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Press Releases
U.S. Senator Cindy Hyde-

Smith (R-Miss.), a mem-
ber of the Senate Labor, 
Health and Human Services 
(HHS), and Education Ap-
propriations Subcommittee, 
reported on Thursday, April 
23, that Mississippi schools 
will share more than $169.8 
million from the CARES 
Act Elementary and Sec-
ondary School Relief Fund.  
The funding is provided 
with flexibility for the state 
and local school districts to 
support K-12 education dur-
ing the ongoing COVID-19 
emergency, including dis-
tance learning and planning 
for the next school year. 

The U.S. Department of 
Education indicates that 
90% of these funds will be 
allocated by the state educa-
tional agency (SEA) directly 
to local educational agencies 
based on their share of title I 
funding. The remaining 10% 
will be available at the SEAs 
discretionary, including for 
state-wide activities.

Flexible CARES Act
 funds empower state 
and local education 

leaders to think creatively 
to address student, 

educator needs during 
national emergency

U.S. Secretary of Educa-
tion Betsy DeVos announced 
on Thursday, April 23, that 

Secretary DeVos allocates over $13 billion emergency 
coronavirus relief to continued education for K-12 students

more than $13.2 billion in 
emergency relief funds are 
now available to state and 
local education agencies to 
support continued learning 
for K-12 students whose 
educations have been dis-
rupted by the coronavirus. 
This funding is allocated by 
the Coronavirus Aid, Re-
lief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act, which was 
signed by President Donald 
J. Trump less than a month 
ago. Education leaders will 
have the flexibility to use 
funds from the Elementary 
and Secondary School Edu-
cation Relief Fund (ESSER 
Fund) for immediate needs, 
such as tools and resources 
for distance education, en-
suring student health and 
safety, and developing and 
implementing plans for the 
next school year.

“This national emergency 
continues to shine a light on 
the need for all schools to be 
more agile,” said Secretary 
DeVos. “Now is the time to 
truly rethink education and 
to get creative about how we 
meet each student’s unique 
needs. The funding made 
available today has very few 
bureaucratic strings attached 
and empowers local educa-
tion leaders to do just that. I 
encourage them to focus on 
investing in the technology, 
distance learning resources, 

Senator Hyde-Smith says Mississippi will share over $169.9 million
training and long-term plan-
ning that will help education 
continue for both teach-
ers and students, no matter 
where learning takes place.”

Local leaders are empow-
ered with the flexibility to 
determine how to use their 
ESSER funds, as long as 
they are used in ways that 
comply with applicable fed-
eral education laws. The 
ESSER Fund has important 
safeguards in place to en-
sure that this funding goes to 
help students continue learn-
ing. State education agen-
cies (SEAs) must allocate 
90% of their ESSER funds 
to local education agencies 
(LEAs), including public 
charter schools, in propor-
tion to the amount of FY 
2019 funds the LEA received 
under Title I, Part A of the 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act. Up to 10% of 
the SEA’s award may be re-
tained for the state agency to 
use to address needs related 
to responding to coronavi-
rus. After one year, SEAs 
must return any funds that 
have not been awarded, and 
the Secretary will reallocate 
those funds to the states. To 
see state allocations for the 
ESSER Fund, click here.

The Department imple-
mented a streamlined pro-
cess for states to apply for 
and receive this critical 

funding by cutting red tape 
and removing unnecessary 
delays. SEAs have until July 
1, 2020, to apply for ES-
SER funds by submitting a 
simple signed Certification 
and Agreement form to ES-
SERF@ed.gov. The Depart-
ment intends to process each 
submitted form within three 
business days of receipt. For 
more information, click here.

The funding allocations 
announced today are part 
of the nearly $31 billion 
Congress allocated to the 
Department to distribute to 
students, K-12 schools, and 
higher education institutions. 
The Department, at the Sec-
retary’s urging, has contin-
ued to make funds available 
as quickly as possible.

These action follows the 
Department’s earlier an-
nouncement of a turnkey 
waiver process allowing 
states to cancel federally 
mandated standardized test-
ing in response to wide-
spread school closures in the 
wake of the declaration of 
a national emergency. The 
Department also developed a 
streamlined process for pro-
viding states with funding 
flexibilities so that they can 
repurpose existing K-12 ed-
ucation funds for technology 
infrastructure and teacher 
training on remote learning 
and to move resources to ar-
eas of highest need. The De-
partment also moved quickly 
to provide guidance on en-
suring students with disabili-
ties have access to distance 
learning opportunities and 
to provide an extension for 
states that need additional 
time to develop career and 
technical education plans un-
der the Strengthening Career 
and Technical Education for 
the 21st Century Act (Per-
kins V).

Press Release
Mississippi drivers will 

receive credits totaling 
$60,815,207 from auto insur-
ers after a number of compa-
nies have filed requests with 
the Mississippi Insurance 
Department (MID).

“I am happy to approve 
these premium reductions so 
that Mississippians receive 

discounted rates,” said In-
surance Commissioner Mike 
Chaney. “Many people are 
not driving as much right 
now because of shelter-in-
place, emergency declara-
tions, and working from 
home. It only makes sense 
to discount what people are 
paying for automobile insur-
ance and to provide them 

Mississippi drivers to get more than 
$60 million back from auto insurers

some financial relief.”
Currently, the following 

insurers have notified MID 
of their credit programs. See 
the spreadsheet below with 
additional information. For 
additional updates regard-
ing auto premium discounts, 
please refer to our Corona-
virus webpage at https://bit.
ly/2VRr9bc

Press Release
The Community Founda-

tion for Mississippi (CFM), 
working with Mississippi 
Commission for Volunteer 
Service (Volunteer Mis-
sissippi), established the 

Governor Tate Reeves endorses state-wide relief 
fund with The Community Foundation for Mississippi

Mississippi Community 
Disaster Relief and Recov-
ery Fund as an initiative to 
create a state-wide pooled 
fund to respond to disasters 
in Mississippi, including 
COVID-19. “Charitable do-

nations will help our most 
vulnerable populations, in-
cluding but not limited to 
those who have lost their 
source of income, children, 
the homeless, first respond-
ers, senior citizens and vet-

erans,” said Jane Alexander, 
President of the Community 
Foundation.  “Funding will 
be disbursed to cover im-
mediate needs including but 
not limited to food, medi-
cal supplies, basic hygiene 
needs, temporary housing, 
and short term economic se-
curity.”   

These monies will be 
pooled and deployed to do 
the most good. An advi-
sory committee appointed 
by Volunteer Mississippi 
is responsible for the plan 
regarding deployment for 
resources during disasters 
or public health crises, like 
COVID-19. The Communi-
ty Foundation for Mississip-
pi will steward the contribu-
tions, and help execute the 
plan with identified partners 
who will implement it.

Coalition Partners include 
Volunteer Mississippi, the 
Mississippi Hub Network, 
the Mississippi Alliance of 
Nonprofits and Philanthro-
py, members of the Commu-
nity Foundations Network, 
United Ways in Mississippi, 
and Extra Table. These part-
ners bring knowledge and 
expertise and can help iden-
tify the organizations on the 

front lines that are effective-
ly providing help to those 
who need it most. These or-
ganizations also have rigor-
ous accountability measures 
in place, so donations will 
be stewarded appropriately 
and accounted for correctly.

Today at a press confer-
ence, Governor Tate Reeves 
announced that he has offi-
cially designated the Missis-
sippi Community Disaster 
Relief and Recovery Fund 
at the Community Founda-
tion for Mississippi as the 
official state-wide disaster 
fund.  He said, “In Missis-
sippi, there has been historic 
flooding, historic tornadoes, 
historic pandemic, and a 
historic surge in unemploy-
ment.  There is a greater 
need for help in Mississippi 
than in any time in modern 
memory.  If you have any 
ability to support your fel-
low Mississippians, there 
is great need, and by giving 
to this fund, Mississippians 
will know that monies will 
be pushed to the hardest-hit 
areas quickly and efficient-
ly.”

 “The goal of these pooled 
contributions is to demon-
strate the flexible and nim-
ble nature of charitable dol-
lars, as opposed to state or 
federal funding,” said Alex-
ander.  “The Coalition Part-
ners and the Advisory Com-
mittee will identify those 
organizations doing front-
line “boots on the ground” 
work– that is, those who 
are feeding, sheltering and 
meeting basic needs during 
a disaster, and those provid-
ing public health response 
during pandemics or other 
disasters.”

“All charitable dona-

tions will be allocated eq-
uitably and geographically, 
with emphasis on where it 
is most needed and where 
organizations are serving 
the most vulnerable,” said 
Monica Ritchie, Executive 
Director of Volunteer Mis-
sissippi.  “Coalition Partners 
know the nonprofits and or-
ganizations who are doing 
the “boots on the ground” 
work and will submit a list 
of candidate organizations 
that qualify for funding.  
Our goal is to meet fund-
ing gaps in Mississippi and 
to get help in the hands of 
the people who need it the 
most.” 

 “The Community Foun-
dation serves as a convener 
in the philanthropic space 
in Mississippi, bringing to-
gether public and private 
donors with nonprofits and 
other charitable causes to 
facilitate positive transfor-
mational change in cities 
and towns across Mississip-
pi,” said Jon Turner, chair of 
the CFM Board of Trustees.  
“We are proud to be part of 
the relief effort that is so 
desperately needed at this 
time.” 

How to Help
For more information 

about the Community Foun-
dation for Mississippi or 
how to donate to the Missis-
sippi Community Disaster 
Relief and Recovery fund, 
go to www.formississippi.
org and click the donate 
button or text DONATE to 
(601) 258-6502.  

For more information 
about Volunteer Mississippi 
and ways to get involved 
and make a difference, go to 
www.volunteermississippi.
org.


