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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
INITIAL HEARING / CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

The Town of Pickens, Mississippi, is considering 
applying to the Mississippi Development Author-
ity for a Community Development Block Grant 
of up to $ 450,000.00. The State of Mississippi 
has been allocated approximately $24 million that 
will be made available to cities and counties on 
a competitive basis to undertake eligible commu-
nity development activities. These funds must be 
used for one of the following purposes:
1. To benefit low- and moderate-income persons 
and households;
2. To aid in the prevention or elimination of slums 
or blight; or
3. To meet other community development needs 
having a particular urgency because existing con-
ditions pose a serious and immediate threat to the 
health or welfare of the community where other 
financial resources are not available to meet such 
needs.

The activities for which these funds may be 
used are in the area of economic development 
and public facilities. The Town of Pickens pro-
posed project consists of water/sewer improve-
ments that will benefit the Town of Pickens.  The 
public hearing will be held at Pickens Town Hall   
on   March 27, 2020, at 4:00 p. m. and will provide 
more specific details regarding the activities, pro-
gram requirements, and rating system.  The pur-
pose of the hearing will be to obtain citizen input 
into the development of the application.

the Wicker report
By: United States Senator Roger Wicker

Wicker Stands for 
Dignity of Human Life

From the beginning of my 
time in public office, I have 
worked to advance policies 
to defend innocent human 
life. Recently I joined with 
Senate colleagues to con-
tinue that effort. We consid-
ered two bills that would es-
tablish basic protections for 
children, born and unborn. 
Unfortunately Senate Demo-
crats blocked both bills.

Senate Republicans 
Support Basic Life 

Protections
One of the bills we consid-

ered was the Pain Capable 
Unborn Child Act, which 
would ban abortion after 20 
weeks of pregnancy. This 
bill is based on scientific 
evidence that unborn babies 
at this stage can feel pain – 
meaning abortion is excruci-
ating for them before it ends 
their life.

The second bill, the Born-
Alive Abortion Survivors 
Protection Act, would re-
quire doctors to provide care 
to babies who have survived 
an abortion attempt. In oth-
er words, it would prohibit 
these babies from being 
killed outside the womb or 
left to die. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control, 
143 babies survived abortion 
attempts between 2003 and 
2014 – and many more such 
cases may have gone unre-
ported.

The need for this bill be-
came clear last year when 
Ralph Northam, the gover-
nor of Virginia, suggested 
that an unwanted newborn 

baby should be “kept com-
fortable” while the mother 
and doctor determine its 
fate. I am disappointed these 
measures were unable to 
advance. But I remain com-
mitted to standing with all 
Americans and Mississip-
pians who believe we have 
a duty to protect the most 
innocent and vulnerable 
among us.

Despite the partisan divide 
in Washington, Americans 
support these measures by 
wide margins. A survey tak-
en last year by the Susan B. 
Anthony List revealed that 
77 percent of American vot-
ers support protecting babies 
who survive an abortion at-
tempt – including 70 percent 
of Democrats. Likewise, 71 
percent of Americans oppose 
late-term abortion, accord-
ing to a Marist poll taken last 
year. Bills like these should 
be a source of common 
ground, not division.

No Taxpayer Funding 
for Abortion

Since 1976, Congress has 
passed the Hyde Amend-
ment each year, a measure 
to ensure that taxpayer dol-
lars will not go toward abor-
tion. This protects pro-life 
taxpayers from paying for 
something they consider to 
be morally wrong. No Amer-
ican should be forced to pay 
for a service that violates 
their conscience or beliefs.

To make this provision 
permanent, Congress needs 
to pass the No Taxpayer 
Funding for Abortion Act, a 

Senate Republicans Defend 
Basic Rights of the Unborn

bill I have introduced numer-
ous times. This would give 
certainty to pro-life Ameri-
cans who do not wish to fund 
abortion. I will continue to 
work with my colleagues to 
advance this bill and other 
proposals that would protect 
American taxpayers and rec-
ognize the inherent dignity 
of every unborn child.

The Pro-Life Cause 
Is Gaining Ground

In spite of the gridlock in 
Congress, the pro-life cause 
is making progress. Last year 
nearly a dozen states, includ-
ing Mississippi, passed legis-
lation to protect life at earlier 
stages of development. Our 
friends in Louisiana passed 
a similar law that will soon 
be considered by the U.S. 
Supreme Court. The ruling 
later this year will include 
the input of President Don-
ald Trump’s two appointees, 
Justices Neil Gorsuch and 
Brett Kavanaugh.

Perhaps there is no greater 
measure of enthusiasm for 
the pro-life movement than 
the thousands of Americans 
who travel to Washington for 
the annual March for Life. 
Every January, I see hun-
dreds of Mississippians, and 
scores of young people, join-
ing in this gathering. These 
young citizens can play a 
pivotal role in moving the 
pro-life cause forward.

Press Release
The United States Depart-

ment of Agricultural Natu-
ral Resources Conservation 
Service (USDA-NRCS) is 
now accepting applications 
for the Agricultural Conser-
vation Easement Program 
(ACEP). The deadline to 
be considered for the fiscal 
year 2020 funding has been 

extended until March 23, 
2020. 

This program consists 
of two components: The 
Agricultural Land Ease-
ment (ALE) option and the 
Wetland Reserve Easement 
(WRE) option. The ALE 
assists conservation orga-
nizations in preventing the 
conversion of productive 
working lands to non-agri-
cultural uses and maximizes 
the protection of land devot-
ed to food production. The 
WRE option restores, pro-
tects, and enhances enrolled 
wetlands and improves 
wildlife habitat. Eligible 
WRE lands include farmed 
or prior-converted wetlands 
that can be successfully and 
cost-effectively restored.

“It is imperative we edu-
cate and promote ACEP to 

USDA is now accepting applications 
for easement program (ACEP)

the landowners of Missis-
sippi. We are proud to pro-
vide this service throughout 
the state,” said State Con-
servationist, Kurt Readus. 
“We invite any interested 
applicant to visit with us to 
learn more about the ease-
ment programs that we at 
USDA-NRCS can offer.”

Landowners interested in 
an ALE should contact local 
land trusts to develop part-
nerships for land easements. 
Applications will be ac-
cepted from eligible entities 
for potential ALE projects. 
Landowners interested in 
WRE should apply at their 
local field office.                       

Applications are accepted 
year-round and can be ob-
tained anytime at your lo-
cal field office or available 
online at www.nrcs.usda.
gov/GetStarted. The cur-
rent application deadline for 
consideration in fiscal year 
2020 is March 23, 2020.


