningful. 
The U.S. military has 
already lost service-
members to COVID-19.

This Memorial Day 
as we continue to honor 
those who fell for us in 
battle, let’s also pause 
to remember those who 
have also sacrificed 
their lives while serv-
ing others.

May God bless them 
and may God bless you 
for remembering them 
here today.

Thank you.

On Memorial Day, we pause to reflect on the service and sacrifice of the men and women of our Armed
Forces. We honor the memory of those who lost their lives protecting our nation’s freedom, and we salute
all those who have served in our military past and present. Their selfless dedication reminds us that
freedom is not free, and we will never forget their courage and extraordinary contribution to our country.
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On Memorial Day, we pause to re ect on the service and 
sacri ce of the men and women of our Armed Forces. We 
honor the memory of those who lost their lives protecting our 
nation’s freedom, and we salute all those who have served in 
our military past and present. Their sel ess dedication reminds 
us that freedom is not free, and we will never forget their 
courage and extraordinary contribution to our country. 
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Memorial Day 2020 
is this upcoming Mon-
day, May 25. Here are 
a few interesting facts: 

Name change
Originally, Memo-

rial Day was known as 
Decoration Day, meant 
to honor the Union and 
the Confederate sol-
diers who died during 
the American Civil War. 

The holiday was cel-
ebrated by “decorating” 
the graves of fallen sol-
diers with flowers, flags, 

and more, hence the 
name “Decoration Day.” 

Federal holiday is 
relatively new

I t  wa s n ’ t  u n t i l 
1967 the last Monday 
in May legally was 
named Memorial Day. 

It became a fed-
eral holiday in 1971.

Don’t confuse 
the dates, please
Veterans Day honors 

all U.S. military veter-
ans, and Memorial Day 
honors the soldiers 
who died while serving.

Did you know?

Al Cross, the execu-
tive producer and In-
stitute director, says “I 
grew up in Albany and 
knew Murl Conner, but 
like almost everyone 
else in town, I had no 
idea of his war record, 
and when my brother 
David said I should 
do this documentary, 
I immediately agreed.”

The one-hour docu-
mentary was spon-
sored by private donors 
and the Veterans Trust 
Fund of the Kentucky 
Department for Vet-
erans Affairs, a state 
agency that assisted 
the Conner team’s le-
gal efforts at the direc-
tion of then-Commis-
sioner Heather French 

Henry, whose cause 
was veterans when 
she was Miss America.

She says in the docu-
mentary, “Just to know 
that you are part of 
this great mission that 
has lasted so long, and 
that you could at some 
point in your future, 
tell your kids, tell your 
grandkids, that once 
upon a time you were 
part of this fight . . . ”

A  t ra i l e r  and  a 
“teaser” for the docu-
mentary are online 
a t  h o n o r t o m e d a l .
us, along with infor-
mation about Murl 
Conner and some of 
the major players in 
the effort to get him 
the Medal of Honor.

Conner
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