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HAMMETT MOTOR CO.HAMMETT MOTOR CO.
INTERSECTION OF
 HWY. 12 W & 51 N
INTERSECTION OF
 HWY. 12 W & 51 N

662-653-3141
DURANT

662-653-3141
DURANT

Close-out Prices on 
2019 Models

Close-out Prices on 
2019 Models

REBATES
AVAILABLE!

REBATES
AVAILABLE!
CHECK OUT OUR 

PRE-OWNED 
VEHICLES @

www.hammettmotorco.com

FINANCING LOW AS

 0% 
UP TO 72 MONTHS

ON SELECT MODELS

FINANCING LOW AS

 0% 
UP TO 72 MONTHS

ON SELECT MODELS

Attorney at Law
Jim Arnold

• Chapter 13 Bankruptcy •
No upfront fee except filing fee

• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy •
$750 plus filing fee

• No Fault Divorces •
$399 plus court fees

Call for an appointment 662-653-6448 or 601-656-6914

Mon. - Fri. 9 a.M. to 5 p.M.  •  662-653-4106  
15481 Bowling green road •  durant, MS

Need help getting approved for 
Long Term Care?

Let us guide you through 
the application process.

Visit us in Tchula, Lexington, 
Durant, Pickens and Canton.

D’s Diner
51 Depot St. Lexington

(662) 450 - 8131
 Monday - Thursday
 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
 Friday - Saturday
10 a.m. - 12 p.m. (May Vary)

Senior
Citizen

Discount
Mon.-Wed.

THIS SPOT COULD BE YOURS!

CALL THE HOLMES 
COUNTY HERALD 

TODAY TO SEE 
WHAT OUR 

ADVERTISING 
SPOTS CAN DO 

FOR YOU!

662-834-1151

Businesses and Services Directory
LEXINGTON
HOME CENTER

662-834-9007

By Robert Nathan 
Gregory

MSU Extension Service
In 2019, Mississippi’s ag-

ricultural industry faced the 
prospect of dipping below 
$7 billion for the first time in 
eight years, but federal pay-
ments pushed its value up 
enough to post a slight gain 
over 2018.

The estimated value of 
Mississippi agriculture in 
2019 is $7.39 billion, a 0.2% 

Mississippi agriculture nears $7.4 billion
gain from last year’s $7.37 
billion. Included in the total 
is an estimated $628 million 
in government payments, 
the largest amount of federal 
assistance Mississippi pro-
ducers have seen since 2006.

The total value not includ-
ing those payments is an 
estimated $6.8 billion. 2011 
was the last time total values 
prior to government pay-
ments were below $7 billion.

Keith Coble, head of the 

Mississippi State University 
Department of Agricultural 
Economics, said the project-
ed increase in net revenues 
reflects a nationwide trend.

The estimated value of 
Mississippi agriculture in 
2019 is $7.39 billion, a 0.2% 
gain from last year.

“Government payments 
such as Market Facilita-
tion Program payments are 
meant to mitigate farmer in-
come losses due to the trade 

war with China,” Coble said. 
“The 2019 program is based 
on national commodity price 
changes estimated to reflect 
market losses and the county 
aggregate crop mix in 2019. 
Cotton and soybeans had the 
largest relative losses for 
2019.

“County payments range 
from $15 to $150 per acre,” 
he added. “Variation across 
Mississippi counties is 
largely driven by the relative 
percentage of cotton grown 
in the county.”    

Poultry production was 
down 3% to an estimated 
$2.78 billion. The state’s 
forestry industry held steady 
at $1.15 billion. Livestock 
production was down 2% to 
an estimated $388 million. 
Catfish production was up 
5% to just over $172 mil-
lion.

The commodity group 
with the most fluctuation 
was row crops. At an esti-
mated $2.3 billion, overall 
totals were down 6.5% from 
2018. Most notably, corn 
vaulted 39% from last year, 
while soybean values dipped 
27%.

“The U.S.-China tariff 
standoff had a major impact 
on crop markets and produc-
tion this year,” said MSU 
Extension Service row crop 

economist Will Maples. 
“Coming into the planting 
season, price signals were 
not very favorable to plant 
soybeans as the harvest 
month futures contract price 
hovered around $9 a bushel. 
The low price of soybeans 
was due to our trade issues, 
which made corn and cotton 
the more attractive crops to 
plant this year.”

Soybeans were still the 
most profitable row crop 
despite the standoff and re-
duced acreage. Production 
values fell to $762 million 
in 2019 after eclipsing $1 
billion last year. Producers 
planted fewer than 2 million 
acres of the crop for the first 
time since 2012.

Cotton growers had a 
strong crop this year, plant-
ing more than 700,000 acres 
with average yields of 1,082 
pounds per acre. However, 
lower cotton prices offset in-
creases in the value of total 
production that would typi-
cally follow. The estimated 
total production was about 
$585 million, an increase 
from last year of about 1%.

Maples said cotton acre-
age was up 95,000 acres this 
year.

“The drop in cotton price 
was not directly tied to the 
trade war with China but a 

symptom of it,” Maples said. 
“Due to low soybean prices, 
the U.S. overall planted a lot 
more cotton than the market 
expected, and the extra sup-
ply dropped prices.”

The value of corn produc-
tion was the highest it has 
been in six years, checking 
in at nearly $455 million 
thanks to a 160,000-acre in-
crease in acreage and slight-
ly better market prices than 
last year.

Hay is expected to have 
nearly $151 million in value 
this year, which is a 25% in-
crease. Rounding out the top 
five in row crop production 
was specialty crops, which 
held steady at nearly $106 
million.

Sweet potatoes were a $95 
million industry despite fall-
ing 11% from 2018. This 
crop outperformed rice, 
whose value fell 19% from 
last year to about $91 mil-
lion.

Peanut production in Mis-
sissippi was worth $16.3 
million this year, while grain 
sorghum values were slight-
ly over $1 million.

Percentagewise, the row 
crop seeing the largest pro-
duction decrease was wheat. 
The estimated $4.8 million 
total is almost a 33% drop 
from last year.


