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Don’t be in the dark!  
Keep up with the latest 

news with a 
subscription to the 

3 cemetery plots 
in Odd Fellows Cemetery, 
Lexington, known as Lot No. 
606 in the 1967 Addition. 
Includes a Trust Receipt, No. 
376, held in trust by the City 
of Lexington with the interest 
to be used for the upkeep and 
maintenance of Lot 606.
Call Bruce Hill at 662-417-
9944 to arrange for transfer 
of Trust Receipt and warranty 
deed for Lot 606. $1500 total.

2-1ftfn

CLASSIFIEDs
Psychologist B. F. Skinner, 

the formulator of behavior 
modification theory, was at-
tempting to prove that the 
same principles that govern 
the behavior of amoeba, pla-
naria, rats, dogs, and mon-
keys also govern the behavior 
of human beings. A very Dar-
winian proposition, indeed.

What my graduate school 
professors conveniently 
“forgot” to tell me: Skin-
ner failed to prove his hy-
pothesis, and no researcher 
has ever succeeded where 
Skinner did not. Some have 
claimed success, but all 
they’ve succeeded at prov-
ing, really, is the fact that hu-
man beings are economists 
by nature. From a very early 
age, humans weight benefits 
versus costs and make logi-
cal decisions, if not always 
rational ones.

Dogs are not economists. 
Behavior modification strat-
egies – manipulations of re-
ward and punishment – com-
pel the behavior of a dog. 
Their outcomes are predict-
able. But behavior modifica-
tion outcomes are not at all 
reliably predictable in a hu-
man, even an infant.

Researchers have found that 
when the subject is human, re-
wards and punishments have 

Living With
      Children

By John rosemond
Copyright 2017, John K. Rosemond

paradoxical effects at times. 
Rewards can lessen desired 
behavior and punishment can 
increase undesired behavior. 
Significant numbers of par-
ents have discovered the same 
paradox, albeit most of them 
don’t understand what it is 
they’re seeing.

Put a 15-month-old child in 
two minutes of time out ev-
ery time he goes after one of 
his mother’s set of limited-
edition porcelain figurines 
and watch as his determina-
tion to obtain the figurines 
increases. Praise and con-
tinue to praise a 4-year-old 
child for making an attempt 
to draw a horse and watch 
him stop drawing horses. In 
both cases, economics is at 
work.

In the case of the tod-
dler, two minutes in a chair 
doesn’t begin to outweigh 
the thrill of the chase. The 
more time outs, the more of a 
challenge those figurines be-
come. The 4-year-old stops 
drawing horses because he 
figures out, intuitively, that 
any old horse is good enough 
to send his mother into clap-
ping spasms, high-fives, and 
“woo-woos!” That wears 
thin quickly.

To work, punishments 
must outweigh a child’s de-

termination to win, to prove 
that no one can tell him 
what to do. To win over the 
little rebel/economist, the 
cost of misbehaving must 
be significantly greater than 
the benefit and believe me 
when I say that rebellion is 
its own benefit. It scratches 
a persistent itch. The paren-
tal goal should be to punish 
infrequently, but when pun-
ishment is necessary, to do 
so in ways that establish per-
manent memories. Time out 
is the least memorable of all 
punishments, by the way. It’s 
merely annoying.

To be motivating, rewards 
must be dispensed conserva-
tively. The more “everyday” 
they are, the less meaning-
ful they become. The value 
of a reward is inverse to its 
frequency. The scarcity of 
praise forces a child to self-
reward, which characterizes 
all high achievers.

As I will forever maintain, 
childrearing is not compli-
cated; it’s almost completely 
a matter of commonsense. 
Unfortunately, for going on 
fifty years now, American 
parents have been listening 
to professional “parenting” 
types who have made it seem 
complicated and anything 
but commonsensical.

Family psychologist John 
Rosemond: johnrosemond.
com, parentguru.com.

Every Year the Orvis 
company recognizes excel-
lence in adventure travel, 
conservation, and sporting 
experiences through its En-
dorsed Lodges, Outfitters, 
and Guides Program. Prai-
rie Wildlife near West Point, 

Conservation Corner
by James Cummins
Executive Director 

of Wildlife Mississippi

Mississippi, was selected the 
2020 Orvis Wingshooting 
Lodge of the Year. The Orvis 
selection process involves 
scrutiny of all aspects of the 
operation: from the lodging, 
food service, and hunting, 
to facilities. This prestigious 

award is based on several cri-
teria, the most important of 
which is customer feedback 
from the reviews of their 
time spent at the lodge. Con-
servation commitment, part-
nership with Orvis and Orvis 
Adventure Travels, and pro-
viding the finest sporting ad-
ventures experience possible 
are also considered.

“We are very excited and 
humbled to have been cho-
sen as the 2020 Orvis Wing-
shooting Lodge of the Year. 
This is a tremendous honor 
for Prairie Wildlife and our 
staff, and we would like to 

thank everyone. We consis-
tently strive to provide the 
best experience and new and 
challenging opportunities for 
our friends and customers,” 
said Jimmy Bryan, the owner 
of Prairie Wildlife.

Prairie Wildlife sits on 
6,000 acres of Mississippi’s 
Blackland Prairie. Less than 
1 percent of this unique eco-
system remains. Jimmy’s 
vision focused on bringing 
back the invaluable wild 
grasses. Prairie Wildlife is 
more than just one of the 
places I know offering wild 
bobwhite quail hunts. It is a 
conservation-driven sport-
ing estate offering an array 
of extraordinary experiences 
and outdoor activities; all 
enhanced by leading conser-
vation practices, topped off 
with first class accommoda-
tions.

Almost 10 years ago, Prai-
rie Wildlife teamed up with 
Orvis, and together, made 
Prairie Wildlife one of the 
official venues for the re-
nowned Orvis Wingshoot-
ing Schools. Every year, 
hundreds of anxious guests 

arrive from around the coun-
try and engage in what is re-
puted to be the most profes-
sional wingshooting school 
in the United States and 
abroad. Visitors are marvel-
ing at West Point’s Southern 
traditions, Prairie Wildlife’s 
culinary experience, and the 
ability to live how it once 
was. It just made sense for 
these two organizations to 
team up. After all, they are 
both trying to conserve the 
outdoors, its traditions, and 
leave fragile ecosystems in a 
little better shape than what 
they are today.

Wild quail are not the only 
type of hunt at Prairie Wild-
life, as they have designed 
one of the most successful, 
liberated, and managed quail 
hunting operations in the 
South. Their highly-effec-
tive, early release operation 
allows for hunters to walk 
through seemingly endless 
fields of grasses; as they 
choose their mode of trans-
portation; two legs, horse-
back, or in a mule-drawn 
wagon. Dove, rabbit, and 
deer hunts are also offered. 

Prairie Wildlife is a great 
example of what dedication, 
perseverance, and commit-
ment can do. Congratula-
tions to Jimmy Bryan and 
Prairie Wildlife! 

James L. Cummins is ex-
ecutive director of Wildlife 
Mississippi, a non-profit, 
conservation organization 
founded to conserve, restore 
and enhance fish, wildlife 
and plant resources through-
out Mississippi. Their web 
site is www.wildlifemiss.org.


