
Ousley and Cortez Ison. Ison 
has been a four-year starter 
for the Golden Lions on the 
line, the impact of his loss 
will be significant.

“It has put us in a tough 
situation to start the 
season,” Perry said. “We 
will be very undersized and 
inexperienced. We do return 
sophomore linemen Cruz 
Juarez and junior Jacob 
Brown, but most of the kids 
on the line week one and 
probably week two will be 
testing unchartered waters. 
We have had to move tight 
ends Teddie Kohli and R.J. 
Kilby into the line and have 
had to try and bring along a 
couple undersized freshman 
as well. I think we will have 
to just do everything we can 
to utilize quickness in our 
line which is definitely a new 
perspective for us.” 

The offensive lineman 
who have gone down with 
injuries are the same ones 
who lead the defensive line. 
Perry will use other players 
to fill those roles.

“With the injuries we have 
been working more with 
senior offensive lineman 
John Rayburn, junior Jacob 
Brown, along with returning 
starter Cruz Juarez,” Perry 

said. “New guys on the 
line include R.J. Kilby and 
Teddie Kohli.”

The coach said he is 
feeling positive on how 
the defensive line is going 
to fill out.

“In the secondary 
and linebacker spots we 
will be young, but not 
inexperienced,” Perry said. 
“James Preston, along 
with Christian Hansford, 
have looked very good. 
Newcomer Luke Short 
and Ian Alcorn have also 
shown good signs. The 
secondary will be made up 
by young guys, including 
Landon Davis, Montavin 
Quisenberry, Austin 
Adams, Asher Dunn and 
Maishaun Baker along with 
Chase Burkhart and Justus 
McGlone.”

It will be interesting to see 
how the younger Golden 
Lions work together the 
first few weeks. They have 
the potential to prove 
themselves early within 
their career, but know the 
team will still be looking 
forward to getting their 
key players back.

Adapting has been 
key for so many teams 
during this time. With a 

shortened offseason, it’s 
tough for programs such 
as the Golden Lions to get 
up to speed, especially 
when halted by injuries. 
It’s clear that their focus 
still remains the same, and 
even with injuries up front, 
they will just adapt moving 
forward.

“I think the kids have 
worked very hard through 
tough circumstances and 
adverse conditions just as 
most people have the last 
14 weeks,” Perry said. “I 
have no doubt they will be 
eager to get on the field 
and play a football game. 
Hopefully, we can play 
enough to get our missing 
pieces back. If we can, I 
think we will play good, 
solid football. I just wish 
we had guys up front at 
the beginning of the year 
to take pressure off of the 
other younger players.”

The Golden Lions are 
hopeful the season can 
be finished as scheduled. 
Through the uncertainty,  
coaches like Perry will take 
it day by day, practicing 
and playing as if it were 
any other year. 

They will start their 
season on Friday, Sept. 

18, with an away game 
against the Bath County 
Wildcats.

It will make for an 
interesting game week 
one for the Golden 
Lions. Wildcats Head 
Coach Johnny Poynter 
has done a good job in 
recent years, leading the 
team to several winning 
records. Regardless of the 
adversity, Garrard  hope 
to start off  with a win to 
start the year.
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I have no doubt they will be eager to get 

on the field and play a football game.

- Perry
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