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Visit us in Tchula, Lexington, 
Durant, Pickens and Canton.

Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  •  662-653-4106  
15481 Bowling Green Road •  Durant, MS

Need help getting approved 
for Long Term Care?

Let us guide you through 
the application process.

HAMMETT MOTOR CO.HAMMETT MOTOR CO.
INTERSECTION OF
 HWY. 12 W & 51 N
INTERSECTION OF
 HWY. 12 W & 51 N

662-653-3141
DURANT

662-653-3141
DURANT

REBATES
AVAILABLE!

REBATES
AVAILABLE!
CHECK OUT OUR 

PRE-OWNED 
VEHICLES @

www.hammettmotorco.com

FINANCING LOW AS

 0% 
UP TO 72 MONTHS

ON SELECT MODELS

FINANCING LOW AS

 0% 
UP TO 72 MONTHS

ON SELECT MODELS

Close-out Prices 
on 2019 Models
Close-out Prices 
on 2019 Models

2020 MODELS 
NOW IN STOCK

LEXINGTON
HOME CENTER
LEXINGTON
HOME CENTER

662-834-9007

New Manager 
Bubber Carnathan

New Manager 
Bubber Carnathan

LEXINGTON 
EYE CARE CLINIC

Call for appointment 662-834-2982
Open Mon. - Thurs., 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Closed for Lunch, Noon to 1 p.m.
SEE US FOR:

• Routine Eye Exams
• Eye Glasses & 

Contact Lens Services
•Diabetic Eye Exams

• Red Eyes
• Dry Eyes

• Glaucoma 
Management

• Cataracts

Businesses and Services Directory

Press Release
Tornadoes and damaging 

storms that swept through 
the state Easter Sunday after-
noon and evening, killing 11 
Mississippians also caused 
devasting losses to the poul-
try industry.

Tom Tabler, poultry spe-
cialist with the Mississippi 
State University Extension 
Service, said the most sig-
nificant damage to the state’s 
poultry industry occurred 
in the Covington County 
area near Collins, Missis-
sippi. Poultry was worth an 
estimated $2.7 billion to the 
state in 2019.

Early indications are that at 
least 90 poultry houses were 
damaged or destroyed, along 
with an additional six breed-
er houses. Other houses are 
operating on generators 
for power. Reports contin-
ued to come in through the 
day Monday as roads were 
cleared of trees, and damage 
estimates may rise.

“Sanderson Farms’ grow-
ers suffered the most losses, 
with at least 60 broiler hous-
es and six breeder houses de-

State’s poultry industry 
hurt by Easter tornadoes

Mississippi’s poultry industry sustained heavy losses from storms that ripped through 
the state Easter afternoon and evening. These poultry houses near Soso in Jones Coun-
ty, Mississippi, were destroyed by tornado April 12, 2020.           (Photo by WXChasing)

stroyed in the Collins area,” 
Tabler said. “They also had 
breeder houses destroyed 
at some of their other loca-
tions.”

Wayne Farms’ growers 
have about 20 houses with 
some damage in the Laurel/
Soso area. Many of these 
houses did not have birds 
in them when they were hit. 
Growers for Peco Foods 
at Bay Springs had heavy 
losses, with 11 houses that 
are either down or damaged. 
By noon Monday, officials 
had not been able to confirm 
other damage.

Tyson Foods, located 
mostly around Carthage, 
Forest and Magee, seems to 
have experienced no damage 
from the Easter storms. Mar-
Jac, with facilities mostly in 
the Waynesboro area, also 
seems to have suffered no 
poultry losses, but a broiler 
manager lost his personal 
house to the storms.

“Although some houses 
were between flocks and 
empty, many of these hous-
es had chickens in them,” 
Tabler said. “Some would 

have been chicks just a few 
days old, while others would 
have been flocks nearly 
ready for harvest.”

The Mississippi Board of 
Animal Health is involved 
with the live animals. When 
possible, chickens are moved 
to other houses.

Mary Beck, head of the 
MSU Department of Poul-
try Science, commented on 
the devastating effects the 
tornados had to the poultry 
industry in Mississippi, par-
ticularly to Peco, Wayne and 
Sanderson Farms.

“As always when disas-
ter strikes this industry that 
is so important to this state, 
Mississippi State Univer-
sity and the poultry science 
department Extension team 
are here to help in any way 
we can,” Beck said. “We 
are available by phone, text, 
email and videoconferenc-
ing to answer questions or 
provide expertise on topics 
ranging from bird welfare to 
grower safety.”

No dollar figure has been 
assigned yet to the losses, 
but Tabler provided some 

specifics to help grasp the 
magnitude of the losses.

“A new broiler house to-
day is 46 feet wide by 500 
feet long or sometimes lon-
ger,” Tabler said. “Depend-
ing on the features built into 
the house, they may cost 
$300,000 to $325,000 per 
house and raise about 25,000 
chickens.”

James Henderson is the 
head of the MSU Coastal Re-
search and Extension Center 
in Biloxi, which includes 21 
county Extension offices in 
southeast Mississippi where 
the poultry industry was 
hardest hit.

“The poultry industry in 
South Mississippi took a 
big hit yesterday with the 

tornado damage, but Exten-
sion agents in every county 
and the state specialists at 
MSU are ready to help and 
provide guidance as farmers, 
timberland owners, and food 
and fiber industry producers 
work to move forward on the 
path to recovery,” Hender-
son said.


