
Head Coach Mike Bowlin 
and the East Jessamine 
Jaguars haven’t strug-
gled to win regular season 
games in the past, but their 
post season play has been 
a different story. Bowlin 
thinks the players might 
have been overwhelmed 
after reaching the region-
al championship game last 
season. The coach hopes 
the Jaguars know now 
that getting there is not 
enough.
“We just gotta be better 
as a football team,” Bowlin 
said. “The good news is 
these kids have now been 
in that game and that sit-
uation, but we have to be 
better in that situation.” 
The coach said he isn’t 
worried about losing big 
names like Dylan Moore, 
Valdin Miles, Jalen Taylor 
and Turner McHolan. 
The four scored 350 of 
the 486 points scored for 
East Jessamine in 2019, 
but Bowlin said he is just 
as excited about their 
replacements. 
“Well, you just gotta take 
the next man up,” he said. 
“I mean this is something 
that happens every year, 
you know? You got to be 
ready to replace those 
guys. That’s just how foot-
ball goes.”
He said he is looking for-
ward to seeing what junior 
halfback Tajii Jackson can 
do on the field. 
Fullback Donovan Motley is 
returning, and senior run-
ning back Bryson Garrison-
Kelly is going to take 

many of the handoffs that 
Jaylen Taylor would have 
taken last season. Jackson 
outweighs Valdin by 50 
pounds and Garrison-Kelly 
outweighs Jaylen Taylor 
by upwards of 60 pounds 
so Bowlin plans for the 
Jaguars to have a much 
stronger physical presence 
this season. 
“We’re not going be as 
fast as we were last year, 
but we’re going be much 
bigger and more physical 
at the point of impact,” he 
said. 
Physicality is something 
that senior right tackle 
Jaiden Campbell knows 
a lot about. After being 
named all state second 
team last year, his main 
goal for this season is to 
make it to the regional 
championship game.
“My expectations for the 
season is to make it to the 
third round of the playoffs, 
be better than last year 
and keep on driving on 
the path of success,” said 
Campbell. “I’m going use 
my size like a bull and go 
through anything I can, to 
make sure we get the win.”
Senior Connor Darby will 
see a reduction in his snaps 
at safety due to his new 
quarterback role. Darby 
started at quarterback for 
the Jaguars junior varsity 
team for two seasons, but 
never earned a shot on 
the varsity level because 
Turner McHolan was too 
good to replace. Now he 
gets his chance.
“I’ve got all the confidence 

in the world in Connor 
Darby,” Bowlin said.
In addition to being a good 
football player, the coach 
said Darby is a good lead-
er who comes to practice 
with a great attitude every 
day.
“He’s exactly what you’re 
looking for in a quarter-
back,” said Bowlin.
The coach believes  Darby, 
a defensive standout and 
leader last year, can still 
fill in at safety, but he will 
mainly only see time on the 
offense. 
“Of course Connor Darby’s 
going be where we tell him. 
Connor was our leader on 
defense in the secondary 
last year and he’ll be a 
strong force at quarterback 
this year,” said Bowlin. 
Junior Andre Johnson is 
versatile enough to drop 
into coverage and get 
into the backfield. He is 
the leading tackler return-
ing to the Jaguars lineup 
and his ability to antago-
nize an offense is electric, 
and Bowlin says he has 
improved even more over 
the offseason.
“He’s unbelievable, and he 
really can disrupt a foot-
ball team,” the coach said. 
“After the lights kind of 
came on for him about the 
third game of the season 
last year, he was a true 
force. He’s a very tough 
player off of the outside 
edge. He’s had a great 
offseason and he’s just a 
junior, which makes it even 
better.” 
Johnson has high regards 

for his teammates and 
expects them to play at 
a high level at all times. 
“I expect the team to 
perform perfectly and 
the defense to be great,” 
said Johnson, who 
understands his person-
al success is necessary 
for the defensive unit to 
succeed.
The defensive line for 
the Jaguars is not quite 
where Bowlin wants it to 
be. While they have size, 
they are lacking in funda-
mentals, he said, partly 
due to the lack of live 
reps in practice.
“We’re going be a little 
bigger, we’re probably 
not going be as athletic 
and we gotta find the 
discipline that we need,” 
Bowlin said. “We haven’t 
seen that yet, but we 
haven’t played any foot-
ball yet either, but we’re 
going go with some big-
ger kids.”
The Jaguars have a 
strong senior class with 
17 athletes ready to lead 
East Jessamine to a 
region championship. 
The offensive line is full 
of senior talent, and 
is anchored by 6-foot, 
5-inch, 280 pound tack-
le Jaiden Campbell. 
The interior lineman are 
elite as well and Bowlin 
called senior guards 
Xavier Estes and Caleb 
Fleckinstein the best set 
of guards he has ever 
coached.
“Probably the best com-
bination of guards I’ve 
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“ I’m going use 
my size like 

a bull and go 
through anything 

I can, to make 
sure we get the 

win. 

- Campbell.
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