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Evening Rotary 
Helps Food Pantries

Rotary Club of The Villages Evening has had a 
Rotary Interact Club at South Sumter High School 
in Bushnell since 2015. President Gay Ratcliff 
Seamens decided to explore the food pantries that 
serves that area.   She and Karl Keri, club liaison 
for the Interact Club, decided to visit following a 
call that described the pantry under stress.  

Tammy Jolly welcomed the two Rotarians and 
gave a tour and information about how they serve 
2000-2500 Bushnell area residents each month. 

 “HOPE distributes twice each month and the 
next date is Wed Dec. 16 from 9am-noon. It’s 
hard to imagine how they will have these shelves 
filled and ready for so many people in need,” 
states Ratcliff-Seamens.  Karl Keri added “as a 
villager I was not familiar with this rural com-
munity. All the food pantries need help, espe-
cially this one.”  This month the Evening Ro-
tary Club was able to donate $1000 each to the 
Bushnell food pantry, Christian Food Pantry, St. 
Vincent de Paul/St. Timothy’s The Villages,  St. 
Theresa’s in Belleview food pantry, Hope Food 
Pantry of Wiersdale and $700 to Village View 
Church food pantry. The last three serving Sum-
merfield and surrounding area which is home to 
the students of another club focus, Harbour View 
Elementary School of Marion Public Schools. 

If readers would like to help, contact Pres Gay 
at (863) 660-4933.


