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Crossword Puzzle
Q: My three-year-old son 

tends to react physically 
when he’s mad at a preschool 
classmate instead of talking 
it out and letting the teachers 
intervene. We have encour-
aged him to use words when 
he’s angry, but he doesn’t 
seem to get it. Today he bit 
a classmate (the second time 
in a year this has happened), 
and got sent home. I fed 
him lunch and then confined 
him for the rest of the day 
to his bedroom. From now 
on, I plan on sending him to 
school every day with a “be-
havior report card.” He’ll get 
a mark for hitting, not obey-
ing, and snatching toys from 
other kids. If he gets three 
marks in a day (morning, 
actually), I’ll confine him 
to his room at home. Your 
thoughts?

A: My immediate thought 
is that boys, by nature, are 
more aggressive than girls. 
My second thought is that 
the problems you’re de-
scribing are not that unusual 
when it comes to three-year-
old boys and aren’t, in and of 
themselves, cause for alarm. 
This is not to say that ag-
gression from a boy that age 
ought to be overlooked, but 
female teachers and mothers 
are more shocked by it than 
are males, including most 
dads. (But then, women are 
even more shocked when 
aggressive behavior comes 
from a girl.)

There is no apocalyptic 
significance to the sort of 
behavior you’re describing. 
Even occasional biting—
which tends to provoke near-
hysteria among preschool 
staff (and mothers of bitten 
children)—is not pathologi-
cal at this age and does not 
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predict later adjustment 
problems. In the previous 
sentence, however, “occa-
sional” is the operative word.

Boys are also more impul-
sive than girls and language 
is not their natural problem-
solving medium. Trying to 
persuade your son to “use 
words” when he’s angry is 
a laudable effort, to be sure, 
but you’re not likely to ob-
tain much success with this 
approach for another year 
or two…or three. This is an-
other example of women ex-
pecting boys to be more like 
girls. 

As you’ve discovered, 
boys respond to concrete 
consequences. At much ear-
lier ages, girls respond to 
words and are more success-
ful at using them in social 
negotiations.

Your “Three Strikes, 
You’re Out!” plan is pretty 
much along the lines of the 
approach I generally recom-
mend in situations of this 
sort. I would only add 15 
minutes of in-school time-
out when one of the target 
misbehaviors occurs. Tak-
ing him out of the group for 
that period of time will give 
him an opportunity to calm 
down and “reset.” It will also 
strengthen the “Don’t!” mes-
sage. 

And yes, if he bites or hits, 
his teachers should remove 
him from the group, call you, 
and keep him isolated until 
you arrive to take him home.

In the final analysis, the 
success of this plan hinges 
on everyone keeping their 
cool and cutting him no 
slack.

Family psychologist John 
Rosemond: johnrosemond.
com, parentguru.com.

*Circuit Court
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#19-0008, Dewayne Lewis, 
Jr., Ct. I aggravated assault, 
Ct. II robbery; case #20-0033, 
Derry Travis, aggravated as-
sault; case #20-0037, Adrine 
Howard, attempted burglary 
of a dwelling; case #12-0053, 
Percy L. Murphy, 2 counts 
felony bad check (bw); case 
#17-0053, Aavon Coffer, bur-
glary-breaking & entering of 
occupied dwelling (bw).

On Friday, May 1, pleas 
will be heard.

On Monday, May 4, cases 
to be heard are: case #17-
0104, Wilson Jones, Ct. I 
capital murder, Ct. II credit 
card fraud habitual offend-
er; case #20-0029, Markei 
Johnson, attempted murder; 
case #20-0017, Artavious 
Brown, Ct. I armed robbery, 
Ct. II attempted murder; case 
#20-0034, Henry Smart, ag-
gravated assault; case #19-
0010, Marshall Howard, 
armed robbery; case #19-
0042, Lloyd Meeks, receiv-
ing stolen property habitual 
offender; case #19-0050, 
Norman Powell, Jr., Ct. I ag-

gravated assault, Ct. II & III 
malicious mischief.

On Tuesday, May 5, drug 
court will be held.

On Wednesday, May 6, 
cases to be heard are: case 
#2016-0099, Maurice Day 
vs. Mississippi Residential 
Property Underwriting, et 
al; case #2018-0217, Pin-
nacle Agriculture Distribu-
tion Inc., dba Sanders vs. 
Edmond Clark; case #18-
0084, Craig Thomas, Ct. I 
shooting into an occupied 
dwelling, Ct. II aggravated 
assault;  case #19-0037, Mi-
chael Fisher, assault on law 
enforcement; case #20-0011, 
Kendrick Hodges, Sr., aggra-
vated assault domestic vio-
lence; case #20-0032, Daniel 
McBride, aggravated assault 
domestic violence; case #20-
0026, Juan Grant, burglary-
breaking and entering of oc-
cupied dwelling.

On Thursday, May 7, cases 
to be heard are: case #2017-
0110, Terry Dixon et al vs. 
Garius Winston, et al; case 
#2019-0119, Good Samari-
tan Ecumenical Church vs. 
Boys and Girls Community 

Learning, et al; case #20-
0042, Terrance Miler, Ct. I 
& II aggravated assault; case 
#19-0044, Richard Hay-
wood, Ct. I possession of 
firearm by convicted felon, 
Ct. II possession of con-
trolled substance with in-
tent habitual offender; case 
#20-0018, Ronnie Madison, 
burglary-occupied dwelling 
habitual offender.

On Friday, May 8, appeal 
cases will be heard.

On Monday, May 11, cases 
to be heard are: case #20-
0006, Willie R. Lewis, mur-
der; case #19-0049, Norman 
Powell Jr., aggravated as-
sault; case #19-0049, Mon-
tavian Oliver, aggravated 
assault; case #20-0020, Lin-
da Fisher, Ct. I aggravated 
assault, Ct. II aggravated 
assault; case #20-0041, 
William Newman, Ct. I ag-
gravated assault-domestic, 
Ct. II kidnapping.

On Tuesday, May 12, drug 
court will be held.

On Wednesday, May 13, 
cases to be heard are: case 
#20-0030, Zamarcus Smith, 
Ct. I murder, Ct. II attempted 
murder, Ct. III aggravated 

assault, Ct. IV shooting into 
a motor vehicle; case #20-
0007, TaJarrvis Haymon, 
armed robbery, kidnap-
ping, aggravated assault and 
armed robbery; case #20-
0007, Crystal Pernell, armed 
robbery, kidnapping, ag-
gravated assault and armed 
robbery; case #20-0007, Ja-
marcus Williams, armed rob-
bery, kidnapping, aggravated 
assault and armed robbery; 
case #20-0004, Leonard 
Black, armed robbery; case 
#20-0038, Sean Alexander, 
aggravated assault; case 
#20-0038, Johnny Myles, 
aggravated assault; case #20-
0038, Daniel Nelson, aggra-
vated assault; case #20-0038, 
Kyle Yancy, aggravated as-
sault; case #20-0043, Robert 
Chambers, Ct. I felony flee-
ing, Ct. II aggravated assault 
on a law enforcement officer, 
Ct. III possession of a con-
trolled substance with intent.

On Thursday, May 14, cas-
es to be heard are: case #19-
0053, Byrekus Washington, 
Ct. I murder, Ct. II & III ag-
gravated assault; case #20-
0011, Kendrick Hodges Sr., 
aggravated assault domestic 

violence; case #20-0002, 
Fredrick Fisher, aggravated 
assault domestic violence; 
case #20-0023, Scott James, 
aggravated assault domestic 
violence.

On Friday, May 15, cases 
to be heard are: case #20-
0007, Reginald Randle, ag-
gravated assault domestic 
violence; case #20-0027, 
Orlando Cicero Jr., attempt-
ed escape; case #20-0027, 
Steven Groves, attempted 
escape.

On Monday, May 18, 
cases to be heard are: case 
#2019-0017, Pretzea Love, 
Ct. I capital murder, Ct. II 
aggravated assault, Ct. III 
armed robbery, Ct. IV armed 
robbery, Ct. V possession of 
firearm by convicted felon, 
Ct. VI armed robbery ha-
bitual offender; case #2019-
0017, Damantreas Love, 
Ct. I capital murder, Ct. II 
aggravated assault, Ct. III 
armed robbery, Ct. IV armed 
robbery, Ct. VI armed rob-
bery; case #2019-0017, Ja-
mar Newsome, Ct. I capital 
murder, Ct. II aggravated 
assault, Ct. III armed rob-
bery, Ct. IV armed robbery, 

Ct. VI armed robbery; case 
#20-0039, Johnny L. Stokes, 
Cts. I & II aggravated assault 
domestic violence, Ct. III ag-
gravated assault; case #20-
0003, Artavious Brown, Ct. I 
attempted armed robbery, Ct. 
II aggravated assault; case 
#20-0010, Jackie Washing-
ton, felony child abuse; case 
#20-00119, Johnny Ansley, 
aggravated assault.

On Tuesday, May 19, drug 
court will be held.

On Wednesday, May 20, 
cases to be heard are: case 
#20-0005, Demarquis Wil-
liams, murder; case #20-
0015, William Kennedy, Ct. 
I armed robbery, Ct. II kid-
napping, Ct. III kidnapping, 
Ct. IV kidnapping, Ct. V kid-
napping, Ct. VI aggravated 
assault domestic violence; 
case #20-0022, Chukeel 
Parks, possession of contra-
band in correctional facility.

On Thursday, May 21, 
case to be heard is: case #20-
0009, DeMarcus D. Waters, 
aggravated assault on a law 
enforcement officer, felony 
fleeing.

On Friday, May 22, there 
will be arraignments. 


