
who is already optimistic about 
the direction of the program’s 
culture. “I just feel good about 
the direction the program’s 
going and the culture we’re 
developing.” 

Despite the pleasant start, 
Palmer’s project with the 
Bearcats is an uphill battle 
and it certainly doesn’t help 
that the former starting 
quarterback Jagger Gillis 
transferred two counties 
south to join the Rebels and 
Justin Haddix’s program. Gillis 
is responsible for 14 of the 
Bearcat’s 30 touchdowns from 
a season ago, as well as 1,340 
total yards, 27 tackles and an 
interception on defense. 

The starting quarterback 
position was up for grabs until 
the beginning of game week 
one. Senior athlete Jacob 
Castle was declared the field 
general earlier this week. 
Castle’s athleticism and his 
knowledge of Palmer’s passing 
scheme won him the job and 
the coach said he is confident 
in his ability to complete passes 
within that scheme. 

All Palmer can ask of his 
team is hard work. He said he 
is happy with what he is seeing 
so far.

“I ask them to be just a 
little bit better today than they 
were yesterday. You know if 
we’re not getting better, we’re 
getting worse, and so far you 

know, seven days of practice 
in the summer condition, I 
feel like we’ve been making 
those strides each and every 
day,” said Palmer. 

One bright spot for the 
Bearcats this season is the 
dominating defense and 
electrifying pass rush of 
senior defensive lineman 
Darion Dearinger. His ability 
to get to the quarterback 
and consistently disrupt 
the opposing offenses’ 
gameplan is something the 
Bearcats will be counting 
on this year. Last season 
Dearinger led the Bearcats 
with 60 tackles, 27 tackles 
for a loss and 10 sacks, and 
Palmer plans for him to lead 
the team in the locker room 
as well this season. 

Dearinger has gotten 
faster and stronger during 
the off season, improving his 
40-yard dash to 4.7 seconds, 
and working his squat max 
up to 530 pounds. Above all, 
he wants to lead the team 
and influence the younger 
players through his effort on 
the field. 

“I feel like just coming 
to practice every day and 
giving everything I got and 
trying to help the younger 
kids get better is what I’m 
doing to be a leader, and 
the whole senior class is 
doing the same thing,” said 
Dearinger.

In his final season 
as a Bearcat, he said he 
understands his influence 
on his teammates is just as 
important as his influence on 
the field.

“It’s very important, 
especially since it is my last 

high school football year, 
and I’m expecting to play 
like I normally play, but even 
better, and just trying to 
teach and help the rest of 
the younger players that 
will play this year,” said 
Dearinger. 

Palmer pra ised 
Dearinger’s ability and 
character and said he is 
building the defensive game 
plan around him.

“Well, what a great young 
man, he’s a leader on and off 
the field. He’s a young man 
that we’re gonna try to build 
our defensive game plan 
around. We’re gonna make 
people account for him each 
and every week, and he just 
has a great motor and he’s 
agile. He’s gotten stronger 
and faster from last year, so 
he’s gonna be a big part of 
our packages,” said Palmer.

Anderson’s backfield will 
be loaded with new faces 
this season such as Isaiah 
Fitzpatrick. He is a player 
the coaching staff has high 
hopes for this season.

“One young man who’s 
really improved his stock 
over the summer and from 
last year is Isaiah Fitzpatrick. 
He has physically improved 
greatly, increased his speed, 
we’re expecting big things 
out of him,” said Palmer. 

Junior running back Evan 
Peters looks to get some 
carries as well, while junior 
wideouts Austin Beasley and 
Hudson Uebel will get their 
shot too. 

Palmer plays a run first 
offense, and it’s easier to 
open holes for the running 
backs when the offensive 

lineman are as big as the 
Bearcats.

Expectations are high for 
a senior-led and immense 
offensive line like this one. 
Cole Johnson, a senior left 
guard, clocks in currently 
at 6-foot, 3-inches and 315 
pounds. Center Dyllan Davis 
weighs in around 330 pounds 
while tackle Ryan Stratton 
stands 6-feet, 6-inches tall 
and weighs 350 pounds.  

“I really expect them 
to dominate the line of 
scrimmage. I think that they 
have the potential to be very, 
very good,” said Palmer, 
who is anxious to see how 
the big men will impact the 
game on offense.

“We’re huge up front, and 
they’re just coming off the 
ball well and they’re believing 
in what we’re trying to do, 
so it makes for an exciting 
start,” he said.  

It is a season like no other, 
Palmer’s expectations for 
this team are simple: have 
fun, work hard and the rest 
will fall into place. 

“I ask two things of them, 
that is to give me their best 
and have fun,” said Palmer. 
“With our flexibility and with 
our size up front, we stay 
healthy, I think with practice 
and the approach we take, 
you know I think it’s gonna 
be a really exciting year for 
the Bearcats.” 
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it’s gonna be a really exciting year for the Bearcats.
 - Palmer.
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