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Visit us in Tchula, Lexington, 
Durant, Pickens and Canton.

Mon. - Fri. 9 a.M. to 5 p.M.  •  662-653-4106  
15481 Bowling green road •  durant, MS

Need help getting approved 
for Long Term Care?

Let us guide you through 
the application process.

HAMMETT MOTOR CO.HAMMETT MOTOR CO.
INTERSECTION OF
 HWY. 12 W & 51 N
INTERSECTION OF
 HWY. 12 W & 51 N

662-653-3141
DURANT

662-653-3141
DURANT

REBATES
AVAILABLE!

REBATES
AVAILABLE!
CHECK OUT OUR 

PRE-OWNED 
VEHICLES @

www.hammettmotorco.com

FINANCING LOW AS

 0% 
UP TO 72 MONTHS

ON SELECT MODELS

FINANCING LOW AS

 0% 
UP TO 72 MONTHS

ON SELECT MODELS

Close-out Prices 
on 2019 Models
Close-out Prices 
on 2019 Models

2020 MODELS 
NOW IN STOCK

LEXINGTON
HOME CENTER
LEXINGTON
HOME CENTER

662-834-9007

New Manager 
Bubber Carnathan

New Manager 
Bubber Carnathan

Businesses and Services Directory

Reach Your

By Advertising Your 
Business in the 

Herald’s Business 
Directory. Call 
662-834-1151 

to find out how.

Customers...

To hear some folks talk, 
you’d think plants have in-
tentions, good or bad and 
everything in between.

Ain’t so.
Any schoolkid can rattle 

off dozens of that 
are directly ben-
eficial to humans 
or wildlife, and 
anyone allergic to 
poison ivy, grass 
pollen or lawn 
stickers can name 
a few that cause 
problems to hu-
mans.

They aren’t do-
ing these things 
because they are virtuous or 
evil, they are just doing their 
plant things.

Sure, plants respond or 
react to certain stimuli. But, 
unlike sentient creatures, 
they don’t plan ahead, or do 
things with us in mind. They 
don’t hold grudges, aren’t 
moral, or noble, or out to get 
us.

Some, including lawns 
and weeds, require us to do 
certain things whether we 
like it or not; sometimes 
we aren’t even aware of it. 
As examples of the latter, 
consider roses, basil, Africa 
violets, and lawn grasses; 
none would be in gardens 
without our direct involve-
ment. Because they can’t 
survive for long on their 
own, or procreate naturally, 
without beauty or usefulness 
they’d never show up in the 
first place. 

As Michael Pollan ex-
plained in his “Botany 
of Desire: A Plant’s-Eye 

Mimosa and Crape Myrtle, a comparison
View of the World,” many 
plants use us like human 
bumblebees to get around. 
Of course, leading to my 
main point about the values 
we assign to plants, some 

get out of hand 
pretty quickly and 
invade their sur-
roundings, often 
becoming incon-
venient to us or 
destructive to nat-
ural habitats.

But it doesn’t 
matter their 
country of ori-
gin. Imported 
kudzu, privit and 

aquatic parrot feathers are 
called “invasive exotics” 
and banned for sale, but for 
some reason we don’t also 
forbid oak trees, though be-
cause of their proclivity to 
spread by acorns they are 
the bane of my flowerbeds 
and would quickly destroy 
my sun-loving flowers and 
vegetables. And crack my 
sidewalk.

All this came to mind on 
a neighborhood walkabout 
the other evening when I 
noticed the first flowers of 
the season on both crape 
myrtles and mimosa. One, 
highly treasured and planted 
all over the place; the other, 
because it comes as it pleas-
es, is considered trashy.

Because of their beauty, 
both were introduced in the 
late 1700s to North America 
by French horticulturist An-
dre Michaux, and quickly 
made the garden rounds, be-
coming popular mainstays 
for two centuries.

The mimosa, whose Latin 
name means “silk flower” 
(I think the pink and white 
balls of fluff are actually 
flamingo larvae), has taken 
upon itself to spread itself 
around a bit. My grand-
mother planted four o’clock 
flowers beneath the pair in 
front of her modest house, 
and I spent a childhood 
climbing them, playing with 
the seedpods and making 
glider airplanes from the 
leaves.

The rather short lived 
trees, with flowers making 
gloppy messes of anything 
underneath, spread from 
there by seed, making them 
garden pariahs. But I’ve 
found an easy, unique way 

around this. 
Middle of summer, soon 

as hummingbirds and bees 
are done with the sweetly 
fragrant flowers, I cut the 
tall stems close to the ground 
before they set seed. New 
shoots quickly spring right 
back out in towering fern-
like clumps, adding beauty 
and grace without spreading 
everywhere.

Crape myrtles, on the other 
hand, have to be propagated, 
shipped, sold and planted, 
one at a time, by humans. 
Yet they are everywhere, by 
the millions.

It could be said that, like 
azaleas, they are invasive 
because they are so com-
mon, and every single one 

Mimosa or Crape Myrtle - Good or Bad

FELDER
 RUSHING

Press Release
The U.S. Postal Service 

is asking all homeowners 
in Mississippi to inspect 
and repair their mailboxes 
during Mailbox Improve-
ment Week, May 17–23.

“Repairing suburban 
and rural mailboxes im-
proves the appearance of 
our community and makes 
delivering and receiving 
mail safer for our carriers 
and customers,” says Mis-
sissippi District Manager 
Elizabeth Johnson.

“The Postal Service 
makes this annual request 
because of the wear and 
tear that occurs to mail-
boxes every year,” adds 
Johnson.

Some of the typical ac-
tivities homeowners may 
need to do include:

• Replacing loose hinges 
on a mailbox door.

• Repainting a mailbox 
that may have rusted or has 
started to peel.

• Remounting a loosened 
mailbox post.

• Replacing or adding 
house numbers.

“If a homeowner plans 

Mailbox Improvement 
Week arrives in time 
for spring cleaning

to install a new mailbox 
or replace a worn one, 
he or she must use only 
Postal Service – approved 
traditional, contemporary 
or locking full/limited 
service mailboxes,” said 
Johnson. “Customers must 
be careful when purchas-
ing curbside mail recep-
tacles because the use of 
unapproved boxes is pro-
hibited. Customers may 
use a custom-built mail-
box, but they must consult 
with their local post of-
fice to ensure it conforms 
to guidelines applying to 
flag, size, strength and 
quality of construction.”

Information on the use 
of names or numbers on 
mailboxes, or answers to 
any other questions, can be 
obtained from your local 
postmaster.

The Mississippi District 
serves ZIP Codes 369 and 
386-397.

The Postal Service does 
not receive tax dollars for 
operating expenses; it relies 
entirely on the sale of post-
age, products and services 
to fund its operations.

displaces a native plant. And 
unless you consider spi-
der mites, aphids, and bark 
scale, which drip sticky, 
black mold-covered sap, 
they have very little ecologi-
cal value.

Which is good, and which 

is bad? Both. Neither.
Felder Rushing is a Mis-

sissippi author, columnist, 
and host of the “Gestalt 
Gardener” on MPB Think 
Radio. Email gardening 
questions to rushingfelder@
yahoo.com.


