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Press Release
Alliance Defending Free-

dom attorneys representing 
Greenville’s Temple Baptist 
Church filed suit in federal 
district court Friday to chal-
lenge Mayor Errick Sim-
mons’ April 7 executive or-
der that bans drive-in church 
services until the Missis-
sippi governor lifts a state-
wide shelter-in-place order 
prompted by the COVID-19 
pandemic. The governor’s 
order includes no such ban 
and identifies churches as an 
“essential business or opera-
tion.”

The lawsuit came about 
after members of Temple 
Baptist Church drove to 
the church’s parking lot on 
Wednesday night and stayed 
in their cars, as the church in-
structed, with their windows 
rolled up while listening to 
Pastor Arthur Scott preach 
a sermon over a low-power 

ADF files suit on behalf of Mississippi church 
subjected to city’s ban on ‘drive in’ church services
Greenville police ticketed members $500 each inside their cars

FM radio frequency from a 
microphone inside the empty 
church building. Despite the 
fact that no one left their 
cars, which numbered fewer 
than 20, eight uniformed 
police officers arrived at the 
service and issued tickets of 
$500 per person for violat-
ing the mayor’s ban, which 
does not apply to drive-in 
restaurants like the nearby 
Sonic Drive-In that reported-
ly often has more cars pres-
ent than at Temple Baptist’s 
drive-in services.

“Government is clearly 
overstepping its authority 
when it singles out churches 
for punishment, especially 
in a ridiculous fashion like 
this,” said ADF Senior Coun-
sel Ryan Tucker, director of 
the ADF Center for Chris-
tian Ministries. “In Green-
ville, you can be in your car 
at a drive-in restaurant, but 
you can’t be in your car at 

a drive-in church service. 
That’s not only nonsensical, 
it’s unconstitutional, too.”

“The whole point of con-
ducting a drive-in church 
service is to respect the 
health and safety of others,” 
added ADF Senior Counsel 
Jeremiah Galus. “No one 
at Temple Baptist’s service 
even got out of their cars, 
and yet they were ticketed 
$500 per person under the 
mayor’s baseless ban.”

The church has been con-
ducting drive-in church ser-
vices for the last three weeks 
in an effort to respect social-
distancing recommendations 
from federal, state, and local 
authorities during the coro-
navirus crisis.

Simmons’ ban “orders all 
church buildings closed for 
in person and drive in church 
services, until the State of 
Mississippi’s Shelter In 
Place Executive Order No. 

1466 is lifted by Governor 
Tate Reeves.” Reeves’ order 
includes no such ban, and he 
made clear at a press confer-
ence prior to issuing the or-
der that municipalities may 
use their local emergency 
power in response to COV-
ID-19 so long as it “does not 
directly conflict with allow-
ing for what the state order 
says.”

The complaint filed in 
Temple Baptist Church v. 
City of Greenville, filed 
with the U.S. District Court 
for the Northern District of 
Mississippi, asks the court 
to rule the mayor’s ban un-
constitutional and bar its en-
forcement for running afoul 
of the freedoms protected by 
the First Amendment. Na-
than Kellum, one of more 
than 3,100 attorneys allied 
with ADF, is serving as local 
counsel in the case on behalf 
of the church.

*COVID-19 Testing
(Continued from page 1.)

Triage telehealth smartphone 
app. UMMC and C Spire 
have partnered to make the 
screening free to all Missis-
sippians.

Mississippians who are 
screened as being at high 
risk for having COVID-19 
are given an appointment 
at a testing site to provide a 
specimen sample, via a nose 
swab, without exiting their 
vehicle.

The fastest and easiest way 
to get screened and tested is 
with the C Spire Health app. 
It’s available daily from 8 
a.m.-8 p.m.

Those using the C Spire 
Health app will be given an 
appointment if a medical 
provider determines their 
level of risk for COVID-19 is 
high. They’ll be asked ques-
tions about symptoms, in-
cluding fever, cough, short-
ness of breath or sore throat. 
UMMC will contact those 
tested with their results.

Those without smart-
phones can call (601) 496-
7200. 

Anyone not experiencing 
symptoms is asked not to use 
the app or call.

Anyone determined to be 
at low risk for infection will 
receive instructions on social 
distancing, home isolation 
and self-care – and told to 
call back if symptoms wors-
en.

April 16 - Marissa 
Hamberlin, Leslie Burden, 
Leroy Horton, Jr., Blair 
Williamson, Sherry Rounds, 
Connor Chisolm, Alison H. 
Sheppeard

April 17 - Breann Bell, 
George Broadnax, Sr., Sarah 
Cohen, John Ashley, Dodd 
Turner, Toby Smith, Walker 
Winstead

April 18 - Sara Hudson, 
April Wooten, Derrick 
Williams, Bethy Edwards 
Jones, Charlie O’Briant

April 19 - Towanda 
Jordan, Kevin Thomas, 
Macie Bigbee, Morgan 
Bigbee, Jeffrey Cohen

April 20 - Eva Dickerson, 
Richard Jones, Sheryll 
Murtagh, Michael Sanford, 
Shanna Smith, Cate Barnes 
Cain, Bobby Anderson

April 21 - William 
Cade, Kristin Hocutt, Luke 
Johnson, Teagan Allen, 
Dewayne Caldwell, Crystal 
Greco, Jeremy Jackson

April 22 - Ernest Wilson, 
Jr., Don McBride, Janie 
Wynne, Lacey Lewis, Marty 
Keith, Rone Thomas Tate, 
Brian Robinson

April 16 - Drennan and 
Susan Word

April 17 - Steve and Renee 
Newton, Ricky and Kathy 
Winstead

April 19 - Matt and Lacy 
Hathcock, Mr. and Mrs. 
Allin Murphy

April 20 - Jack and Shirley 
Ables

April 21 - Jack and Jan 
McCrory

April 22 - Dale and Jan 
McBride, Edward and 
Genette Pierce, Ben and 
Alissa Brown

To add your birthdays and 
anniversaries to our list, please 
send your information by mail 
to P.O. Box 60, Lexington, 
MS 39095; fax 662-834-1074; 
email to hcherald@gmail.
com; or stop by our office at 
308 Court Square in Lexing-
ton. No phone calls, please.

Happy 
Birthday

Happy 
Anniversary


