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Central Holmes Teacher Encourage Students with Signs
Photos Submitted

Teachers at Central Holmes Christian School in Lexing-
ton are sending encouraging messages over social media 
while students remain quarantined at home during the 
current COVID-19 pandemic. Students go to the school’s 
Facebook page and see pictures of their teachers with 
messages of well wishes, poems and love. Pictured above, 
teacher Connie Carnes. Pictured above, coach Ross Taylor. Pictured above, teacher Regina Weeks.

Pictured above, teacher Sherron Bevill.

Pictured above, teacher Joy Donald. Pictured above, teacher Doralynn Killebrew. Pictured above, teachers Lynn Edwards and Jill Killebrew.

Press Release
The Mississippi State 

Board of Education (SBE) 
voted today to suspend all 
federal and state assessments 
for the 2019-20 school year 
and to submit a waiver re-
quest to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education (ED) for 
exemption of those federal 
requirements.

As a result of the suspen-
sion of federal and state as-
sessments, districts will re-
tain the accountability grade 
for the 2020-21 school year 
that they received in the 
2019-20 school year.

Additionally, the SBE af-
firmed Gov. Tate Reeves’ 
executive order today to 
close schools statewide 
through April 17 in an effort 
to contain the spread of CO-
VID-19 (coronavirus). As a 
result, the SBE voted to al-

SBE votes to suspend assessments, 
accountability, waive missed school days

low school districts to forego 
the requirement of a 180-day 
school year per state law for 
school closure due to CO-
VID-19.

The governor’s executive 
order follows his March 
14 Declaration of a State 
of Emergency for the state 
of Mississippi, in which he 
asked schools to close March 
16-20.

Dr. Jason Dean, SBE chair-
man, stated that “school 
buildings are closed to the 
general public but learning is 
not closed.” He encouraged 
local school districts to con-
tinue learning opportunities 
for students during this time.

The Mississippi Depart-
ment of Education (MDE) 
has issued guidance to 
school districts who want to 
implement distance learn-
ing. MDE has partnered with 

Mississippi Public Broad-
casting to provide online 
learning opportunities for 
students. However, not all 
districts have the technology 
to fully and equitably con-
duct online learning, so the 
MDE will be releasing ad-
ditional guidance for school 
districts in the coming days.

Some school districts have 
offered take-home packets of 
work for students and par-
ents.

“I want to commend our 
superintendents, principals 
and teachers on efforts to 
provide instruction to stu-
dents even while schools 
are closed,” said Dr. Carey 
Wright, state superintendent 
of education. “I also want to 
recognize all district support 
staff who have stepped in to 
assist the students of their 
districts under these chal-

lenging circumstances.”
MDE will submit a waiver 

to ED regarding suspension 
of assessments and account-
ability for the 2019-20 school 
year. The Council of Chief 
State School Officers (CC-
SSO) is providing needed na-
tional leadership by working 
with ED on state waivers.

“I want to thank CCSSO 
for its leadership in working 
with the U.S. Department 
of Education on a potential 
waiver for states. CCSSO 
is leading in unprecedented 
times,” Wright said.

The MDE will send guid-
ance to districts on how 
to submit information on 
missed days.

Lawmakers passed legisla-
tion to authorize districts to 
pay all certified and non-cer-
tified staff during school clo-
sures due to the COVID-19 
outbreak. Districts will con-
tinue to receive their month-
ly MAEP allocations.


