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Press Release
Brittany Webster of Lex-

ington graduated from 
Jacksonville State Univer-
sity during the Spring 2020 
semester as part of the larg-
est class in university his-
tory. 

Webster earned a Inte-
grated Studies degree. Due 
to COVID-19, JSU has 
postponed its spring com-
mencement ceremony to 
August 1.

Associated Press
Former NFL quarterback 

Brett Favre is repaying $1.1 
million in welfare money 
that he received for mul-
tiple speeches where he did 
not show up, the Mississippi 
state auditor said Wednes-
day, May 6.

Auditor Shad White said 
his office received $500,000 
from Favre on Wednesday 
(May 6), plus a commitment 
that Favre will repay the oth-
er $600,000 in installments 
over the next few months.

Favre’s effort to repay the 
money came two days af-
ter White released an audit 
of spending by the Missis-
sippi Department of Human 
Services that showed Favre 
had been paid by Mississippi 
Community Education Cen-
ter, a nonprofit group whose 
former leader has been in-
dicted in a welfare embez-
zlement scheme.

Mississippi is one of the 
poorest states in the U.S., 
and the community educa-
tion center had contracts 
with Human Services to 
spend money through the 
Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families program, 
also known as TANF.

“I want to applaud Mr. Fa-
vre for his good faith effort 
to make this right and make 
the taxpayers and TANF 
families whole,” White said 
in a statement Wednesday. 
“To date, we have seen no 
records indicating Mr. Fa-
vre knew that TANF was the 
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program that served as the 
source of the money he was 
paid.”

The audit released Monday 
said the center paid Favre 
Enterprises $500,000 in De-
cember 2017 and $600,000 
in June 2018, and he was 
supposed to make speeches 
for at least three events. 

The auditor’s report said 
that “upon a cursory review 
of those dates, auditors were 
able to determine that the in-
dividual contracted did not 
speak nor was he present for 
those events.”

Favre, who lives in Mis-
sissippi, faces no criminal 
charges. The audit report 
lists the payments to him as 
“questioned” costs, which 
White said means “auditors 
either saw clear misspending 
or could not verify the mon-
ey had been lawfully spent.”

In a Facebook post 
Wednesday night, Favre said 
he didn’t know the payments 
he received came from wel-
fare funds and noted his 
charity had provided mil-
lions of dollars to poor kids 
in his home state of Missis-
sippi and Wisconsin, where 
he played the bulk of his 
Hall of Fame career with the 
Green Bay Packers.

“My agent is often ap-
proached by different prod-
ucts or brands for me to ap-
pear in one way or another. 
This request was no dif-
ferent, and I did numerous 
ads for Family First,” Favre 
wrote.

“I have never received 
moneys for obligations I 
didn’t meet. To reiterate Au-
ditors White’s statement, I 
was unaware that the money 
being dispensed was paid for 
out of funds not intended for 

that purpose, and because of 
that I am refunding the full 
amount back to the state of 
Mississippi.

“I have spent my entire ca-
reer helping children through 
Favre 4 Hope donating 
nearly $10 million to under-
served and underprivileged 
children in Mississippi and 
Wisconsin.

“It has brought a ton of joy 
to my life, and I would cer-
tainly never do anything to 
take away from the children 
I have fought to help! I love 
Mississippi and I would nev-
er knowingly do anything to 
take away from those that 
need it most.”

White said the money be-
ing repaid by Favre will be 
sent to the Department of 
Human Services.

Favre has not returned 
multiple text messages sent 
to him by The Associated 
Press since Monday. His 
manager, Bus Cook, told AP 
on Wednesday: “We’ve got 

nothing to say.”
In an audit, White said 

his employees identified 
$94 million in questionable 
spending by the agency, in-
cluding payments for sports 
activities with no clear con-
nection to helping needy 
people in one of the poorest 
states of the U.S.

The audit was released 
months after a former Hu-
man Services director and 
five other people were in-
dicted on state charges of 
embezzling about $4 million. 
They have pleaded not guilty 
and are awaiting trial in what 
White has called one of Mis-
sissippi’s largest public cor-
ruption cases in decades.

“If there was a way to mis-
spend money, it seems DHS 
leadership or their grantees 
thought of it and tried it,” 
White said.

John Davis was director of 
the Department of Human 
Services from January 2016 
until July 2019, appointed by 
then-Gov. Phil Bryant — a 
Republican who also ap-
pointed White to office when 
a previous auditor stepped 
down. 

Davis was one of the peo-
ple indicted; another was 
Nancy New, who was direc-
tor of the Mississippi Com-
munity Education Center. 
Davis, New and the others 
indicted have pleaded not 
guilty and are awaiting trial.

AP left a phone message 
Wednesday at Mississippi 
Community Education Cen-
ter’s Jackson office with 
questions about the pay-
ments to Favre. There was 
no immediate response.

The auditor’s report said 
Human Services leaders, 
particularly Davis, “partici-
pated in a widespread and 
pervasive conspiracy to cir-
cumvent internal controls, 
state law, and federal regula-
tions” to direct grant money 
to certain people and groups. 

Davis instructed two 
groups that received grants, 
the Mississippi Community 
Education Center and Fam-
ily Resource Center of North 
Mississippi, to spend money 
with certain other people or 
groups, the auditor’s report 
said.

White said the those two 
nonprofit groups received 

more than $98 million in De-
partment of Human Services 
grants during the three years 
that ended June 30. 

Most of the money came 
from Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families.

The audit will be sent 
to the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Servic-
es, and federal officials will 
decide whether to sanction 
the state for misspending, 
White said.


