
all receiving statistics and 
was  fourth on the team in 
total points scored. The other 
three guys will be younger 
and less experienced, so they 
will have to go the extra step 
in becoming a better player 
in the shadows of Wright this 
season.

At running back, senior 
Mike Ellery will take the lead 
role. Last season, he split the 
job with class of 2020 senior 
Jatavian Churchill. Both guys 
still managed to rush for over 
a thousand yards, Churchill 
with 1,282 and Ellery with 
1,011. Ellery will now take over 
and carry that production for 
himself. With more carries, 
he has the opportunity to 
become a star in Washington 
County.

Sagrecy is excited to see 
how both the offense and 
defense perform, with plenty 
of his seniors on both, so 
it will be a good spread of 
leaders throughout. 

“This is a great group 
of young men,” he said. 
“They  have proven to be 
accountable, dependable and 
hardworking. They lead by 
example and I couldn’t ask for 
a better group. I can’t wait to 

watch them compete.”
One of the biggest fears 

for anyone around high 
school sports, but more 
importantly seniors, was 
not being able to have a 
final season. The pandemic 
canceled the end of the 
2019 winter sports season, 
as well as, the 2020 spring 
sports season and it looked 
very likely the same was 
going to happen to fall 
sports.

The Commanders, as well 
as every other team in the 
state, are extremely thankful 
to have the opportunity to 
play. Sagrecy said it has 
been important to him and 
the team to follow the rules 
and adjust their offseason 
to protect the players. 
Although it will make an 
impact on how everyone 
performs, he knows it was 
worth it to practice safety 
as they have.

“We have done our very 
best to implement the 
procedures and safeguards 
asked of us at the state 
and local level,” Sagrecy 
said. “Obviously, this has 
changed our day-to-day 
operations and we’ve had 

to be flexible with kids at 
a much higher rate than 
normal, but it’s been more 
than worth it to give them 
the opportunity to play. 
Obviously, working on a 
shortened time line will 
impact the product on the 
field initially. I expect a 
lot of mistakes and some 
odd scores without having 
scrimmages to work out the 
kinks early on, but hopefully 
we are all operating on the 
same time line and there 
shouldn’t be a competitive 
advantage.”

It’s been a battle, but 
one the Commanders have 
done their best to win. Now  
they’re counting down the 
seconds to get back out on 
the field.

Many of the players 
have been without any 
competition at all, having 
missed baseball and track 
season. But on Sept. 11, it 
will be time for them to 
compete once more. 

The Commanders will face 
off against the Bardstown 
Tigers in week one, and it 
will be a challenge. 

“Bardstown is a perennial 
contender,” Sagrecy said. 

“Coach Clark and his staff 
do a fantastic job and I 
fully expect them to be 
operating at a high level. 
They are always very 
talented and they got after 
us pretty good last year at 
their place. Hopefully, this 
year we can execute at a 
higher level and represent 
ourselves better. I know 
our kids are, as I am sure 
their kids are itching to play 
and get the 2020 season 
underway.”

The game is scheduled 
for Friday, Sept. 11, at 7:30 
and will be a home game 
for the Commanders. 
Things are looking up at 
Washington County and it 
will be exciting to see just 
how much potential this 
team has on the gridiron in 
2020.

Spencer Moore
Herald Staff

sports@harrodsburgherald.com

R O S T E R

Haydon Dean, Brent Edelen, Mike Ellery, Axel 
Ellis, Collin Sparrow, Caleb Foster, TyKeidrien 
Thompson, Ben Whitney, Logan Hill, Javontae 
Wright, Jacob Yates

Head Coach Eric M Sagrecy, Assistant Coach 
Morgan Churchill, Assistant Coach Corbin 
H Hack, Assistant Coach David T Sagrecy, 
Assistant Coach Brett J Sheckles, Assistant 
Coach Lawrence A Smith, Assistant Coach 
Clayton M Stevens

S E N I O R S

CO A C H E S

washington county commanders footballwashington county commanders footballwashington county commanders football

We have a great senior class with some 
guys who have a lot of experience. 

- Sagrecy

“
”

72 Nick Arrnett Jr. 

20 Zachary Mattingly Fr.

32 Beau Baker Fr. 

21 John Mcdonald Jr.

73 James Baker Jr. 

16 Landon Miller Fr.

60 Jesse Boone  Jr. 

32 Will Pettus Jr.

13 Corey Boswell Fr. 

12 Noah Reynolds Fr.

71 Ben Bugg Jr. 

35 Layne Riley Jr.

22 Ethan Byrd So. 

79 Daniel Scott So.

62 Kyle Campbell So. 

52 Jessie Sherrill Fr.

23 Haydon Dean Sr. 

34 JD Short So.

56 Brent Edelen Sr. 

60 Gabe Smith Fr.

4 Mike Ellery Sr. 

11 Kayden Spalding Fr.

24 Axel Ellis Sr. 

70 Collin Sparrow Sr.

2 Caleb Foster Sr. 

5 Dustin Taylor Fr.

6 Eli Goben So. 

50 Kevontae Thompson Jr.

51 Jaxon Graves So. 

3  TyKeidrien Thompson Sr.

78 Juan Hardin Jr. 

67 Ben Whitney Sr.

28 Logan Hill Sr. 

44 James Wohner So.

54 Carter Hilton Fr. 

10 Javontae Wright Sr.

9 Jakobie Hughes Jr. 

26 Jacob Yates Sr.

36 Ethan Mattingly So. 

76 Waylon Young Jr.
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