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There’s nothing like 
the sound of a gobble at 
daylight. If you’re close 
enough, it seems it rever-
berates throughout the hol-
lows and ridges. It will truly 
make you wide awake like 
nothing else. The method 
most of us use to cause a 
tom to gobble is by using 
some kind of shock call. 

For you non-turkey hunt-
ers a shock call is simply 
a loud noise that is made 
which causes a gobbler to 
react to the sound by gob-
bling. 

There are also other calls 
which are used like an owl 
hoot. I’m not totally sure but 
I think the turkey despises 
the old hoot owl so much 
that when he hears one he 
just fusses back at it by 
gobbling.  But whether you 
shock one or owl hoot or 
crow call, the results are the 
same; a turkey is located.

It seems to me the old 
gobbler is a cantankerous 
bird. When something unex-
pected happens, he fusses. 
When some other creature 
wants to sing out, he fusses. 
When something is differ-
ent or interrupts his normal 
routine, he fusses. But what 
he doesn’t realize is by his 
responses and reactions he 
lets everyone know where 
he is. And in turkey hunting 
that’s good for the hunter 
and not good for him. He 
reminds me of some people 
I know. They are fine when 
everything goes their way 
and when everything is 
as it should be, and when 
there are no unexpected in-
terruptions or unplanned 
circumstances. But when 
something happens out of 
the ordinary, they fuss and 
complain. 

It may be the clerk at the 
grocery store who smashes 
his bread or the waitress at 
the restaurant who gets his 
order wrong, but again, the 
results are the same. What 
he doesn’t realize is by his 
actions he is letting every-
one know where he is. He 
is telling the world around 
him what you see might 
not be what you get. He is 
telling everyone what is re-
ally inside. I think he forgets 
about his own imperfections 
and his own mental lapses. 
He seems to demand more 
from others than he does 
from himself. 

I hope you’re not that 
way because the true test 
of Christian character is 
not how you act during the 
expected but how you react 
when you are shocked by 
the unexpected.
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Fordyce designated six (6) 
counties in the State of 
Mississippi as the primary 
natural disaster area. Pro-
ducers in Attala, Clarke, 
Jasper, Lauderdale, Simp-
son, and Yazoo counties 
who suffered physical dam-
age and losses caused by 
tornadoes, excessive rain-
fall, and flash flooding that 
occurred on February 5, 
2020, may be eligible for 

Emergency support to
producers in surrounding 
counties/border state also available

USDA designates six 
Mississippi counties as a 
primary natural disaster area

U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) Farm Ser-
vice Agency (FSA) emer-
gency loans.

This natural disaster desig-
nation allows FSA to extend 
much-needed emergency 
credit to producers recover-
ing from natural disasters. 
Emergency loans can be used 
to meet various recovery 
needs including the replace-
ment of essential items such 
as equipment or livestock, 
reorganization of a farming 

operation or the refinance of 
certain debts.

Producers in the contigu-
ous Mississippi counties of 
Carroll, Choctaw, Copiah, 
Covington, Hinds, Holmes, 
Humphreys, Issaquena, Jef-
ferson Davis, Jones, Kem-
per, Lawrence, Leake, 
Madison, Montgomery, 
Neshoba, Newton, Rankin, 
Scott, Sharkey, Smith, War-
ren, Wayne and Winston 
are also eligible to apply for 
emergency loans.

The deadline to apply for 
these emergency loans is 
November 19, 2020.

FSA will review the loans 

based on the extent of losses, 
security available and repay-
ment ability.

FSA has a variety of addi-
tional programs to help farm-
ers recover from the impacts 
of this disaster. FSA pro-
grams that do not require a 
disaster declaration include: 
Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybees and 
Farm-Raised Fish Program; 
Emergency Conservation 
Program; Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program; Livestock 
Indemnity Program; Oper-
ating and Farm Ownership 
Loans; and the Tree Assis-
tance Program.

Farmers may contact their 
local USDA service center 
for further information on 
eligibility requirements and 
application procedures for 
these and other programs. 

Additional information 
is also available online at 
https://www.farmers.gov/re-
cover.


