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Impeachment done, Pelosi
unburdens |IBI'SB“ about Trumll

Associated Press

President Donald Trump
was gone, the House lights
were dimming, and House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi looked
up to her friends and family
in the gallery overhead. She
held up the speech she had
shredded behind Trump’s
back, on live television. She
put her hand to her heart,

dipped her head and gave a

little bow.
The moment showcased
Pelosi’s  sharper, less-re-

strained approach to the na-
tion’s 45th president at the
bitter end of the impeach-
ment saga she led. Now,
she’s leading House Demo-
crats out of impeachment’s
shadow, through regular leg-
islative business and toward
Election Day in November.
And though there’s no sign
Pelosi herself is exiting the
political stage, there’s abun-
dant evidence that she’s
unburdening herself of any
lingering restraint when it
comes to Trump.

And that’s saying some-
thing, considering her un-
apologetic style when it
comes to him. She smirked
and clapped, eye-to-eye with
him at last year’s State of the
Union. In private, she ques-
tioned the president’s man-
hood. And she stalked out of
a White House meeting with
him in October, bluntly sug-
gesting the president is con-
trolled by his counterpart in
Russia.

But her speech-shredding
on Tuesday night appeared
to mark a pointier, post-
impeachment phase, one
Trump’s reelection campaign
quickly sought to monetize.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., tears her copy of
President Donald Trump’s s State of the Union address
after he delivered it to a joint session of Congress on Cap-
itol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, Feb. 4, 2020. Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence is at left. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky)

“Wow. Nancy ripped my
speech. She truly hates
America,” said a text
Wednesday as part of an ef-
fort to raise $2 million in 24
hours.

As furious Republicans
piled on the condemnation,
Pelosi brandished the ripped
paper in full view of report-
ers and repeated in the hall-
ways that she “tore it up.”

“I felt very liberated last
night,” Pelosi told House
Democrats in their private
caucus meeting Wednesday,
according to a Democratic
aide in the room, who spoke
on condition of anonymity to
discuss the remarks. She said
she viewed Trump’s remarks
as “a pack of lies” on ev-
erything from health care to
Medicare and Medicaid.

“We saw the president of
the United States shred the
truth right in front of us,” she
said. “My friends, we just
have to declare it.”

That’s what Pelosi said she
was doing during Trump’s

address to the nation, in
which he extolled a “great
American comeback” and
drew on falsehoods about
U.S. energy supremacy,
health care and the economy.
Trump was speaking from a
place of strength, with the
Republican  Party mostly
solidly behind him, on the
brink of his Senate acquittal
Wednesday.

For Pelosi and the Demo-
crats, the address was a much
more glum event. The party
had a political hangover
from the debacle Monday
night in lowa, whose kickoff
caucuses ended in delays,
fury and mockery from Re-
publicans. The House’s im-
peachment of Trump, with
its huge political risks for
majority Democrats, was
about to be dispatched by the
Republican-led Senate. They
booed and groaned, but more
often, just sat still as Trump
spoke.

Trump’s speech  Tues-
day night on Pelosi’s turf

Not guilty: Senate acquits
Trump of impeachment charges

Associated Press

President Donald Trump
won impeachment acquittal
in the U.S. Senate, bring-
ing to a close only the third
presidential trial in Ameri-
can history with votes that
split the country, tested civic
norms and fed the tumultu-
ous 2020 race for the White
House.

With Chief Justice John
Roberts presiding, sena-
tors sworn to do “impartial
justice” stood and stated
their votes for the roll call

“guilty” or “not guilty”
— in a swift tally almost ex-
clusively along party lines.
Trump, the chief justice
then declared, shall “be, and
is hereby, acquitted of the
charges.”

The outcome Wednesday
followed months of remark-
able impeachment proceed-
ings, from Speaker Nancy
Pelosi’s House to Mitch Mc-
Connell’s Senate, reflecting
the nation’s unrelenting par-
tisan divide three years into

the Trump presidency.

What started as Trump’s
request for Ukraine to “do
us a favor” spun into a far-
reaching, 28,000-page report
compiled by House inves-
tigators accusing an Ameri-
can president of engaging
in shadow diplomacy that
threatened U.S. foreign rela-
tions for personal, political
gain as he pressured the ally
to investigate Democratic
rival Joe Biden ahead of the
next election.

No president has ever been
removed by the Senate.

A politically emboldened
Trump had eagerly pre-
dicted vindication, deploy-
ing the verdict as a political
anthem in his reelection bid.
The president claims he did
nothing wrong, decrying the
“witch hunt” as an extension
of special counsel Robert
Mueller’s probe into Russian
2016 campaign interference
by those out to get him from
the start of his presidency.

Trump’s political cam-

paign tweeted videos, state-
ments and a cartoon dance
celebration, while the Re-
publican president himself
tweeted that he would speak
Thursday from the White
House about “our Country’s
VICTORY on the Impeach-
ment Hoax.”

However, the Senate Dem-
ocratic leader Chuck Schum-
er said there will always be
“a giant asterisk next to the
president’s acquittal” be-
cause of the Senate’s quick
trial and Republicans’ un-
precedented rejection of wit-
nesses.

A majority of senators
expressed  unease  with
Trump’s pressure campaign
on Ukraine that resulted
in the two articles of im-
peachment. But two-thirds
of them would have had to
vote “guilty” to reach the
Constitution’s bar of high
crimes and misdemeanors to
convict and remove Trump
from office. The final tallies
in the GOP-held Senate fell

was the first time the two
had been in the same room
since Pelosi stalked out of
the White House meeting in
October. It was book ended
by competing snubs: Trump
appeared to ignore Pelosi’s
outstretched hand when he
arrived on the podium. She
gave a look to her caucus,
with a wide grin.

Trump again kept his back
mostly turned to her when he
finished. Inches behind him,
Pelosi gathered the speech’s
pages and ripped them —
once, twice, three times and
a fourth — as he left the
chamber. That’s when she
held up the navy blue folio
with gold letters that con-
tained what remained of the
address.

In fact, Pelosi has been
freer with her thoughts on
Trump and the Republicans
for awhile. She was notably
less restrained during a Jan.
15 floor speech on the day
the House sent the two ar-
ticles of impeachment to the
Senate for trial.

She began by addressing
Rep. Doug Collins, a Geor-
gia Republican who had said
Democrats are “in love with
terrorists” and then apolo-
gized for his remark.

“I want to thank the dis-
tinguished gentleman from
Georgia for his apology for
his ridiculous remarks about
me and House Democrats,”
Pelosi said, looking at Col-
lins.

Then she took aim at
Trump’s July 25 phone call
that forms the cornerstone
of his impeachment case.
During the conversation,
Trump asked the president
of Ukraine to do the “favor”
of investigating former Vice
President Joe Biden and his
son. Pelosi likened Trump’s
style to that of the mobsters

far short.

On the first article of im-
peachment, abuse of power,
the vote was 52-48 favoring
acquittal. The second, ob-
struction of Congress, also
produced a not guilty ver-
dict, 53-47.

Only one Republican, Mitt

(Continued on page 12.)

in “The Irishman” movie.

Then she took a slap at
Republicans who had com-
plained that she’d led a rush
to impeachment and then
slowed down the process by
refusing for a month to send
the articles to the Senate.

“Don’t talk to me about
my timing,” she said, glar-
ing at them from the well
of the House. “For a long
time, I resisted the calls from
across the country for im-
peachment,” she said. “I held
back.”

That changed with the rev-
elations about Trump’s po-
litical pressure on Ukraine.
The House passed the ar-
ticles nearly by party line on
Dec. 18.

By Wednesday, Repub-
licans were predicting the
Democrats would pay a po-
litical price for Pelosi’s con-
duct, which they suggested
was a stunt.

“I think it was a new low,”
Vice President Mike Pence
said Wednesday on “Fox &
Friends.” He accused Pelosi

of trying to make the eve-
ning “about her and I think
the American people see
through it.”

The Senate cleared Trump
on Wednesday mostly along
party lines. House Republi-
can leader Kevin McCarthy
tweeted a video of himself
ripping a piece of paper and
saying, “Acquitted for life.”
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*Clean Fence Lines & Empty Lots *Bush Hogging

*Now is the best time to get bushes cut back & fence lines cleaned.
*We also install Septic Tanks and Sewer Lines. *Stump Grinding
*We also cut limbs hanging over houses and trim shrubs.

Free Estimates

smmencial, Residential

( We do Trenching for Water Lines )

125 Victor St., Durant

* We Specialize in Grass Planting & Lawn Preparation.

(Anywhere in Holmes County)

653-3576 653-9935

PUBLIC HEARING

City of Lexington, MISSISSIPPI, WILL HOLD A
PUBLIC HEARING ON TUESDAY, February 25,
2020 AT 4:00 P.M. in the Lexington City Hall IN
ACCORDANCE WITH REGULATIONS ESTAB-
LISHED BY THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT
OF AGRICULTURE - RURAL DEVELOPMENT
DIVISION. THE PURPOSE OF THIS MEETING
IS TO ALLOW THE PUBLIC TO BECOME AC-
QUAINTED WITH THE TOWN’S APPLICATION
FOR FEDERAL FUNDING THROUGH THE RU-
RAL DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITIES FACILI-
TIES PROGRAM AND DISCUSS WHETHER
AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT WOULD BE IN-
VOLVED. THE PROJECT CONSISTS OF PUR-
CHASING TWO NEW POLICE VEHICLES.

THE PUBLIC IS ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND,
PARTICULARLY THOSE PERSONS DIRECTLY
BENEFITTING FROM THE PROJECT.

Notice of Closing

In honor of President’s Day,
we will be closed all day
Monday, February 17.

EQUAL HOUSING
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mOLMES
BANK AND TRUST COMPANY

Lexington, Goodman, West and Vaiden

Each depositor insured to $100,000



