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UK signee Daimion Collins elite as rim protector
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John Calipari’s cur-
rent 2021 recruiting
class might not have
that instant superstar
but recruiting analysts
certainlyliketheupside
for 6-9 Daimion Collins
of Atlanta, Texas.

“Collins is elite on

Recruiting analyst
Krysten Peek believes
signee Daimion Col-
lins is “going to be fun
for Kentucky fans to
watch.”

both ends on the floor
in two specific areas.
First and foremost as
a rim protector and
second as a finisher,”
said Paul Biancardi,
national recruiting di-
rector for ESPN. “His
hands are excellent to
catch lobs, finish drop
off passes in the dunk
spot with a quick burst.
His face up jumper and
jump hook has demon-
strated rapid progress.

“His physical tools,
mobility and develop-
ing skill make him an
exciting prospect with a
huge upside. He is close
to 6-10 with a 7-4 wing-
span. He impacts the
game without scoring
which is a rarity. When
his offensive game
blossoms and becomes
consistent, you're look-
ing at the future high
lottery pick down the
road.”

He averaged 24.6
points, 13.7 rebounds
and 7.7 blocks per game
as a junior at Atlanta
High School and was
a Third Team All-State
selection by the Texas
Association of Basket-
ball Coaches. Collins
is a five-star recruit
ranked as the No. 10
overall player in the
2021 class by Rivals.
He’s ranked 19th by
247 Sports and 24th
by ESPN even though
Biancardi expects that
ranking to rise.

Krysten Peek, bas-
ketball writer for Ri-
vals and Yahoo, got
to see Collins play re-
cently at the Pangos
All-American Camp in
Chandler, Ariz., where
he made the all-tour-
nament team along
with point guard Nolan
Hickman, another UK
signee.

“He is super athletic
and can obviously jump
better than anybody in
the gym,” Peek said.
“If a defender misses a
box out he is not only
rebounding the ball but
dunking it every single
time. He’s going to be
fun for Kentucky fans
to watch.”

Peek says Collins
is not the shot blocker
that 7-footer Chet Hol-
mgren, one of the elite
players in the 2021
class, is but he’s still
special defensively.

“His timing needs to
get better, but he defi-
nitely is a great rim
protector,” Peek said.
“I don’t think he is too
thin but he has room to
add muscle mass and
weight. He has been
working on getting
stronger and he under-
stands the SEC has a
lot of stronger, bigger

bodies that he needs to
compete against.”

Kentucky coach
John Calipari called
Collins an “incredible
young man” and Peek
agrees.

“He is just a really,
really nice kid,” she
said. “Very soft spoken
and a hard worker. He
is excited to be playing
at Kentucky.”

Peek believes his of-
fensive game might be
better than some real-
ize.
“He has got great in-
stincts in the pick-and-
roll and pick-and-pop,”
Peek said. “His game
does not extend to the
3 (point line) yet but his
midrange game is good.
He has a high release
on his jump shot to go
with his size.”

Kentucky assistant
coach Joel Justus says
his shot blocking and
rebounding are his
biggest assets but like
Peek believes his offen-
sive game is solid and
will get better.

“He is a guy that has
gone from being able to
score around the bas-
ket to scoring off the
top of the key. He has
good ball skills and is
going to be a guy that
I think when he shows
up here we are going
to see a better player
than we have seen to
this point,” Justus said.

“Heis a guy that con-
tinues to get better on
both ends of the floor.
We look for guys that
are hungry and driven.
Daimion is that guy.”
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The passing of Ken-
tucky offensive line
coach John Schlarman
lastweek at age 45 after
his two-plus year battle
with cancer left coach
Mark Stoops “heart
broken” and looking
for ways to express not
only his affection for
Schlarman but also
what an inspiration he
had been to everyone.

Schlarman, a former
all-SEC offensive line-
man at UK, had a way
of relating to anyone he
met.

“It was just his per-
sonality. It’s hard not to
like John,” Stoops said.
“He goes about things
the right way. I think
everybody can respect
that. The outpouring of
support for John was
amazing.”

Former UK team-
mates and then players
Schlarman has coached
posted numerous com-
ments on social media
with their love and
support for Schlarman.
One message really
touched Stoops. It came
from Jedrick Wills, a
former Lafayette High
School teammate of se-
nior UK tackle Landon
Young. Kentucky made
Wills a priority recruit
but he went to Alabama
and then was the 10th
overall pick by Cleve-
land in the 2020 draft.

“It really meant a lot
tome that a guy like Je-
drick Wills reached out
to me and was touched
by John and just want-
ed to pass on his con-
dolences,” Stoops said.
“That kind of sums up
what you are asking
(about Schlarman’s
ability to relate to ev-
eryone). He is just a lik-
able man. A good foot-
ball coach but an even
better person. He’s a
great human being.”

Stoops said he was
thankful West Vir-
ginia head coach Neal
Brown, his first offen-
sive coordinator at UK,
recommended Schlar-
man for the offensive
line coaching position.
Schlarman and recruit-
ing coordinator Vince
Marrow are the only
two coaches who have
been with Stoops every
year at Kentucky.

“When you meet
somebody like John,
how can you not love
him,” Stoops said. “We
hit it off immediately.
He inspired all of us.”

That was obvious at
Kroger Field last week
when UK beat Vander-
bilt 38-35. Schlarman
was honored in various
ways before and during
the game and Young
cried when talking
about what a “blessing”
it was to have played
for Schlarman.
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Blue Ribbon College
Basketball Yearbook
publisher Chris Dortch
doesn’t deny that his
publication has Ken-
tucky too low in the
preseason rankings.

Coach John Cali-
pari’s team is ranked
13th. But Dortch and
his staff had to make
their rankings before
they knew if Wake For-
est transfer Olivier
Sarr would be eligible
to play for UK or not

“Our ranking did
not reflect his eligibil-
ity,” Dortch said. “If we
had known for sure (he
would be eligible), they
would have been ele-
vated into the top five.”

Now that Sarr is
eligible, Dortch has
no doubt what kind of
impact he’ll make for
Kentucky.

“I think he is the
best transfer Cal has
ever had and I don’t
care where he’s been,”
Dortch, who also writes
for NBA.com, said. “He
is more skilled than
most realize and I have
watched a ton of film on
him.

“He can face up (to
the basket) and score.
Hecanpass.Hecanrun
the floor in transition.
You can throw it down
low to him and he can
get a basket that way.

“I'think he will easily
be one of the top five to
eight impactful trans-
fers in the country. I
just don’t think Cal has
ever had a better trans-
fer. He’s a great kid
and great teammate.
He definitely elevates
Kentuckyinto a top five
situation in my mind.

“Kentucky is right
there with the best
teams in the country
now that Sarr is eli-
gible.”

Assistant coach Jai
Lucas says not to un-
derestimate the lead-
ership both Sarr and
Creighton transfer Da-
vion Mintz add.

“When you have
younger kids and
younger teams, some
of the stuff from high
school takes a while to
get rid of,” Lucas said.
“But I think the one
thing that those two
have done is just been
able to kind of add that
sense of seriousness, if
that’s the right word,
to getting prepared
for practice and what
we're trying to do and
what we're trying to ac-
complish for that day.
It’s very important.”
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Kentuckyhelditsan-
nual Pro Day last week
to give John Calipari’s
players a chance to
make an early impres-
sion with NBA scouts.
It also gave Calipari a
chance to show off his
team to the nation dur-
ing a 90-minute show
on the SEC Network.

However, ESPN
analyst Jay Bilas says
Pro Day is not all that
helpful to NBA scouts.
He says it’s just anoth-
er “data point” for the
scouts.

“It’s a great market-
ing tool. In the past you
got NBA people on cam-
pus and that created a
lot of interest. I think it
is a fun thing for play-
ers and they enjoy it,”
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Kentucky coach Mark Stoops was impressed by the “outpouring of support”
after offensive line coach John Schlarman’s death last week.

Bilas said. “Nothing
but a good thing. It’s
an early job interview

“But I don’t know of
any great value. The
best value is how you
perform in practice. I
have not been to one
(practice at UK) where
NBA scouts were not
there. They are there
all the time. A lot more
goes into any decision
to go pro, get drafted
than Pro Day.”
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Kentucky coach
John Calipari will
be interviewed on an
episode of the podcast
“How Leaders Lead”
with David Novak that
will be available start-
ing Nov. 19

“How Leaders Lead”
launched in July and
has been in the top one
percent of Business
podcasts on Apple. Da-
vid Novak is the Found-
er and former CEO of
Yum! Brands (KFC,
Taco Bell, and Pizza
Hut) and since his re-
tirement has created
a leadership develop-
ment company (David
Novak Leadership) and
leadership podcast.

It’s a unique in-
terview with several
stories that Calipari
has not shared before
where he talks about
communication, trust
and building a success-
ful team.

Novak talks with
business, sports and
entertainment leaders.
HIs most recent pod-
cast was with golf leg-
end Jack Nicklaus, who
won 117 tournaments
during his 44-year pro
career.
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Associate coach
Kyra Elzy was elevated
to interim coach when
Kentucky women’s
head coach Matthew
Mitchell suddenly re-
tired from coaching
last week due to health
concerns. He had been
UK’s head coach the
last 13 years.

Kentucky opens the
season Nov. 25 — less
than two weeks after
Mitchell’s resignation.

Kentucky athletics
director Mitch Barn-
hart, who hired Mitch-
ell, said if he didn’t
think Elzy would be
the “long term solution
or thought” he would
not have named her
interim coach.

“Usually in an inter-
view process you have
the opportunity to
spend a little time go-
ing through a couple of
different conversations
and just talking philo-
sophically and mak-
ing sure that you're
aligned, and I haven’t
had the opportunity,
because of COVID and
how fast this occurred,”
Barnhart said.

“Ididn’t get a chance
to have those conversa-
tions with Kyra, and I
think that is an impor-

tant step, in just mak-
ing sure that you're
aligned philosophically
and the way we’re try-
ing to build our culture
and our program, and
just making sure that
we’re thoughtful in
that.

“I think that is part
of my due diligence,
and the thing that I
am responsible for as
the athletic director,
and she understands
that, and I think that
is a step we all have to
take.”

Barnhart recalled

smart. She is prepared
and she has a game
plan, I just want to
know what the game
plan looks like,” Barn-
hart said. You know,
just like any coach, you
don’t’ walk in without a
game plan, and as the
athletic director, I'd like
to know what the game
plan is.”

Barnhart is not go-
ing to set a timeline for
when he’ll meet with
Elzy to discuss more
because he wants her
focused on getting this
season started.

Elzy sitting in his office
about a year ago talk-
ing about what it would
take for her to become a
head coach.

“I think she knew
the answer before she
asked the question
because she is really
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Blue Ribbon College Basketball Yearbook publish-
er Chris Dortch believes Olivier Sarr’s eligibility
makes Kentucky alegitimate Final Four contender.

“She has worked re-
ally hard over the last
six months, and she is
ready. We're ready to
enjoy the fruits of her
labor and how hard she
has prepared,” Barn-
hart said.
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purchase a paper or anything else to be eligible to win. Only
one entry per person. Contestants must circle their winning
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an automated postmark no later than FRIDAY, 5 p.m., of this
week. To be eligible for the Grand Prize and bonus, an entry
must be received by Saturday morning. Mark all envelopes
FOOTBALL CONTEST. NO ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTEL
IN PERSON at any participating stores or at the Record-Her-
ald. The grand prize will be awarded when a contestant picks
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We bring
healing

HOME.

At Lifeline Healthcare of Green, it's all about helping
people. Our local professionals work together every day
to deliver the high-quality home healthcare you need.

Lifeline
Home Health Care®
270.932.7813




