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Press Release
On April 5, 2020 Mis-

sissippi’s Major Disaster 
Declaration was approved 
by President Trump. This 
request covers all counties 
for the Coronavirus (CO-
VID-19). At this time 142 
entities within the state of 
Mississippi have applied for 
Public Assistance.

During a Presidential Di-
saster Declaration, Public 
Assistance programs can 
help provide federal grants 
to local and state govern-
ments, as well as certain 
non-profit organizations. 
This is not for individuals. 
Individual Assistance is still 
under review by FEMA.

FEMA provides the fol-
lowing guidance on the 
types of emergency pro-
tective measures that may 
be eligible under FEMA’s 
Public Assistance Program 
in accordance with the CO-
VID-19 Emergency Decla-
ration in order to ensure that 
resource constraints do not 
inhibit efforts to respond to 
this unprecedented disaster.

FEMA GUIDANCE
Eligible Assistance
Under the COVID-19 

Emergency Declaration de-
scribed above, FEMA may 
provide assistance for emer-
gency protective measures 
including, but not limited to, 
the following, if not funded 
by the HHS/CDC or other 
federal agency. While some 
activities listed may be eli-
gible for funding through 
HHS/CDC, final reimburse-

Mississippi declared major 
disaster, public assistance available

ment determinations will 
be coordinated by HHS and 
FEMA. FEMA will not du-
plicate any assistance pro-
vided by HHS/CDC):

Management, control and 
reduction of immediate 
threats to public health and 
safety:

• Emergency Operation 
Center costs

• Learn more at fema.gov/
public-assistance-policy-
and-guidance March 19, 
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• Training specific to the 
declared event

• Disinfection of eligible 
public facilities

• Technical assistance to 
state, tribal, territorial or 
local governments on emer-
gency management and 
control of immediate threats 
to public health and safety

Emergency medical care:
• Non‐deferrable medical 

treatment of infected per-
sons in a shelter or tempo-
rary medical facility

• Related medical facility 
services and supplies

• Temporary medical fa-
cilities and/or enhanced 
medical/hospital capacity 
(for treatment when exist-
ing facilities are reason-
ably forecasted to become 
overloaded in the near term 
and cannot accommodate 
the patient load or to quar-
antine potentially infected 
persons)

• Use of specialized medi-
cal equipment

• Medical waste disposal
• Emergency medical 

transport
Medical sheltering (e.g. 

when existing facilities are 
reasonably forecasted to be-
come overloaded in the near 
future and cannot accom-
modate needs):

-All sheltering must be 
conducted in accordance 
with standards and/or guid-
ance approved by HHS/
CDC and must be imple-
mented in a manner that in-
corporates social distancing 
measures

-Non‐congregate medi-
cal sheltering is subject to 

prior approval by FEMA 
and is limited to that which 
is reasonable and necessary 
to address the public health 
needs of the event, is pursu-
ant to the direction of appro-
priate public health officials 
and does not extend beyond 
the duration of the Public 
Health Emergency

• Household pet shelter-
ing and containment actions 
related to household pets 
in accordance with CDC 
guidelines

• Purchase and distribution 
of food, water, ice, medi-
cine, and other consumable 
supplies, to include personal 
protective equipment and 
hazardous material suits

• Movement of supplies 
and persons

• Security and law en-

forcement
• Communications of gen-

eral health and safety infor-
mation to the public

• Search and rescue to lo-
cate and recover members 
of the population requiring 
assistance

• Reimbursement for state, 
tribe, territory and/or local 
government force account 
overtime costs

 Public Assistance Ap-
plicants can either apply 
directly for the Public As-
sistance Grant by visiting 
https://grantee.fema.gov or 
they can provide the follow-
ing information to recov-
ery1@mema.ms.gov

*Masks
(Continued from page 1.)
Additionally, MSDH 

recommends that all Mis-
sissippi residents wear lo-
cally produced (non-medical 

grade masks) or homemade 
cloth masks when leaving 
the home to perform es-
sential functions such as 
grocery shopping or filling 
prescriptions. This DOES 
NOT include manufactured 
(surgical) or N95 masks, 
which should be reserved for 
healthcare workers and first 
responders. This additional 
safety measure is especially 
important in areas where 
proper social distancing is 
difficult to maintain, such as 
grocery stores or other areas 
where essential supplies are 
obtained.

The best protection is stay-
ing home when possible and 
limiting travel outside the 
home. Obtain essential ser-
vices as infrequently as pos-
sible, and when doing so al-
ways maintain a distance of 
at least six feet.

Furthermore, MSDH rec-
ommends that essential com-

mercial operations, such as 
grocery stores, pharmacies, 
and convenience stores, take 
every measure to ensure so-
cial distancing and proper 
hand hygiene. Customers 
should have ready access to 
hand sanitizer. All shopping 
carts should be sanitized 
between uses. Every effort 
should be made to prevent 
crowding within stores in-
cluding in the aisles, outside 
the store, and at checkout. 
Again, patrons should al-
ways maintain a distance of 
at least six feet from one an-
other.

For more information on 
the latest guidance and case 
updates, download the free 
MS Ready mobile app or 
visit the MSDH website at 
www.HealthyMS.com/co-
vid-19.

Follow MSDH by e-mail 
and social media at www.
HealthyMS.com/connect.


