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If you do not find the infor-
mation you need in this docu-
ment, please contact the
central office at 706-253-
1700. This information is sub-
ject to change based on
guidance from the Department
of Public Health (DPH) and
other health officials.

Facilities and Cleaning

1. Will there be hand sani-
tizer available to students?

Multiple sanitizing stations
will be made available through
the school buildings and in
each classroom.

2. What items are considered
high-touch areas and how
frequently will they be
cleaned? 

High-touch area examples
include door handles, vending
machines, push bars on doors,
desks/table tops, and key-
boards. These areas will be
cleaned frequently throughout
the day.

3. Will water fountains be
available for students to use? 

Water fountains are not
available but if schools are
equipped with touchless refill
stations, those may be used.
Students are encouraged to
bring a water bottle from
home. Students may also re-
quest a cup for water in the
school cafeteria during their
meal.

4. How frequently will bath-
rooms be cleaned in the
school? 

Bathrooms will be moni-
tored throughout the day for
toilet paper, paper towels, and
soap. Bathrooms will be disin-
fected each night.

5. How often will my child’s
classroom be cleaned? 

Cleaning wipes will be
supplied to teachers/staff to
use throughout the day. The
evening custodial crew will be
responsible for disinfecting
desks and high-touch areas in
the classroom every night.

6. What kind of reminders
will be posted regarding
hand washing and use of
hand sanitizer? 

There will be signage
throughout the facility ex-
plaining prevention tech-
niques, hygiene, and expected
behaviors. Teachers will also
work with students to teach
them proper handwashing
techniques, especially at the
elementary level.

7. How will you encourage
those who are not well to
stay out of the building? 

Visitors are limited within
the building. Those who need
to enter will see “Stay home if
sick” and “Do Not Enter If…”
notices that will be posted at
each entrance.

8. Will the playground be
sanitized? 

Safe and effective cleaner
will be provided to school staff
to use to spray equipment fol-
lowing recess.

9. Will staff be trained in
proper cleaning methods? 

Training will be provided
to teachers and staff on assist-
ing with cleaning shared areas
and equipment.

10. Are masks required to be
worn? 

Masks are strongly encour-
aged for all school-level em-
ployees and students. One
reusable mask will be pro-
vided to each student and staff
member.

11. If someone is in the build-
ing and becomes sick, is
there a place for them to go
for assistance? 

There will be an isolation
room available at each school.
Staff providing care to individ-
uals with suspected COVID-
19 will be provided additional
personal protective equipment
(PPE).

School Nutrition

1. Where will my child eat
lunch?

Schools will vary based on
the number of students in at-
tendance and how many can
safely be accommodated in the
cafeteria and meet the social
distancing requirement. In
general, we will split the pop-
ulation at each school with
half of the students in each
lunch period; on a rotating pat-
tern eating in the cafeteria and
half eating in the classroom or
outside, weather permitting.

All students will have the
opportunity to come through
the serving line to select their
meal choices. Cafeteria meals
will be available in to-go bags
or trays for students eating in
the classroom. Your child’s
school will share specific
plans with you before school
starts.

2. Where will my child eat
breakfast?

Schools will vary on loca-
tions for where breakfast meal
service is located and where
students eat breakfast. In most
schools, students will either be
able to eat breakfast in the
cafeteria, with social distanc-
ing measures in place, or pick
up a grab–n-go breakfast bag
on the way to their classrooms
and eat there. Your child’s
school will share specific
plans with you before school
starts.

3. What extra steps are you
taking to create a safe cafe-
teria environment?

All School Nutrition Staff,
who are already trained in
food handling safety, will fol-
low increased safety measures.
Cafeteria staff will be wearing
masks and gloves at all times
when serving customers. Cafe-
teria employees will be asked
to check their temperatures
prior to their shifts.

Plexiglass shields will be
installed on all cashier point-
of-sale stations to enhance
safety. In locations where
there is cross traffic of stu-

dents entering or exiting the
serving lines, mobile Plexiglas
partitions will be set-up.
All menu items will be indi-
vidually packaged for students
to choose as they walk through
the serving line. This will be
for both meals eaten in the
cafeteria, as well as meals
taken to the classroom for din-
ing.

The breakfast and lunch
menus will be modified to fea-
ture only one hot and one cold
entrée option each day to ac-
celerate quicker meal service
for students coming through
the line.

4. Will water fountains be in
use in the cafeteria?

Water fountains that have
the bottle-filler feature will
still be in operation at the
school. We do strongly en-
courage water bottles be sent
with students to stay hydrated
throughout the day. In the
cafeteria, students will be pro-
vided with a cup of water upon
request.

5. What interaction will stu-
dents have with the cashier
when the meal is accounted
for?

All student interactions at
the cashier will be hands-free.
Students will not enter their
Student ID number on the pin
pad.

Elementary Schools

At breakfast, students will
tell the cashier their name or
Student ID number, and the
cashier will enter it on the
Point of Sale touch screen. At
lunch, students come through
by homeroom so the cashier
will bring up the homeroom
on the Point-of-Sale screen
and click on each student that
picks up a meal.

Secondary Schools

Barcode Scanners will be
in place in the cafeteria at all
secondary schools at Point-of-
Sale for meal service. Students
will be issued a meal card con-

taining a bar code with their
Student ID. Students will po-
sition their meal card at the
laser scanner for the cashier to
enter their meal at Point-of-
Sale. If a student forgets to
bring their meal card, they can
tell the cashier their name
and/or Student ID number and
the cashier will key that infor-
mation into the Point-of-Sale
touch screen.

6. How will students pay for
meals?

We encourage
parents/guardians to pay for
meals in advance when possi-
ble through MyPaymentsPlus
our online meal payment sys-
tem. Parents will need their
child’s Student ID to set-up an
account. The link is here:
h t t p s : / / w w w . m y p a y -
mentsplus.com/welcome

We will continue to accept
cash or check payment at the
school, however we ask that
the money/check be sent in an
envelope with the student’s
name, Student ID and the
amount enclosed on the out-
side. At elementary schools,
teachers will collect all student
prepayments each morning
and send them to the cafeteria
manager prior to the lunch
meal service so that students
do not have to bring the
money to the lunch room. This
helps to speed up the serving
line to enable students to
quickly pick up their meals.

For secondary students, al-
though we encourage payment
in advance through MyPay-
mentsPlus, we will accept pay-
ment at the Point-of-Sale from
the student. We do request the
money be put in an envelope
with the student’s name, Stu-
dent ID number and amount
enclosed, written on the out-
side. This will help to mini-
mize the handling of currency
for students, and enable the
cashier to quickly post the
payment to the student’s ac-
count.

7. Will I be permitted to eat
breakfast or lunch with my
child at school?

Until further guidance is re-
ceived from the Department of
Public Health (DPH), visitors
will not be allowed to eat with
students.

8. What additional safety
measures will be imple-
mented when students come
to the cafeteria for lunch?

Handwashing for students
will be encouraged prior to
and after meals. Additionally,
there will be hand sanitizer
stations set-up at the entrance
to each cafeteria for students
to use prior to coming through
the serving line.

Added cafeteria safety
measures include utilization of
paper/plastic products and
prepackaged flatware and nap-
kins. Condiments will be
available upon request at the
Cashier Point-of-Service sta-
tions.

There will be increased dis-
tancing in serving and seating,
and increased cleaning and
sanitation of all frequently
touched surfaces.
Virtual School Setting or Dis-
tance Learning Model

9. If my student is enrolled in
the Pickens County Virtual
School option can they still
get school meals?

An online order system
will be set up for families that
want to pre-order meals for
weekly pick up at their child’s
school. Meals will need to be
paid for in advance. More de-
tails on this service will be
provided to the
families/households that enroll
in Pickens Virtual Academy.

10. If traditional schools are
closed, will my student still
be able to receive meals
while participating in dis-
tance learning?

Meals will be provided to
students during distance learn-
ing. Specific details for meal
delivery through school buses
and/or pick-up will be pro-
vided at the time distance
learning is needed for the dis-
trict.

Answers to the most frequently asked questions

Pickens Junior High School
1802 Refuge Road
Jasper, GA  30143
Phone:  706-253-1830
Fax:  706-253-1835
Office Hours:  7:00 a.m. –
4:00 p.m.
Principal – 
Chad Flatt, Ed.D
Assistant Principal – 
Rosemary Nelson, Ed.D
Michael Parker
Counselors – 
Mrs. Tiffany Mero and Mrs.
Leslie Holley-Bentley
Academic Coach – 
Mrs. Jolain Brownell

Welcome Back from your
Principal!

Welcome back to school!
2020 has not been an easy
road for many families and
will continue to be a struggle
for some, but we are excited
to see all of our returning
Dragons and new Dragons. It
goes without saying that this
will be a school year unlike
any other, so we ask for your
support, patience, and grace
as we traverse the new land-
scape created by Covid-19.
Thank you for trusting us
with your children. 

What we want our Parents
to know

Know that we love your
student and will work ex-
tremely hard to provide
him/her with the best educa-
tion possible.  Trust that we
genuinely want the best for
your child.  

We want your input and
value your opinion.  Any
time you have a question or
concern, please come to see
us.  Our school is open to you
at any time.

As was noted earlier, this
will be a different year.
Therefore, we ask for your
patience and support as we
work to provide the safest en-
vironment for students and
staff that we can. As always,
please communicate with us
if you have any questions.

What we want our Students
to know

We hope you all have had
a great summer!  As we begin
a new school year, remember
these three important things:

• We love you. 
• We know many of you are
scared and worried, and we
hear and see you. We will
unite and be stronger to-
gether. We will get through
this.
• We cannot wait to see
you. 
• Enjoy the remainder of
your break.

Drop-off and Pick-up Pro-
cedures

Morning: Car Rider Drop-
Off: Car riders will be
dropped off on the gym side
of the building. Cars will pro-
ceed into the parking lot
bearing right and follow the
traffic arrows to form three
lines. Students will be dis-
missed from their car by a
school employee once they
have reached the front of
their traffic line. Car riders
are strongly encouraged to

wear a mask while transition-
ing into the building.

Bus Rider Drop-Off: Bus
riders will drop-off on the
Refuge Road side of the
building. Bus riders are
strongly encouraged to wear
a mask while transitioning
into the building.
Parents are not allowed to
drop off students in this area. 

Afternoon: Car Rider Pick-
Up: Car riders will pick up in
the same area as drop offs.
Students are not allowed to
cross the parking lot to cars
entering (coming down the
hill). They must go to their
parent/guardian’s car when it
is exiting (going up the hill).
Students are to always be
safe and cautious as they
head to their ride each and
every day. Car riders are
strongly encouraged to wear
a mask while transitioning

out of the building.
Bus Rider Pick-Up: Bus

riders will be picked up on
the Refuge Road side of the
school. Bus riders are
strongly encouraged to wear
a mask while transitioning
out of the building. Parents
are not allowed to pick up
students in this area. 

What’s New at PJHS This
Year?

Pickens Junior High has
almost completed its exten-
sive renovation. Students will
be treated to a refurbished
media center, cafeteria, and
student services center with a
new interior design and color
scheme. Moreover, we have
added a wonderful new
building to our campus hous-
ing a Performing Arts Center
and fine arts classes as well
as new front office. This new
addition has completed
PJHS’s transformation and
provided the building with a
face. The new front office is
where parents and students
will check in and check out
and conduct any necessary
school business. Safety and
security have been upgraded
with the new front office pro-
viding a controlled entry
point. 

What two pieces of advice
can you offer new families to
your school?
1. We love your student, and
we are going to work ex-

tremely hard to provide
him/her with the best educa-
tion possible. Trust that we
genuinely want the best for
your child. 
2. We want and value your
opinion, so please come to
see us whenever you have
questions and/or concerns.
Trust that our school is open
to you at any time.

Our Theme for 2020-21
Ironically, our theme last

year was #GoingPlaces. We
didn’t realize we were going
home in March. However, as
we look to a brighter future
past Covid-19, we will work
to encourage each adult and
student we encounter to
#BeALight.

Empathy, courage, knowl-
edge, and justice can’t flour-
ish in the dark; it requires
light to make each of us
aware of our power to help
our fellow man. 

What other information
would you like to share with
readers of the magazine
about your school?

We are hopeful that this
school year will normalize
with time, but do know that
we are prepared to overcome
whatever obstacles we are
faced with. Stay safe and
#BeALight.

Let’s Connect!
Our website is http://pick-

ensjr.pickenscountyschools.o

rg/ 
Find us on Facebook:  Pick-
ensJRHigh
Twitter: @PickensJRHigh
Instagram: @PickensJRHigh
Social Media Contact –
Michael Parker, Assistant
Principal -
michaelparker@picken-
scountyschools.org

Welcome back to Pickens Junior High School

2020 Pickens High 
Nettes Tournament

August 7th

5:00 Pickens vs Cartersville
6:45 Denmark vs Cartersville
8:30 Pickens vs Lumpkin

August 8th

8:00 Pickens vs Dawson
9:45 Lanier vs Dawson
11:30 Pickens vs Lanier
1:15 Sequoyah vs Dawson
3:00 Sequoyah vs Carrollton
4:45 Creekview vs Carrollton
6:30 Creekview vs Coahulla Creek
8:15 Pickens vs Coahulla Creek

10/22
Lumpkin @ Dawson
Clear Creek @ Pickens
White-Bye

10/22
Dawson @ Clear Creek
Pickens @ White
Lumpkin-Bye

10/26
Clear Creek @ Lumpkin
Dawson @ White
Pickens-Bye

10/27
Lumpkin @ White
Dawson @ Pickens 
Clear Creek-Bye

10/29
White @ Clear Creek
Pickens @ Lumpkin
Dawson-Bye

11/2
Dawson @ Lumpkin
Pickens @ Clear Creek
White-Bye

11/3
Clear Creek @ Dawson
White @ Pickens
Lumpkin-Bye

11/5
Lumpkin @ Clear Creek
White @ Dawson
Pickens-Bye

11/9
White @ Lumpkin
Pickens @ Dawson
Clear Creek-Bye

11/10
Clear Creek @ White
Lumpkin @ Pickens
Dawson-Bye

11/11 (Top 4 Teams)
Semis @ Lumpkin

11/12
Championships @ Lumpkin

‘20 Mountain
League 
Tennis 
Schedule

All matches start at 4:45

2020 Pickens XC 
Boys’ Schedule


