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Yard & Garden Service
36  Years Experience - Dependable

Commercial, Residential,
Cemeteries, etc.

Bo Patterson
Firewood

Leaf Raking
*Clean Fence Lines & Empty Lots   *Bush Hogging
*Now is the best time to get bushes cut back & fence lines cleaned.
*We also install Septic Tanks and Sewer Lines.  *Stump Grinding
*We also cut limbs hanging over houses and trim shrubs.

Free Estimates
We do Trenching for Water Lines.
* We Specialize in Grass Planting & Lawn Preparation.
125 Victor St., Durant     601-416-0069     662-633-2379

(Anywhere in Holmes County)

Press Release
Mississippi State Universi-

ty President Mark E. Keenum 
said the university is fully 
committed to welcoming stu-
dents back to campus this fall 
and that plans to resume in-
person classroom and labo-
ratory instruction in the Fall 
2020 semester are “on sched-
ule and taking solid form” 
as the university continues 
development of specific new 
operating guidelines.

Keenum on April 28 an-
nounced MSU’s “institutional 
intention” for MSU to resume 
more traditional operations in 
the fall. The university has 
convened a COVID-19 task 
force that is focused on fos-
tering a safe environment for 
the return of MSU students, 
faculty, staff, and visitors to 
campus within the confines of 
official federal and state gov-
ernment guidance and that of 
the leadership of recognized 
public health agencies.

The MSU task force will 
produce guidelines to assist 
MSU across all campuses in 
transitioning back to more 
traditional campus activities. 
These will include:

—Revising the academic 
calendar to minimize disrup-
tion.

—Focusing on spread re-

MSU plans for in-person 
classroom instruction 
in fall 2020 semester

duction techniques including 
social and physical distanc-
ing, increased cleaning and 
disinfectant protocols across 
facilities, and the availability 
and use of face coverings.

—Re-populating MSU 
through a robust screening 
strategy bolstered by testing 
where needed and contact 
tracing. Containment and iso-
lation procedures if positive 
COVID-19 cases become 
present on campus.

—Exploring the appropri-
ate mixture of hybrid, online, 
and face-to-face instruction, 
classroom and other facilities 
usage, and innovative class 
scheduling.

—Considering innovative 
and alternative best practices 
in campus life, business func-
tions, athletics, Extension and 
other public outreach, and 
campus life.

With MSU Provost David 
Shaw’s leadership position 
on the state task force in de-
veloping strategies for the 
reopening of all of the state’s 
public universities, Keenum 
said MSU will benefit from 
the expertise of other veteran 
higher education administra-
tors on the IHL task force 
and share that information 
with MSU’s COVID-19 task 
force. Joining Shaw on the 

FDA authorizes first diagnostic test using 
at-home collection of saliva specimens

Press Release
Earlier this month, the U.S. 

Food and Drug Administra-
tion authorized the first diag-
nostic test with the option of 
using home-collected saliva 
samples for COVID-19 test-
ing. 

Specifically, the FDA is-
sued an emergency use au-
thorization (EUA) to Rutgers 
Clinical Genomics Laborato-
ry for their COVID-19 labo-
ratory developed test (LDT), 
which had been previously 
added to the high complexity 
molecular-based LDT “um-
brella” EUA, to permit test-
ing of samples self-collected 
by patients at home using 
the Spectrum Solutions LLC 
SDNA-1000 Saliva Collec-
tion Device. 

This announcement builds 
on last month’s EUA for 
the first diagnostic test with 
a home-collection option, 
which uses a sample collect-
ed from the patient’s nose 
with a nasal swab and saline.

“Authorizing additional di-
agnostic tests with the option 
of at-home sample collec-
tion will continue to increase 
patient access to testing for 
COVID-19. This provides an 
additional option for the easy, 
safe and convenient collec-
tion of samples required for 

testing without traveling to 
a doctor’s office, hospital or 
testing site,” said FDA Com-
missioner Stephen M. Hahn, 
M.D. “We will continue to 
work around the clock to 
support the development of 
accurate and reliable tests, 
as we have done through-
out this pandemic. The FDA 
has authorized more than 80 
COVID-19 tests and adding 
more options for at-home 
sample collection is an im-
portant advancement in di-
agnostic testing during this 
public health emergency.”

Today’s EUA for Rutgers 
Clinical Genomics Labora-
tory’s molecular test permits 
testing of a saliva sample 
collected from the patient us-
ing a designated self-collec-
tion kit. Once patients collect 
their saliva sample, they re-
turn it to the Rutgers Clini-
cal Genomics Laboratory in 

a sealed package for testing.
The Rutgers Clinical Ge-

nomics Laboratory test is 
currently the only authorized 
COVID-19 diagnostic test 
that uses saliva samples to 
test for SARS-CoV-2, the 
strain of coronavirus that 
causes COVID-19. The test 
remains prescription only.

This authorization is lim-
ited to testing performed at 
the Rutgers Clinical Genom-
ics Laboratory using their 
molecular LDT COVID-19 
authorized test for saliva 
specimens collected using 
the Spectrum Solutions LLC 
SDNA-1000 Saliva Collec-
tion Device. It is important to 
note that this is not a general 
authorization for at-home 
collection of patient samples 
using other collection meth-
ods, saliva collection devic-
es, or tests, or for tests fully 
conducted at home.

Press Release
Dr. Carey Wright, state 

superintendent of education, 
testified before the Missis-
sippi Senate Education Com-
mittee on May 13, outlining 
the Mississippi Department 
of Education’s (MDE) plan 
to connect all Mississippi 
children to the internet so 
schools can deliver high-
quality instruction digitally.

“The COVID-19 pub-
lic health crisis that caused 
statewide school closures 
has amplified the inequities 
that our students live with,” 
Wright said. “Children with 
no access to computers or 
the internet at home have 
been put at a great disadvan-
tage when schools shifted to 
distance learning.”

MDE’s plan aims to 
bring equity to education 
by putting a device in the 
hands of every student who 
needs one, ensuring stu-
dents have internet access 
at home, training teachers 
how to teach remotely, and 
providing districts with a 
choice of high-quality op-
tions for a digital curricu-
lum and an online system 
to deliver it.

“We have a moral impera-
tive to ensure that every 
child in Mississippi has an 
equal opportunity and learn, 
whether they are at school or 

State superintendent of education 
presents statewide digital learning 
plan to Mississippi legislature

at home,” Wright said.
Mississippi is receiving 

$1.25 billion in COVID-19 
relief funds. The MDE seeks 
to use $250 million of those 
funds for equipment, licens-
es and professional develop-
ment.

The plan would need an 
additional $100 million a 
year for the next two years 
for license renewals, profes-
sional development and re-
freshing equipment.

Districts have been allocat-
ed over $160 million in fed-
eral education funds through 
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security Act 
(CARES Act) to support stu-
dent learning, though those 
funds are not sufficient to ad-
dress their technology needs.

The percentage of Missis-
sippi households that don’t 
have a computer device rang-
es from 44% in Greenwood 
to 8% in Oxford, according 
to the U.S. Census and the 
National Assessment of Edu-
cational Progress. Statewide, 
32% of households do not 
have broadband.

MDE’s multi-year solution 
would close the gaps in Mis-
sissippi’s broadband cover-
age by providing hotspots to 
homes that don’t have high-
speed internet.

“This is 2020. Every 
child should have access to 

a device and high-quality 
instructional materials,” 
Wright said.

The MDE has been work-
ing with national experts to 
develop its digital learning 
plan and has sought support 
for it from the Mississippi 
Alliance for Nonprofits and 
Philanthropy and national 
education groups. 

Wright told lawmak-
ers about the advantages 
of equipping students with 
technology, whether they are 
learning at home or in school. 
The technology would pro-
vide tools for home use to 
reach English Learners and 
to meet the sensory needs of 
students with disabilities. It 
could also help alleviate the 
teacher shortage by enabling 
highly qualified teachers to 
teach students in different 
parts of the state remotely.

“There has never been a 
better opportunity for the 
state to address the inequi-
ties that exist among our 
students,” Wright said. “A 
person’s education is life de-
termining. It defines their fu-
ture. This is a life-changing 
opportunity for the children 
of Mississippi.”

Press Release
USDA will soon begin 

taking applications for the 
Coronavirus Food Assis-
tance Program. As part of 
applying for the program, 
applicants will need to con-
tact the Farm Service Agen-
cy county office at their lo-
cal USDA Service Center 
to schedule an appointment. 
Find local offices at farmers.
gov/cfap.

Local FSA staff will work 
with applicants for the pro-
gram, and through forms 
asking for this type of infor-
mation:

• Contact
• Personal, including your 

Tax Identification Number
• Farming operating struc-

ture
• Adjusted Gross Income to 

ensure eligibility
• Direct deposit to enable 

payment processing
Please do not send any per-

sonal information to USDA 
without first initiating con-
tact through a phone call.

FSA has streamlined the 
signup process to not require 
an acreage report at the time 

of application and a USDA 
farm number may not be im-
mediately needed.  

For existing customer, this 
information is likely on file 
at your local Service Center.

What Can You Do Now?
While the application pro-

cess has not started, start 
gathering and understanding 
your farm’s recent sales and 
inventory.

How Will USDA 
Accept Applications?

USDA Service Centers are 
open for business by phone 
appointment only. Once the 
application period opens, 
please call your FSA county 
office to schedule an ap-
pointment.

Our staff are working with 
our agricultural producers by 
phone and using email, fax, 
mail and online tools to ac-
cept applications.
New to Working with the 

Farm Service Agency?
FSA has county offices 

located at USDA Service 
Centers across the country. 
To find your office and more 
information on CFAP, visit 
farmers.gov/CFAP. 

Food assistance 
program to begin 
taking applications

IHL task force is MSU Vice 
President for Student Affairs 
Regina Hyatt. 

Keenum said MSU’s CO-
VID-19 task force would 
develop a strategy to reopen 
that included guidance and 

input from the IHL task force, 
direct input from MSU stake-
holders, and the shared gov-
ernance model that already 
exists on the MSU campus 
with faculty, staff and stu-
dents.


