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Associated Press
Mississippi Gov. Tate 

Reeves said Monday that he 
believes the state is reaching 
a “plateau” in the increase 
of new coronavirus cases, 
and he will consider in 
coming days how the state 
should ease into reopening 
parts of its economy.

“We are confident ... that 
our health care system is not 
going to be overwhelmed,” 
Reeves said during a news 
conference, joined by the 
state health officer.

Reeves’s statewide stay-
at-home order began the 
evening of April 3 and re-
mains in place until April 27. 
Many businesses deemed 
“nonessential” have been 
closed, and claims for un-
employment benefits have 
skyrocketed in Mississippi, 
as in other states.

Republican Reeves an-
nounced late last week that 
starting Monday, some of 
those closed businesses, in-
cluding clothing stores and 
florists, could sell items for 
delivery or curbside pickup. 
Some smaller businesses 
had said they were losing 
money to big chain stores 
that have remained open. 
The chain stores are selling 
groceries and other items, 
including clothes.

The state health officer, 
Dr. Thomas Dobbs, said 
Monday: “Big box stores 
are still pretty crowded. It 
makes me very nervous. 
And I’m not seeing a lot of 
folks wearing masks in the 
community, necessarily.”

Mississippi lakes and 
beaches have the gover-
nor’s permission to reopen, 
with decisions made by 
local authorities. Reeves 
has said people should not 
gather in large groups, and 

Mississippi reaching 
‘plateau’ in virus cases, governor says

Following direction from Gov. Tate Reeves, these fishermen maintain a distance from 
each other while taking advantage of finally being allowed to fish from the Ross Bar-
nett Reservoir spillway public fishing piers, Monday, April 20, 2020 in Ridgeland, 
Miss. Reeves allowed for the loosening of certain restrictions pertaining to use of the 
public beaches and lakes statewide in an effort to slowly regain a degree of normalcy.  
                                                            (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)

Gavin Robbins of Jayess shows off an 80 pound channel catfish that was caught by 
his father Eban Robbins on the Ridgeland, Miss., side of the Ross Barnett Reservoir 
spillway shore, Monday, April 20, 2020. Robbins and his father Eban Robbins, trav-
eled over 95 miles early in the morning so as to get their favorite spots along the spill-
way shore. Following the direction from Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves, the fishermen 
maintained a distance from each other while fishing. On Monday, Reeves allowed for 
the loosening of certain restrictions pertaining to use of the public beaches and lakes 
statewide in an effort to slowly regain a degree of normalcy. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)

Duane Akon, client services manager with American Es-
oteric Laboratories of Memphis, checks each COVID-19 
collection bag submitted by the Delta Health Center staff 
during their free COVID-19 testing in Mound Bayou, 
Miss., Thursday, April 16, 2020. 
          (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)

Daniela Dahman, 9, reacts as her father Jamie Dahman calms and restrains his son Anton Dahman, 3, as he braces 
for a nasal swab swipe by one of the Delta Health Center staff at a free drive-thu COVID-19 testing facility at the 
center’s Dr. H. Jack Geiger Medical Center in Mound Bayou, Miss., Thursday, April 16, 2020. The center offered 
free testing to anyone with no pre-testing appointment and no out-of-pocket charges whether they had insurance or 
not.                 (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)

they should maintain dis-
tance from each other. One 
of the coastal counties has 
reopened beaches. Doz-
ens of people were fishing 
Monday at the Ross Barnett 
Reservoir near Jackson.

Reeves on Monday cau-
tioned that health officials 
must remain vigilant about 
the potential for virus out-
breaks among vulnerable 
people, particularly in long-
term care facilities. And, he 
said social-distancing mea-
sures will remain in place 
even after more businesses 
start reopening.

The state Health Depart-
ment said Monday that Mis-
sissippi had at least 4,512 
confirmed cases and 169 
deaths from the coronavirus 
as of Sunday evening. That 
was an increase of 238 cases 
and 10 deaths from the pre-
vious day. The state’s popu-
lation is about 3 million.

The department said 
Monday that coronavirus 
cases had been confirmed 
in at least 77 long-term care 
facilities such as nursing 
homes.

For most people, the 
coronavirus causes mild or 
moderate symptoms, such 
as fever and cough. But 
for others, especially older 
adults and people with ex-
isting health problems, the 
highly contagious virus can 
cause severe symptoms and 
be fatal.

The Health Department 
said 51,434 coronavirus 
tests had been done in the 
state as of Sunday.

Dobbs said Monday that 
he thinks public and private 
labs have done a “Hercu-
lean task” for testing. In re-
sponse to questions, Dobbs 

said he wants the state to 
double its testing capac-
ity. He also said he wants 
same-day test results. Some 
results are now taking days.

The chief of the Mis-
sissippi Band of Choctaw 
Indians, Cyrus Ben, said 
Saturday that he has tested 
positive for COVID-19, and 
he is urging people to fol-
low advice of health pro-
fessionals to try to slow the 
spread of the highly conta-
gious virus.

Ben said in a video posted 
to the tribe’s Facebook page 
that he had not experienced 
any symptoms. He said 
he is quarantined with his 
family and is continuing to 
work remotely.

“It only takes one person 
who has been exposed to 
the virus to go out in public 
and expose everyone that 
they could come in contact 
with,” Ben said. “That in-
cludes their families, their 
friends. And that is why we 
say take precaution, be vigi-
lant.”

The Choctaws have 
11,000 members in 10 of 
Mississippi’s 82 counties. 
The tribe’s Pearl River Re-
sort in central Mississippi’s 
Neshoba County has two 
casinos and hotels. The re-
sort is closed indefinitely 
because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, and the tribe an-
nounced Friday that it was 
putting most of the resort 
employees on unpaid fur-
lough.

Mississippi’s state-regu-
lated casinos, run by private 
businesses and not by the 
tribe, have also been closed 
for weeks because of the 
pandemic.


