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Flying high after 40 years and one owner
Pickens Progress staff writer, Angela Reinhardt

Rewind to April 15, 1980. Lifetime Pickens County
resident Tony Aaron, 18 at the time, had just picked up
his brand new Pontiac Firebird Trans Am from C.C.
Knight Motors in Ellijay and was driving south along
Highway 5. 
“I’ll never forget that day, because on the radio on

the way home they announced that [Raymond] Bailey,
who played Mr. Drysdale on Beverly Hillbillies died,”
said Aaron. “The date has always stuck with me.” 
That same Firebird, with the iconic gold bird

emblazoned on the hood, has also stuck with Aaron the
last 40 years – but what sets his car apart from the flock
is that it’s in virtually the same condition it was in then,
like a time capsule from 1980. In all those years, Aaron
has only put 6,720 miles on it and has never driven it in
the rain. 
“It’s all original,” said Aaron, a car enthusiast with

several other restored classic vehicles, from his dad’s
1960 Ford F-100, to a 1960 Ford F-750 roll-off, to two
Ford riding mowers, and others. 
“I’m a Ford guy as you can tell,” Aaron said as he

discussed the other pristine vehicles in his garage. “My
dad sold them at Vernie Jones Ford, but in 1980 the GT
Mustang was like a warmed over Pinto and I didn’t want
that. I loved the look of the Firebird so I decided it was
what I’d get.”
Aaron paid $9,828 for his car, the model that was

featured in Smokey and the Bandit II. (The 1977  Trans-
Am Special Edition skyrocketed in popularity after being
featured in the original Smokey and the Bandit). There
was a Bandit Edition at the time, but Aaron preferred the
black-on-black over saddle tan interior. He also didn’t
want a T-Top because they leak.
“My mom let me keep it in the garage and she kept

her car outside. One day I walked up to it and thought,
that’s just too pretty to mess up,” he said. “That’s when
I decided I was going to see how long I could keep it
looking new.”
The thought of an 18-year-old not driving a new car

he paid for himself, with money he saved working at
Piggly Wiggly seems unlikely, at best. But he did it with
hardly any effort.
“Mom said it didn’t seem like I was enjoying my car, but
it never bothered me one bit,” Aaron said laughing. “I
had my ’74 LTD that was my daily driver – I wouldn’t
even take out my date in the new car. We’d go in the
old LTD.”
Some of the very few items on the Firebird that aren’t

original are the tires, the shocks (originally standard
factory shocks he converted to more modern gas
shocks), and the battery (he kept the original battery).
Aaron replaced the tires for the first time in 2012 when
Goodyear reproduced the Polysteel Radial that
originally appeared on the car.
“Those tires were 32 years old when I changed

them,” he said. “I drove it to the garage and they said
they were the most rotten tires they’d ever seen to still
hold air. The new ones were $1,500, but it was worth
it.” 

Aaron takes his vehicle out on a short drive about
every six weeks to keep it from sitting idle too long, and
washes it one or two times a year. Outside of those
short ventures in town, it has been garaged, out of
weather and sun all this time. It has zero rust issues and
the interior is perfect. Despite its pristine condition,
Aaron said the value was hurt because so many of the

cars were produced.
“Of course, a lot aren’t around or in this kind of

condition, but it was such a high-production car that
definitely made an impact on value. I love it though,” he
said, “and I don’t want to sell. Like my other cars, I’ll
keep them until I’m too old to take good care of them.” 

Tony Aaron has owned this 1980 Pontiac Firebird Trans Am since it was brand new. He has keep it
garaged instead of driving it, making it a true collector car.

The engine isn’t high gloss and chrome like
some collector vehicles, but it is in all original
condition.

The tires are just one of a very few of the things
that have been replaced on Aaron’s Firebird.


