“Trump Extends

(Continued from page 1.)
U.S. could experience more
than 100,000 deaths and
millions of infections from
the pandemic. That warning
hardened a recognition in
Washington that the struggle
against the coronavirus will
not be resolved quickly even
as Trump expressed a long-
ing for normalcy.

Trump told “Fox and
Friends” in an interview
Monday morning that “no-
body” was “more worried”
about the economic impact
on the country than him, but
said, “We want to do some-
thing where we have the
least death.”

Trump, who has largely
avoided talk of potential
death and infection rates,
cited projection models that
said potentially 2.2 million
people or more could have
died had social distancing
measures not been put in
place. And he said the coun-
try would be doing well if
it “can hold” the number of
deaths “down to 100,000.”
He said the best case for the
country would be for the
death rate to peak in about
two weeks.

“It’s a horrible number,”
Trump said, but added, “We
all together have done a very
good job.”

Brought forward by Trump
at the outdoor briefing, Fauci
said his projection of a po-
tential 100,000 to 200,000
deaths is “entirely conceiv-
able” if not enough is done
to mitigate the crisis.

“It would not have been a
good idea to pull back at a
time when you really need to
be pressing your foot on the
pedal as opposed to on the
brakes,” Fauci said on CNN
on Monday, describing how
he and others had convinced
Trump to extend the restric-
tions.

“We showed him the data.
He looked at the data. He got
it right away,” Fauci said. “It
was a pretty clear picture. Dr.
Debbie Birx and I went in to
the Oval Office and leaned
over the desk and said, ‘Here
are the data. Take a look.” He
just shook his head and said,
‘I guess we got to do it.””

“His first goal is to prevent
suffering and death,” Fauci
added. “And we made it clear
to him that if we pulled back
on what we were doing ...
there would be more avoid-
able suffering and avoidable
death. So it was a pretty clear
decision on his part.”

Americans are now being
called on to prepare for an-
other 30 days of severe eco-
nomic and social disruption,
as schools and businesses are
closed and public life is up-
ended. One in 3 Americans
remain under state or local
government orders to stay at
home to slow the spread of
the virus.

Trump acknowledged that
he may be forced to extend
the guidelines again at the
end of April, but expressed
hope that by June 1, “we
should be well on our wav to

recovery.”

The federal guidelines
recommend against group
gatherings larger than 10
and urge older people and
anyone with existing health
problems to stay home.
People are urged to work
at home when possible and
avoid restaurants, bars, non-
essential travel and shopping
trips.

For more than a week,
Trump had been bombarded
by calls from outside busi-
ness leaders who urged him
to begin re-opening the na-
tion’s economy and warned
of catastrophic consequenc-
es that could damage his
re-election chances if it re-
mained shuttered for much
longer.

“The president is right. The
cure can’t be worse than the
disease, and we’re going to
have to make some difficult
trade-offs,” Trump’s top eco-
nomic adviser Larry Kud-
low had said last Monday,
reflecting the thinking of his
economic team.

That talk alarmed health
experts, who urged Trump
to keep encouraging people
to stay home. The virus was
still spreading, with the peak
still weeks away, the experts
warned.

In the end, Trump, in the
face of dire projections and
increasingly alarming im-
ages out of New York, sided
with his health experts and
backed off the idea of loos-
ening recommended restric-
tions on less impacted parts
of the country.

“They’re the best in the
profession and they didn’t
like that idea,” he said of
Fauci and Dr. Deborah Birx,
head of the White House
coronavirus task force.

Trump was clearly moved
by the scenes from New
York, particularly hard-hit
Elmhurst Hospital in his na-
tive Queens.

“I’ve been watching that
for the last week on televi-
sion,” he said. "Body bags
all over, in hallways. I’ve
been watching them bring
in trailer trucks — freezer
trucks, they’re freezer trucks,
because they can’t handle
the bodies, there are so many
of them. This is essentially in
my community, in Queens,
Queens, New York,” he con-
tinued. “I’ve seen things that
I’ve never seen before.”

Phasing out the recommen-
dations would have been a
symbolic nod to business and
an affront to public health
experts, but may have had
little practical impact. States
across the country already
have their own restrictions in
place that, in many cases, are
far stricter than the admin-
istration’s, and those would
have remained in place.

Birx and Fauci said even
those areas yet to face a sig-
nificant outbreak must pre-
pare for the eventuality that
they will.

“Certainly we’re hoping
that there aren’t more New
York cities and New York
metro areas around the coun-
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try, but we have to plan for
that,” Birx said on CBS on
Monday, calling on cities
across the country to make
preparations.

“It’s critical that even if
you don’t see it, it could be
circulating in your commu-
nity,” she said.

Fauci said on ABC’s
“Good Morning America”
that smaller U.S. cities are
now ripe for the kind of ac-
celeration that has occurred
in New York.

“If you look throughout the
country there are a number
of smaller cities that are sort
of percolating along, couple
hundred cases, the slope
doesn’t look like it’s going
up,” Fauci said. “It looks
like it’s low level, it starts to
accelerate, then it goes way
up.”

The U.S. had more than
140,000 COVID-19 cases
reported by Monday morn-
ing, with more than 2,500
deaths. During the course
of the Rose Garden briefing,
reported deaths grew by sev-
eral dozen and the number of
cases by several thousand.

Most people who contract
COVID-19 have mild or
moderate symptoms, which
can include fever and cough
but also milder cases of
pneumonia, sometimes re-
quiring hospitalization. The
risk of death is greater for
older adults and people with
other health problems. Hos-
pitals in the most afflicted
areas are straining to handle
patients and some are short
of critical supplies.

Fauci’s prediction would
take the death toll well past
that of the average seasonal
flu. Trump repeatedly cited
the flu’s comparatively much
higher cost in lives in play-
ing down the severity of this
pandemic.

Trump’s change in tone
was previewed Saturday,
when the president suggest-
ed then backed away from
instituting an “enforceable”
quarantine of hard-hit New
York, Connecticut and New
Jersey. Instead, the White
House task force recom-
mended a travel advisory for
residents of those states to
limit non-essential travel to
slow the spread of the virus
to other parts of the U.S.

The quarantine notion was
strongly opposed by the gov-
ernors of those states, who
argued it would cause panic.

Even as he opted against
the quarantine, Trump on
Sunday suggested with-
out evidence that hospitals
and hospital systems were
“hoarding” ventilators and
other medical supplies that
were needed in other areas of
the state. He also encouraged
the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration to streamline approv-
als for companies seeking to
sanitize badly needed respi-
rators so they can be reused.

For weeks, Trump mini-
mized the gravity of the pan-
demic, and House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi on Sunday
accused Trump of “denial”
in the crisis and called it
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Library system continues to
serve during GOVID-19 outbhreak

Press Release

All branches of the Mid-
Mississippi  Regional Li-
brary System (MMRLS) are
currently closed to the pub-
lic, but many of the library’s
resources are still available
online during this time of so-
cial distancing, including its
popular Hoopla and Axis360
services.

MMRLS has created a re-
mote “digital library card”
sign-up option to ensure that
library cards can be issued
to those who want to access
digital materials and services
while they are at home.

To sign up for a digital li-
brary card, or to reset the
PIN number on an existing
library card account, users
can visit mmrls.lib.ms.us
and click on the digital li-
brary card icon to complete
the online application.

The library has also cre-
ated an eResources page,

located at mmrls.lib.ms.us/
eresources, to make it easy
for users to access all its
digital content in one place.
Regular updates are posted
to this page, including links
to additional free educational
and informational content.
Users will also find links to
the library’s Axis360 eBook
service, as well as Hoopla,
where card holders can ac-
cess eBooks, eAudiobooks,
movies, and more.

MMRLS has increased the
number of downloads pa-
trons are permitted on Hoop-
la from 5 to 8 per month
through July 31.

Library staff members
have been working to of-
fer virtual children’s story-
times, and regular updates
to its social media pages to
share useful and interesting
content. Virtual storytimes
will be available through the
library’s Facebook page and

Press Release

As we approach the month
of April, the Mississippi
Emergency Management
Agency is prepared to re-
spond to potential severe
weather while combatting
the pandemic of COVID-19.

Last April, 67 confirmed
tornadoes ripped through the
state of Mississippi.

In the event of severe
weather, county EMA direc-
tors should open county saf-
erooms to ensure the safety
of your citizens. While these
buildings ensure the imme-
diate safety of residents, the
Coronavirus  (COVID-19)
pandemic response poses
new challenges and consid-
erations.

“Life safety is and should
always remain your prior-
ity. Coronavirus, as serious
as it is, does not trump life
safety,” says MEMA Direc-

tor Greg Michel.

“deadly.”

Asked whether she be-
lieves that attitude cost

American lives, Pelosi told
CNN: “Yes, [ am. I'm saying
that.”

Trump, asked about the
comments on Fox Monday
morning, lashed back.

“She’s a sick puppy in my
opinion,” Trump said. I
think it’s a disgrace to her
country, her family”

Former Vice President Joe
Biden, the likely Democratic
presidential nominee, said he
wouldn’t go so far as to lay
the blame for deaths on the
president. “I think that’s a lit-
tle too harsh,” he told NBC.

Trump nonetheless hit
back. “If sleepy Joe was
president,” he told Fox, “he
wouldn’t even know what’s
going on.”

MEMA recommends if
residents are forced to shel-
ter in place in a safe room,
to maintain social distancing
to the best effort possible.
If available, surgical masks
should be donned as appro-
priate to prevent the spread
of droplets due to coughing
and sneezing.

County EMA directors are
encouraged to ensure the
availability of hand sanitizer
and hand soap to maximize
proper hygiene. If cots are
required, MEMA recom-
mends using a safe distance
of at least six feet between
cots. Finally, essential moni-
toring of the shelter popula-
tion is advised to identify
safe room occupants that
may exhibit COVID-19
symptoms such as a fever of
100.4 or greater.

The Mississippi Depart-
ment of Human Services will
coordinate long-term shel-
tering if needed, post-event.
The guidance and the recom-
mendations from the Mis-
sissippi  State Department

of Health and the CDC will
be followed. Social distanc-
ing in a congregate shelter
will include maintaining a
distance of six feet between
all cots.

Instagram pages.

Users can find the library
on Facebook, Instagram, and
Twitter by searching @mid-
misslib.

MMRLS also wants li-
brary users to know that all
materials checked out from
the library with a due date
of March 9 and after have
been extended to May 4, and
that no overdue fines will be
charged during the library’s
closure. Library book drops
are also closed, and patrons
are being asked to keep their
checked out materials until
the library reopens.

“Acting on advice and
recommendations from the
CDC, Governor Tate Reeves,
the Mississippi Library As-
sociation, and Mississippi
Library Commission, nearly
all public library systems
in the State of Mississippi
are currently closed,” said
MMRLS Executive Direc-
tor Josh Haidet. “Even so,
the decision to close was a
tremendously difficult one to
make, and we really miss our
patrons. I am proud of our li-
brary team member’s efforts
as they continue to engage
with the community in a safe
and responsible way, while
working to improve and
adapt library services during
this crisis.”

The Mid-Mississippi Re-
gional Library System serves
Attala, Holmes, Leake,

Montgomery, and Winston
Counties.

Patrons can contact the li-
brary via email at: director@
mmrls.lib.ms.us, or by call-
ing 662-289-5151.

3 CEMETERY PLOTS
in Odd Fellows Cemetery,
Lexington, known as Lot No.
606 in the 1967 Addition.
Includes a Trust Receipt, No.
376, held in trust by the City
of Lexington with the interest
to be used for the upkeep and
maintenance of Lot 606.
Call Bruce Hill at 662-417-
9944 to arrange for transfer
of Trust Receipt and warranty
deed for Lot 606. $1500 total.
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STILL LOOKING FOR
the burial site of Joseph
Sephas Ables (1801-1870)
and Susan Jolly Ables (1802-
1870). Last known home
location was in the Richland
Beat. If you have any info

email Robert Wright at
rw56344@gmail.com
7-25ttn

MOBILE HOME FOR SALE
Must be moved!!!

2 bedroom, 1 bath, $6,000.00
Call 662-834-1210




